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Dear Friends,
Summer has long gone, we are well into autumn days and moving towards
winter… where has the year gone?
The days are getting shorter, the nights are drawing in and at the end of
the month the clocks will go back, which means that for some people it will be dark when
they go to work and when they return home. Less daylight affects people’s health and for
some these are SAD days because too little sunlight causes Seasonal Affective Disorder
(hence SAD) resulting literally in sadness, and loss of energy. We need light to live well.
Dark times in our personal lives are hard to cope with, affecting our well-being and leaving
us feeling sad or depressed. For such times there is hope and a way forward in Jesus’
words; “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will
have the light of life”. His light helps us take the next step and even though we may not
see the full pathway ahead, Jesus’ light will help us to begin to move forward.
Whatever life brings you during this month of October, as the days lengthen, may you be
reminded that Jesus’ light is always shining in the darkness, and the darkness can never
put it out.
Revd Shirley
serving in the Upper Thames Group of Parishes

_--------------------------------------------------------------

Deadlines and Advertising
Please phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your
distributor.
Editorial Team:

Yvonne Edmonds
Sharon Gater
Tessa Mills

07980 290598
01285 860926
01285 861284

Claire Sims

01285 869479

Advertising:

Brenda Sheppard

01666 860631

Distribution

Richard Vernon

01285 861692

Advertising prices per issue
Half page £24.00
Quarter page £12.00
Eighth page £7.00

All paid advertisements should
be sent to:
minetynewsletter@gmail.com

Deadline is 16th of the month. Please submit your copy (but not
paid adverts) for publication in the NOVEMBER newsletter to
AKLnewsletter@gmail.com by 8pm on 16 October or to Claire
Paid Advertisements appear in the
Sims, 18 Happy Land, Ashton Keynes.
If you wish your item to appear also in the Minety Newsletter
please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by phone or email
minetynewsletter@gmail.com
When submitting articles to the newsletters please send in the
original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a pdf), as we do
have to reformat a lot to squeeze everything in. It would also
help if you used Verdana font, size 10 with no underlining.

Thank you
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Ashton Keynes & Leigh Newsletter
and the Minety Newsletter

Please check with Brenda
Sheppard for this deadline,
which is normally 12th of the
month for paid advertisements
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Editorial
Schools are back and autumn is here, the
colours of the trees around the village are
starting to change to rusty orange and don’t
they look beautiful!
Your fundraising efforts continue to amaze me
- both those organising and those donating.
Huge amounts raised at the Church Fete (page
20) and PWSA coffee morning (page 5) and
huge efforts in tea towel design (page 17,
read the story behind the design and
production process) and Wall of Stars for the
school Learning Hub (page 15).
Then there is the Cotswold Lakes Trust Annual
Charity Run (page 8) - the 5k run is open to
all abilities, however it will be chip timed for
the more competitive participants. The family
fun run is open to all ages and is a shorter
route; participants can run, skip, jog or walk
the course which will take you around

Cleveland Lakes and through parts of the
picturesque nature reserve that are not
normally open to the public. Your support will
help the conservation work to continue on
sites in the Cotswold Water Park.
The South West Youth Ministries (SWYM) have
four youth worker trainees, who are
considering coming to the area to work with
the North Wilts Deanery in the next few
weeks. They are looking for people who may
be able to help by becoming hosts. If you
have a spare room and think this is something
that you could assist with then please email
Matt Smith (matthewjsmith@talktalk.net)
for more information.
Sharon

The Outreach Post Office
Every Tuesday and Thursday, Ashton Keynes Village Hall
Tuesday morning: 9.30am -12.30pm
Thursday afternoon: 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Helpline, if you’d like a lift.
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Village Hall
Village Hall Booking Line 0844 776 0001
It is great to be getting back to normal with regular groups returning, independent
bookings picking up and the Cinema restarting on 6 October (more detail on Rural
Cinema page and on the Village website). Big Brunch Band return to their regular
Tuesday night rehearsal slot on 12 October. Sadly, Golden Years will be absent for the
foreseeable future - we hope to see them back soon.
If you fancy trying something new, how about indoor bowls. The Bowls Club meet on
Thursday evenings at 19:30 in the Ashton Keynes Village Hall and welcome both novice
and experienced bowlers to come along and join us for a sociable, fun evening. No
equipment required. Our first meeting is on Thursday 7 October so if you are interested
in finding out more give David Wain a call on 07715 343124 or drop him an email at
ddsak78@gmail.com. Badminton will certainly love to get more players; their contact
details are akbc@live.co.uk.
There may be some good news about the restart of Baby & Toddler. If you are
interested in joining the Group, drop Danny Hardy an email at
crazzydannyhardy@googlemail.com and someone will be in touch.
…. and don’t forget, if you fancy starting a new activity there are lots of vacant slots as
you can see below. If you want more information on available times, cost, etc., simply
email bookings@akvh.org.uk with your question and we will respond.
By the time you read this Newsletter, we should have the new chairs.
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Rural Cinema
Tickets £4 available usually 2 weeks before the film from
the Village Shop, the White Hart pub and Essence Hair and Beauty.
October sees the return of the Rural Cinema to the Village Hall – see below for film details.
We have not stood still during the pandemic and if everything goes to plan, you will be
sitting on new chairs, viewing the film via our new projector and listening to the sound from
our new amplifier. The latter of these was bought for us by Swindon Caravans, for which we
are extremely grateful.
There is another change – from November we are moving to the third Wednesday of the
month. This is due to several Bank Holidays occurring in the same week as the first
Wednesday of the month resulting in a reduced audience. The cost of the film license means
that if we don’t have sufficient numbers, we make a loss. We also have to prepare for the
capacity and so set-up and break-down times are the same irrespective of the audience
size.

Wednesday 6 October 2021 – NOMADLAND (2020)
Starring Frances McDormand

BBFC: 12

Winner of 3 OSCARS (2021) – Best Picture, Best Actress and Best Director
Left with nothing but a broken heart, widowed Fern, a former
substitute teacher, finds herself forced out of her home in Empire,
Nevada, when the local U.S. Gypsum plant closed the mine, and
with it, the town, in 2011. Faced with a bleak economic future,
Fern crams her scanty, memory-laden belongings into a beat-up,
second-hand van and hits the road, travelling from town to town,
state to state, in search of work opportunities. As dignified Fern
adopts a nomadic, hand-to-mouth lifestyle, along the way, she
meets other kindred spirits, silver-haired, fellow modern-day
nomads, whose entire generation suffered a crippling blow after the
2008 financial collapse. But, when the world is collapsing around
you, and memories are all we have left, is home just a word?

Wednesday 17 November 2021 – THE FATHER (2020)
Starring Anthony Hopkins, Olivia Colman and Mark Gatiss

BBFC: 12

Winner of 2 OSCARS (2021) – Best Actor and Best Adapted Screenplay
Having just scared off his recent caregiver, Anthony, an ailing,
octogenarian Londoner gradually succumbing to dementia,
feels abandoned when concerned Anne, his daughter, tells him
she's moving to Paris. Confused and upset, against the
backdrop of a warped perspective and his rapid, heart-rending
mental decline, Anthony is starting to lose his grip on reality,
struggling to navigate the opaque landscape of present and
past. Now, as faded memories and glimpses of lucidity trigger
sudden mood swings, dear ones, Anthony's surroundings, and
even time itself become distorted. Why has his younger
daughter stopped visiting? Who are the strangers that burst in
on Anthony?
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Well, here we are in October and the dark nights will be with us when the clocks
change on 31 October. It will be time to get the fire lit too, so don’t forget we have
kindling, logs and fire lighters.

Halloween and Bonfire night are the main
events this month and the shop will have
sweets for Trick or Treating.
The Firework Display (no bonfire!), at the
time of writing, is going ahead on Saturday 6
November and tickets will be sold through the
shop.
Christmas is also round the corner and the shop can help you plan for the big day.
Order forms will be available in the shop from early November and there will be more
information in the next newsletter.
Unfortunately the shop is struggling with little or no stock on a few products at the
moment. This is out of Steve’s control! It is due to the HGV driver shortage and
shortage of staff in depots and warehouses, so please bear with us.
Frozen goods are the main shortage problem currently, but delivery on other items is
becoming a little ad hoc.
If there is something to need urgently please talk to Steve and he will endeavour to
source it for you.
In the meantime, fingers crossed the government will start listening regarding the
HGV driver shortage.
COVID numbers are still increasing and Steve kindly requests all customers continue
to wear a mask and please keep to four customers in the shop at a time.

Shop Opening Times
Monday - Saturday: 7.30am - 7pm
Sunday: 9am - 3pm
The shop will be closing at 1pm on
Sunday 17 October for a stock take
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Ashton Keynes
Returning Councillor
The Parish Council welcomes back Malcolm
Carter who was co-opted at the July meeting. All
eleven seats on the council are now filled.

Reported Issues
High Road/Park Place – It was reported that
the road sign and railings were in poor condition.
The railings have now been painted by the Parish
Steward and Wiltshire Council are being pursued
for replacement railings.
Ditch Clearance – A number of emails have
been received regarding the state of the ditches
in the village. A notice has been published in
recent newsletters reminding landowners of their
responsibilities and requesting appropriate action
be taken to clear ditches in preparation for
winter. The Parish Council have discussed the
ditch running along Bradstone Field and
clearance of the ditch is being arranged.
The ditch running along Happy Land at the side
of the Playing Field has also been noted as
needing clearing.
Speeding & Other Traffic Issues – Concern
has been raised by a number of parishioners
regarding speeding and other traffic related
issues within the village. The Parish Council have
recently discussed various Highways related
issues and a Working Group has been set up to
investigate issues and possible solutions.
Litter – Following last month’s article regarding
overflowing bins in the Parish, a suggestion was
put forward that the Parish Council provide more
litter bins. We are at the maximum number of
bins that will be emptied by Wiltshire Councils
contractor; however, we are in the process of
upgrading the bins outside the village shop to
one larger bin.
Cotswold Water Park Trust have recently
removed bins from their sites in an attempt to

reduce littering and encourage visitors to take
their litter home, this may have an effect at
Waterhay and Clayhill Meadow car parks. A
related article can be found using the following
link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-englandsomerset-58307325

Parish Steward
The Parish Steward continues to regularly visit
the village, on his latest visit he has carried out
the following works:
● Filled holes on the side of the road at Cox’s Hill
● Weed treatment – including the stretch from
the Spine Road to Jennies Kitchen
● Cut back vegetation around road signs
Please do report any issues that can be dealt
with by the Parish Steward, the type of works
that can be reported to the Clerk are:
● Hand clearing and cutting of growth from
drainage grips and drain gully covers.
● Hand clearing of blocked drainage gullies,
grips, culverts, pipes and pits (unable to jet
system).
● Clearing storm debris from the roads and
footways.
● Pedestrian barriers preparation and painting.
● Cleaning and straightening of small road signs,
street nameplates and bollards.
● Securing of existing small road signs, verge
marker posts and supplied street name plates.
● Removal of limited graffiti from road signs,
bollards and street nameplates.
● Hand cutting of grass and vegetation in
visibility areas.
● Hand treatment of weeds.
● Hand clearance of encroaching growth and
soils from footways.
● Repair of small potholes in roads and on
footways.

More news at www.akpc.org.uk
Next Parish Council meeting on
Wednesday 20 October 2021, 7.15pm
in the Village Hall
Please contact Fiona Ryder for more details
clerk@akpc.org.uk 07394 856232
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Parish Council
The Old Vicarage, Church Walk – Remove
Hawthorn to ground level. Ash showing signs of
die-back, reduce stem to height of Yew hedge.
11 Richmond Court – Horse Chestnut reduce
height by 50% and bring sides in to marry up the
crown.

Hedges, Shrubs & Trees Overhanging
Footpaths
The Parish Council politely requests that if you
should have on your property a hedge, tree or
shrub which overhangs a highway or any other
road or footpath to which the public has access
to, that you please inspect and trim as necessary
to remove any possible cause of obstruction.
As it is against the law to trim back or remove
any hedges in which birds may be nesting, this
time of year is the best time to carry out
trimming back.

New applications considered, for which there
were ‘Comments’
Lake 62, Cotswold Water Park, Derryfields –
Change of use of land to provide two converted
shipping container units for tourist
accommodation.

Please be aware that as Ashton Keynes is in a
Tree Conservation Area planning permission may
be required to carry out works to trees on your
property. In general, planning permission is
required for tree maintenance if the tree has a
trunk diameter of 7.5cm or more, measured at
1.5 metres above ground level. For further
information please consult the Wiltshire Council
website. https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council, ‘No objections’
None Received
Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council, ‘Approved with Conditions’
Rixon Farm, Rixon Gate – Variation of conditions

The Parish Council have been contacted regarding
overgrown verges and hedges on all entrances
into the village. Wiltshire Council had postponed
all rural verge cutting until September, but have
now restarted the rolling programme of cutting.
The Parish Steward has also visited to cut back
vegetation around road signs.

2,3 & 4 of 14/03493/FUL relating to approved
plans.
Rixon Farm, Rixon Gate - Further to application
14/03672/LBC, conversion of listed building to
no.2 dwellings with associated works comprising
of replacement fenestration and internal
alterations including the creation of a first floor
within plot 3.

Planning:

Applications determined by Wiltshire Council
‘Approved’
None Received

New applications considered, for which there
were ‘Objections’
None Received

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council, ‘Refused’
None Received

New application considered, for which there
was ‘Support’
None Received
New applications considered, for which there
were ‘No Objections’
30 Eastfield – Proposed single storey front and
rear extensions.
4 Four Acre Close – Fell Leylandii
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AK Primary School
Mark and Paula Thomas, You
Are Stars!
We would like to say a big thank you to
Mark and Paula Thomas who donated
their time and materials to tile the ‘Wall
of Stars’, completing the final part of the fundraising project for the School’s Learning Hub.
We were excited to showcase them at the School’s 150th Anniversary Shine Party and the
Official Opening of the David Tarr Learning Hub.
Mark and Paula, your generosity is very much appreciated.
With thanks, The Learning Hub Fundraising Team

Cafe in the Park - Fundraiser: new play equipment for park
Every week day, from 3.30pm - 4.30pm we will be opening the pavilion
at the High Road park and serving hot & cold drinks, crisps, chocolate
bars, sweets, cakes and ice creams.
Ashton Keynes Park café will be open again from September at the High Road Park,
raising money for new play equipment. We will be open every Monday to Friday 3.30 to
4.30pm, serving hot drinks, cold drinks, cakes, crisps, sweets, ice creams and ice lollies.
If you would like to get involved with fundraising for new play equipment at the park
please do get in touch. Jo Green 07729785497
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150th Anniversary Tea Towel
A big thank you to everyone who has placed
an order for their anniversary tea towel. If
you have ordered one or more, we’ll be in
touch about collection towards the end of the
month. The orders will be placed on Monday
4 October, so if you still haven’t ordered
yours yet, please email
akwindowwanderland@gmail.com for an
order form.
The profits from the tea towels will be shared
between the school, Friends of Holy Cross,
the Village Hall, and the Playing Fields (new
play equipment).

After working out how many triangles could
fit onto a sheet of A0 paper (841 x
1189mm), I then cut up over 500 triangles.
After they were decorated by children at the
school and by members of the community
who dropped them back at the Village Shop.
I glued each triangle onto curved strips of
paper. I counted how many flags I had and
then started placing the cut-up strips of flags
on the four large sheets of paper I had taped
together. Once I was happy that the
placement was correct, I started gluing them
down, leaving space for the lettering.
Just when I thought it was complete, apart
from the lettering, I found another twenty
flags to squeeze in and so I had to re-jig it
all, cut up the strips, and glue again. The
design was scanned in Swindon and using
design software I added the lettering,
numbers, the school logos, dates and
scanned a few last-minute flags to add in.
With the software, I selected the background
between each row of bunting by drawing a
line around each flag and then I changed the
background colour. I went over and over it,
checking for parts that had been missed.
After that, I added the border and uploaded
the image to the fabric company. I then
sewed up two tea towel samples.
As for how long it will have taken, I’m
honestly not sure as I was also involved in
the promotion of the tea towel, coordinating
the collection of the triangles, making
bunting for the shop display, and submitting
the final orders, but if I’d been listening to
the unabridged audio version of War and
Peace whilst working on it, I would have
nearly finished it.
Hope you like
your tea towels!

So many people have admired the design
and have enquired how it was designed. This
is the short version of what I did.

Kathryn Gray
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The Harbour Project Afghan Refugees in
Swindon

www.harbourproject.org.uk

Some villagers may be aware that Swindon is one of the Government’s
distribution centres for refugees. The Harbour Project is an organisation created
in 2003 to provide help and support to refugees who arrive in Swindon.
The Harbour Project is authorised by the Office of the Immigration Services
Commissioner to give Asylum and Protection Advice at OISC Level 1. OISC
Registration Number N201800020.
They provide a drop-in centre Monday – Friday 11am – 2pm. They welcome up to
80 visitors a day who come for support, advice, practical help and a warm, safe
space for social integration and classes.
Classes - They run weekday English classes taught by a pool of qualified English
tutors. Classes cater to varied levels of English and 1-2-1 sessions are available
for those who cannot make regular classes due to work and/or college
commitments. A mathematician volunteer also runs 1-2-1 Maths classes, which
can vary from everyday Maths to A level.
Sharing Our World - They strive to reduce social isolation, improve health and
increase self-esteem. They run weekly cooking, sewing, art classes and a
women’s group. These activities allow a safe space for asylum seekers and
refugees to share their culture with like-minded people from around the world.
Steps2Work Harbour - An initiative to help asylum seekers and refugees learn
about the UK work culture including: looking for a job, job requirements, creating
a CV, preparing for an interview, punctuality, dress code and hygiene, work do’s
and don’ts and finally mock interview sessions where they are interviewed and
given feedback from employers. Attendees of the course fed back that rather
than feeling nervous and unsure they now feel empowered, confident and
prepared! ‘My first experience of facing UK work culture, I now feel more
confident with real practice!’ If you or your business would like to get involved in
any way you can email steps2work@harbourproject.org.uk
The Harbour Project is a registered Charity and needs support. I have been in
contact with them and they shared this: “The items on our shopping list are
always well received. Other items that are of use would include sanitary towels
(but not tampons), nappies (over 13lbs. We seem to get a lot of tiny nappies but
not bigger ones), wet wipes, tinned foods - particularly chick peas, kidney beans
and tuna, sugar, onions and potatoes.”
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The Harbour Project cont’d
Volunteering - We're always open to new volunteer applications. Most of our
volunteering opportunities take place between 11am and 2pm, Mondays to
Fridays. most people help out with advice sessions or in our Harbour Cafe, but we
also take on volunteer teachers who can run English and Maths sessions. The link
to our volunteer application form can be found within the body of text on our
volunteering page - https://harbourproject.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteer/ and there is also a donate button on the top of our
webpage should anyone wish to send a one-off or regular donation.
Fundraising - Another way people can get involved with raising funds and
awareness is to organise a fundraiser - in the past we've had people run half
marathons and scale mountains, but any sponsored event or fundraiser is great.
We have a page on Local Giving that allows people to set up fundraisers on our
behalf without them having to worry about the money handling side of things
- https://localgiving.org/charity/harbourproject/
I will be making a collection of the SHOPPING LIST between 8 – 22 October.
If you would like to contribute as per the Shopping List below, please drop items
off at our house, Melton Lodge, Back Street. I will make another collection late
November - details in the next magazine.

Many thanks
Alison Beadle
alisonbeadle95@gmail.com
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Church matters
Harvest Thanksgiving
“All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, then thank the Lord, O thank the
Lord for all his love” is the chorus from one of our traditional harvest hymns and it reminds
us to be thankful for all that God provides for our needs. Thankfulness is an important
value in today’s world and one which can easily be forgotten.

Ashton Keynes village Harvest Celebration at Holy Cross will be at
11.30am on Sunday 19 October with Canon Debbie. Currently we don’t know what
lunch plans will look like so look out for posters or contact us. Please do bring tins and
packets which will go to support families in crisis through Swindon Food Collective.

Sunday 31 October, 10am - Everyone is welcome at Leigh All Saints
church (Swan Lane) for our Morning Service of Communion when all our Upper
Thames church communities will come and worship together. Please do join us. It doesn’t
matter whether you normally come to church or have never been before, everyone will be
welcomed and looked after.

All Souls Bereavement Service, remembering those we love and see no longer for
Ashton Keynes and the Leigh will take place on Sunday 31 October in Holy Cross
Church starting at 4pm. In our service, we’ll include the names of those who have
departed this life over the last year, whose services we have taken and who were
associated with Ashton Keynes and the Leigh. The families involved will receive a letter of
invitation from our ministers.
We know many people would like to come to that service and remember family members
who have died - please do come if you would like to; everyone is welcome as we seek
God’s comfort and the message of hope we have through God’s love in Jesus. There will
be a time during the service when families can bring forward a candle, lit for those we are
remembering, so please email our administrator Jane Templeton at
admin@upperthames.org or leave a message on our parishes office phone 01793
979304 to let us know the names of anyone you would like us to remember.

Midweek worship – everyone is welcome to join us in St Sampson’s Church for
Morning Prayers on Thursdays 8.30 am for 8.45 am start. We start with coffee (bring your
own) and brief catchup followed by Iona Morning Worship and prayers for the world and its
needs.

Church Fete
The sun was shining and you turned out in your droves, helping to boost church funds by
over £2,000.
Thank you for all the donations, to all the helpers setting up and manning the stalls and to
all those who purchased books, toys, cream teas, raffle tickets, tombola, plants, bric a
brac, shot some hoops, batted the rat, won a bottle, guess the weight of Mossy the
horse….
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In-person Church Services

Contact details for the Upper Thames Benefice (Cricklade St Sampson’s,
Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and the Leigh All Saints)
Vicar: Revd Canon Debbie Dewes (email to vicar@upperthames.org.uk
Tel 01793 752718 + answerphone)
Associate Vicar: Revd Shirley Danby (email to shirleydanby21@gmail.com
Tel 07980 548844)
Parishes Administrator: Jane Templeton (email admin@upperthames.org.uk)
Website https://www.upperthames.org.uk/Tel: 01793 979304
+ answerphone)
For weddings and baptisms please check out our website
https://www.upperthames.org.uk/what-we-offer/ or contact
Canon Debbie, Revd Shirley or Jane (Parish Administrator)
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From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of Churches
August 2021
FUNERALS
Name

Date & Church/Crematorium

CORRECTION FROM JULY REGISTERS:
David Francis Mannion

Interment of Ashes, 9 July Cricklade Cemetery

WEDDINGS
Name

Date & Church

James Harraway & Kara Nesbitt

6 August, Holy Cross Ashton Keynes

Jonathan James & Rebecca Kellner

7 August, St Sampson’s Cricklade

Daniel Hegarty & Rebecca Mckenzie

14 August, Holy Cross Ashton Keynes

BAPTISMS
Name

Date & Church

Willow Rose Shreeve

22 August, St Sampson’s Cricklade

Esmae Jasmin Shreeve

*******************************

Save Leigh Church 200 Club
August draw result
1st
2nd

Brian & Shirley Danby, Cricklade
Emily and Josh Akers, Leigh

Join our 200 club for £12 per year and help save our historic and lovely village church
for everyone to use. Each month you have a chance of winning more than £20 for the
first prize and about £10 for second prize.
Tickets can be paid by cash, cheque, bank transfer or standing order. Please phone
Cathy Skelton 07962018547 or email leighchurch200club@gmail.com to find
out payment details. Alternatively see back issues of the newsletter
www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk
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Pauline, Graham’s wife, asked for
donations to the Project in Graham’s
memory, and friends, family and villages
have so far made donations of £7,720 in
Graham’s name. In addition, Friends of
Holy Cross Church have continued to
fundraise and we now in a position to take
the project further. Progress to date:
● A preferred supplier’s proposal has been
identified – Church Lighting Systems

Update on the
Church Lighting
Project
Shortly before the first Lockdown the
project for re-lighting the village church
was initiated. Graham Loveday took the
lead on the project for the PCC and during
last summer he and I managed to visit
some churches that had been ‘relit’, to see
what might be possible for our village
church. We also began to speak to
companies that specialise in church
lighting, as with a grade 1 listed building,
this is a specialist expertise.

● The Church Architect met Church
Lighting Systems in the Church, to talk
through the project eg fixings, cabling
etc
● A ‘Faculty’ has been completed and
submitted to the Diocesan Architect
Committee. After we were able to answer
some questions, they finally approved
the proposal.

You may be aware that Graham very sadly
died in the autumn of last year. Graham
was passionate about the continual
upgrading and 'future proofing' of the
church building and he therefore had taken
the lead last year on the Holy Cross 'relighting' project.

● The Project proposal has now gone to the
Lord Chancellor’s Office for approval and
has gone out for consultation to
interested parties. For example this week
(mid September) we have heard back
from Historic England that they are
happy with the proposal.

Why spend money upgrading the
lighting? In Graham’s words;
‘Because the church is poorly served by the
gloomy and inadequate light generated
currently, something that was particularly
apparent in the winter and over the
Christmas period (2019) when some bulbs
failed. The atmosphere it creates is not
warm and welcoming, and it does not do
justice to the architectural features of our
beautiful Grade 1 listed church.

We are now waiting for the final approval
from the Lord Chancellor’s office, which we
hope to have in October. Once we have
that approval Church Lighting Systems will
be able to confirm the dates for the
schedule of work. The work will take about
4 weeks and we are still hoping this will
take place before Christmas. As soon as we
hear more then we will provide another
update.

The church is keen to encourage wider
community use of the building, such as
festivals, concerts and weddings; the
church building should be an asset for the
village as a whole, as it always was
historically. Flexible lighting is essential to
support this’

We are planning a concert to celebrate
Graham’s life, which will be held in the
Church. This will take place early in the
New Year, when all the work on the
lighting has been completed. In the
meantime, if anyone would like to see the
project proposal, please contact me.

The proposal for the new lighting plan
provides for:
● Digitally controlled lighting that allows
for different levels of lighting and that
provides opportunity to light different
parts of the church independently.

Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this project both financially
and with expertise. It is very much
appreciated and from which villagers will
benefit from for years to come.

● LED, being more cost effective and
sustainable

Alison Beadle
Chair of Friends of Holy Cross

● Also taking the opportunity to replace
some old electrical cables and boards.
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Buy well, buy Once
company, country needs to halve its carbon
footprint during this decade, if we are to
avoid irreversible climate breakdown. It
should be easy to stop buying unnecessary
stuff, right? but we have to suppress our
jackdaw twitch that draws us to the new
and shiny.
Gilly Riddington
Speaking up for Nature

Buy only what you need, buy well and buy
once.
Mahatma Gandhi famously said “The Earth
has enough resources for our need, but not
for our greed”.
When talking to friends about the climate
emergency, China is always flagged as the
villain, it being the biggest global emitter of
CO2. But it cannot be ignored that a large
quantity of what we consume here is most
likely manufactured in - and shipped from China.
Over the past few decades fast fashion has
extended its vice like grip on clothes, to
include household goods and home
furnishings. Selling us a lifestyle. As each
season passes, a new, must have design, is
available on mugs, bed linen, tee shirts, dog
bowls, lampshades, film character
merchandise, etc etc. Check the labels:
Made in China.
Climate scientists have told us that every
individual, organisation, group, school,

What are we shipping here? And at what
environmental cost?
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hung around long enough to get a really good
long look with the binoculars.

Every year I am surprised by how early
birds on their autumn migration start to
pass through. This year, the first species I
noted were a pair of Wheatears, sitting on
the fence line next to the cattle. Wheatears
are great to watch, they love a fence post
and have a very prominent white rear when
in flight. These were closely followed by a
noisy group of a dozen Yellow Wagtails.
Yesterday bought a big flock of Meadow
Pipits, then in the rain at lunchtime six
glorious Curlews hung out for several hours
in the field opposite my house busy foraging
in the short grass. None of these birds breed
here, but like all travellers, they need
stopping off points to refuel and rest up. So
this means lots of insects, some cover, a
perch and minimal human disturbance. A
cattle farm ran on regenerative and organic
lines fits the bill!

In general, the cattle are pretty oblivious to
these visitors, even when they are literally
under the cattle. The one exception this year
was a Cattle Egret that was attempting to
stand on the back of a cow which didn’t go
down well.

Some species we only ever see on their
spring travels, some only on their autumn
journeys, and some both. Each spring we get
one or two Whimbrels, (which are similar
to a Curlew but slightly shorter beak) but
never see them in the autumn. These long
distance waders fly up the western side of the
UK (from southern Africa to the far north of
Europe) and down the east side of Britain in
the autumn. For a bird that travels
thousands of miles a year I find it amazing
that they can be found pretty much, on the
same date, in the same field, most years. It
would be great to know if it is the same birds
or descendants year on year?

It’s also been a really good year for grassland
fungi. The majority of the farm is
permanent pasture, it hasn’t been ploughed
or reseeded for many years, and so is an
excellent habitat for field, macro and horse
mushrooms – your classic white topped
mushroom. Due to the rain in the summer
we had a good supply of these far earlier
than normal. In April and May we had a
bumper crop of St Georges mushrooms,
which are probably my favourite for eating.
These are ring forming, so the key is to spot
the dark grass rings in March, and revisit in
late April. By that time the grass is often
really long and the mushrooms invisible until
you are right on top, and then you will need
to part the grass. It’s also a game of getting
to them before the cattle and slugs. Luckily
they are pretty regular, so once you’ve found
a ring it’s worth returning every year. I
found two new productive rings in 2021, so
now after eight years of looking I have four
fully productive rings to keep an eye on.

Recently we have also found a Giant Puffball.
These are great but go over quickly. Meadow
puffballs are equally good if not better eating,
but only as big as your fist. Finding them in
This spring was a bit of a bonanza for recordlong grass is virtually impossible, but again
ing migrants. It was unusually cold and the
once you find a spot and they return year on
only place where insects were abundant was
year. I would liken them to a savoury
out with the cows, around them and their
marshmallow! Anyway, as we head to
dung. This meant we had a real concentraautumn I shall be detouring on my trips to
tion of visitors including twenty plus Yellow
move the cows to check up on fungi spots
Wagtails
(I Fish
never normally
see these
in thein the White Hart pub car park
Farr’s
and
Chip
van
and hopefully find a meal or two.
spring) and at least three Redstarts. The
Redstarts
are easily startledcod
and like
you wantand
to properly
identify
fungi chips
I would
Great line-caught
in aavesticrispyIfbatter
fresh
cooked
bule in the hedge in which to perch, but raphighly recommend the River Cottage Handidly disappear right into the centre of the
book - Mushrooms by John Wright, and if
hedge, seemingly never to reappear.
eating, don’t take any risks!

Monday 9 & Monday 23 August

In pride of place so far this year was a Pied
Flycatcher, on route to the ancient woodland of the Forest of Dean or Wales. To
happen upon this hunting insects from a
prominent branch was awesome, and itBest
even

Andy Rumming
Monday 6 & Monday 20 September

by Far!
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Hi all and welcome to an exciting update
from the festival team!
Firstly we do have confirmation of the
new dates to keep to one side – the
weekend of 25th/26th June 2022
Currently the agenda will be broadly based
around previous festivals’ plans. I.e. –
Midweek will be choir based, Friday night
will be the Open Mic night, Saturday during
the day will be the opportunity for Ashton
Keynes to show off, Saturday night the big
do, Sunday morning will be the ever popular
Jazz brunch, Sunday afternoon will be the
family based event and finally the compline
at the church to round things off.
This feels as if it would work, however we
would be delighted for other input and
support from villagers out there with ideas
to further improve and have an involvement
in the planning of the weekend. The current
team are getting old and recognise the need
for fresh faces and new ideas! We have a
core team, but are still looking for other
people, especially around the PR, fund
raising, volunteer co-ordination and general
organisation – perhaps you’d like to help
with one specific event – if so then please
let us know. Or you may have an idea for a
new event that could fit in the agenda?
Separately we’re also getting together a list
of people who would be interested in
participating, especially around two events:Friday night Live and Ashton Keynes Shows
Off

For those that haven’t been to the festival
before the Friday night Live event is to have
an evening of music and entertainment
from the villagers that are firmly in the
enthusiastic amateur category. We always
have a few semi-professional village bands,
but the real entertainment comes from
those that get together to perform as a one
off special, either as individuals or in a
group (we can always connect individuals
together to form a band). So if you play an
instrument, or sing, or attempt to do either,
please let us know.
Saturday during the day is Ashton Keynes
Shows Off – we started this at the last
festival and it went down a storm, so we’re
looking to expand further. In effect, if you
have a hobby, collection or interest we’d
love you to share it with the rest of the
village; it could be as simple a making your
own beer or wine at home, cake baking,
painting, drawing, writing poetry or having
a tractor/car/bike you’d like people to see.
Please get in touch. We’d also consider
people who have a small business that
would like a stand to sell their wares.
So, in summary, it’s contact time! Please let
us know if you’d like to help organise or
participate in some way – if you’d like to
help but not sure how then please make
contact and we’ll be sorting out a get
together in the near future.
Please contact via philmoran@yahoo.com
or 07880 715715
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October can be such a joyous month, a riot
of colour from plants in the garden and the
changing leaves bringing on their show of
wonderful shades of autumn. Hopefully
there will still be some warm days and
sunshine to enjoy this spectacle.
Asters will be headlining the borders this
time of year; a multitude of colours and
heights to bring some more interest to the
borders until the frosts arrive. There’s
always room for some dwarf ‘Lady in Blue’,
taller lavender-blue ‘Monch’ or the red
‘Feckham Rival’. If you fancy a nice day out
to invest in some asters, then Old Court
Nurseries and The Picton Garden in Colwall,
at the foot of the Malverns, holds the Plant
Heritage National Collection of over 430
varieties which are displayed in the charming
1.5-acre Picton Garden, and a great place to
get advice on which asters would look good
in your garden.
When planting bulbs for spring colour, have
you got alliums on your list? They look
spectacular in the border in late spring and
early summer especially if you have room to
plant them in swathes or clumps. The erect
round spheres of purple or white are quite
magnificent, but best planted amongst other
plants to hide their untidy foliage. ‘Purple
Sensation’ is a classic, along with

‘Globemaster’, a sterile purple variety with
longer lasting flower heads but no seeds.
‘Ambassador’ flowers later in June/July and
good mixed with ‘Purple Rain’ which has
shorter stems and flowers May/June. ‘Mount
Everest’ is the best of the taller white
alliums, flowering May/June. There are also
the smaller alliums such as
Sphaerocephalon, 2ft tall with tight eggshaped green flower heads turning to purple
in July. Allium Cernuum has nodding heads
of magenta-pink flowers in July or try the
greenish-white Bulgaricum. So many to
choose from, and all bringing a dramatic
show to the border.
Japanese anemones light up the border in
the autumn in various delightful shades of
pink or white, and are robust, herbaceous
perennials doing well in sun or shade. The
good news is you can buy some now, pop
them in the border and they will come back
year on year. If you find plants at waist and
chest height too tall for you, look out for
some of the modern compact varieties such
as ‘Cinderella’, ‘Pamina’ or ‘Red Riding Hood’
which only grow to a couple of feet. Taller
varieties include ‘Honorine Jobert’, a lovely
white single with a yellow centre; ‘Prinz
Heinrich’, a deep rose-pink with semi-double
flowers with a slight curve on the petal or
the reliable pink ‘Robustissima’.
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Another delightful and reliable perennial
for the autumn is Hesperantha coccinea.
They give a lovely burst of colour, bearing
delicate pink-red flowers as everything else
in the garden starts to die down. The
plants resemble small clumps of fragile
gladioli with long thin foliage and upright
flower-spikes. ‘Major’ is a vibrant red;
‘Jennifer’, a delicate pale pink or ‘Alba’ an
elegant white. Easily propagated by lifting
and dividing the rhizomes from mid- to
late-spring every two to three years. Each
clump should have about six leaf shoots
and should be replanted about 20-30cm
apart and 5cm deep in well-prepared soil.
The end of October leaves on a high with
Halloween. The children love carving
pumpkin faces, but they also look great
planted up with autumn bedding as this
photo shows. The birds will also enjoy the
pumpkins seeds left out for food. Bring
out your artistic flair and let your pumpkins
shine in an alternative way!
Many perennials have attractive seed
heads that are also beneficial to wildlife.
Don’t cut these back in autumn. If you
can, leave them intact where the seed
heads can provide food for birds and fallen
stems can create shelter for amphibians,
insects and small mammals. Spent flower
heads also add structure to the border
over the bare winter months and look
magical when touched by frosts and rain.

More tips for this month
Check which plants are where in the
border as they die down over the autumn,
and re-label them so you remember what
they are when they are starting to shoot in
spring. It’s also useful to note the height
so you can start staking them before they
get too big and they can grow into the
supports. It is also a good opportunity to
plant bulbs where you can see spaces in
the border.
Add some granular slow-release fertiliser
when planting up winter bedding/bulb pots
to do away with the need to liquid feed
through the winter, and it will help prolong
the flowering period. Pots planted with
bulbs and perennials or pansies
for instance, should give interest
right through to late spring.
Cover pots of spring bulbs with
an inch of grit and net or wire to
deter mice and squirrels digging them up
for a tasty winter snack.
Cut down runner beans plants and leave
roots in the ground to provide a source of
nitrogen.
Aunty Planty

Minety Art Club Exhibition
Minety Art Club plan to hold an exhibition of work by its members on the
weekend 16 and 17 October 2021 between 10am – 5pm (Covid rules
permitting).
In addition to the exhibition of work there will be members there to show
visitors some of the ‘tricks of the trade’ and give visitors the opportunity to
have a go.
Children will be particularly welcome to try watercolour painting.
There will also be refreshments of tea, coffee and cakes available
throughout both days. Entrance is free.

31

32

Ashton Keynes Community Defibrillator located beside
the Village Hall main entrance.
Guidelines
• For a person who has collapsed
• Who looks a funny colour
• Who is unresponsive and not breathing
1. Approach with caution, checking for any danger that could affect you - you are
important to be able to help.
2. Always speak and ask "can I help you?" in a loud voice in each ear in case the
patient is deaf.
3. Shout for help to get assistance.
4. Open the airway. This is done by one hand on the forehead and two fingers under
the chin and do a head tilt and chin lift.
5. Check for breathing for at least 10 seconds . Do this by leaning down close to the
face, so that you can feel any breath and look down the body for movement of the
chest and abdomen.
6. No response. TELEPHONE 999 first then START CPR or JUST CHEST
COMPRESSIONS IMMEDIATELY
7. If Ambulance Control think the use of a defibrillator is required they will give you
the box combination number *. (The yellow box holds the defibrillator and an
emergency kit).
8. Switching on the defibrillator starts the verbal instructions on its use.
9. Pads are applied directly to the bare chest. Cut through clothing and remove any
perspiration with paper towel provided.
10. Patient's chest should be kept as dry as possible. Medication patches and
jewellery must be removed from the area between the pads.
11. Pads should not be placed on any obvious medical device like a pacemaker
implanted below the skin. Pad must be placed at least 2 inches or 5cm below it.
12. If the defibrillator needs to shock the patient, it will give a warning 'to stand
clear'. Please make sure no one is touching the patient.
13. If told to continue with CPR, do this until told to stop by a Paramedic, GP or until
you are physically unable to continue.

Volunteer Emergency Telephone Service for Ashton Keynes
(VETS) 01793 250211
*If you need help to collect the defibrillator, you can call or ask someone to call the
VETS number 01793 250211 and a volunteer will bring the defibrillator and help with
CPR until the ambulance arrives. As long as you have called 999 first the VETS
volunteers don't have to wait for the Ambulance Service to give permission to collect
the defibrillator. It won't be used unless necessary and once hooked up to the patient,
the unit itself monitors and determines whether a shock is necessary giving audible
warnings.
There are currently eight Ashton Keynes CPR trained Volunteers on this emergency
number, which is a best endeavour system, meaning if someone is available to help
they will do so. Please make a note of the number 01793 250211.
If no one is available please be assured the Ambulance Service will be on the way.
We are always keen to recruit new volunteers, so if you are interested in becoming one
of our volunteers please do get in touch by contacting Dave@akvh.org.uk mentioning
the defibrillator.
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Health matters
Purton and Green Gable Surgery
10am. You will find us outside 35 High Street
(Sylvia Freemantle’s home) where we will
have a range of items for sale. Sylvia will
also have her Bakewell tarts and lemon
drizzle cake for sale.

Surgery update
There are some staff changes - Dr Lau left at
the end of July and Dr Collins will be retiring
at the end of November. New staff include Dr
Au-Yeung, already working at the surgery, Dr
Rodrigues starting in mid-September and Dr
Low starting in mid-November.

Donations for the PPG
The surgery has been included in a legacy by
a grateful patient. We would like to thank all
those who have donated to our PPG funds - if
you would like to make a donation please
make cheques payable to 'Purton Patient
Participation Group', with the cheque being
taken into the surgery. Please label your
envelope 'For the attention of Kai Howard'.

Purchases
There will be new higher chairs with arms in
each consulting room (including Cricklade)
shortly. A total of 13 chairs. We thank Purton
Parish Council for their donation towards
these.

200+ Club
As always, your support for our work to both
inform and support patients is much
appreciated. If you know of anyone who
would like to be included in our email list (all
sent bcc) then please ask them to contact
via groupforpatients@gmail.com

There is still time to join, the first of our
monthly draws will be in October. If you’re
receiving this by email then the application
forms are attached, there are also forms at
the surgery in both Purton and Cricklade. If
you know of anyone who would like the forms
emailed then please ask them to email
groupforpatients@gmail.com

Sheila Fowler
PPG Secretary

Table Trail
25 September, 10am, Purton
The PPG will be joining the Table Trail in
Purton on Saturday 25 September from

Ashton Keynes Branch Surgery
01793 750645

www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

FLU JABS
We are now booking patients in for their annual flu vaccinations. We recommend
that all patients over the age of 50 and anyone with a chronic disease
e.g. diabetes, COPD, heart disease etc, have a flu vaccination.
Please contact Ashton Keynes Surgery for an appointment
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Ashton Keynes Branch
Surgery
01793 750645

www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

We are open on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 1pm at the Village Hall.

Cancellation of Appointments
Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable increase in cancelled
appointments at short notice. Please make
every effort to attend all appointments as we
are unable to offer those to other patients.
If you do need to cancel an appointment,
please give 24 hours’ notice.

You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday,
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday if it is
due to be issued. More urgent requests can be
processed and collected from Cricklade
Surgery.

Online Registration and Text Reminders
Did you know you can manage your
prescriptions and book appointments online?
Please bring some photo identification and
complete a form at Reception.

We would like to thank you all for your
continued support during the pandemic.

You can also register your mobile number with
the surgery and we can send you appointment
reminders.

Face to Face Physiotherapist
From the beginning of September Cricklade
Surgery will have a First Contact
Physiotherapist working every Thursday all day
from the Ashton Keynes Branch Surgery
between 9am and 5.30pm. These are face to
face appointments for our patients who
previously would have had to travel to
Malmesbury or Royal Wootton Basset for a
physiotherapy appointment, so we are very
pleased to be able to provide this service more
locally.

NHS Services
On our website homepage, you can find NHS
Services near you!
You can find contact details of a wide range of
NHS services by just typing in your postcode
and select what services you need.
COVID Vaccinations
For COVID-19 vaccinations please contact the
National Booking Service to make an
appointment, not your GP practice.

Apart from the above, we are continuing to
offer telephone triage appointments and asking
you to come alone and wear a mask if you
have an appointment or picking up a
prescription.

All local sites are now available through the
National Booking Service online or by calling
119 and it's the best way to get an
appointment for both first and second doses if
you don’t have an appointment already.

Patient Participation Group
Here at Cricklade Surgery we have a virtual
Patient Participation Group. You will simply
receive our newsletter and a questionnaire
every quarter so we can receive honest
feedback. Please speak to the Reception Team
to join our group.

Please don't hesitate, when it's your turn to be
vaccinated please do so as soon as possible.
The NHS appreciates that at times the system
can be busy, but be assured we will make sure
everyone is offered the opportunity to be
immunised, so please keep trying.
New clinics are being set up all the time at
various locations including some community
pharmacies, so your patience is appreciated.
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Could you be a Home-Start Volunteer?
Do you have parenting experience? Can you give 2-3 hours
during the week to help local families with young children?
Being a parent is hard, especially if you do not have family and
friends nearby to help. We train volunteers to visit families and
provide them with non-judgemental, confidential support.

Our next FREE training course will run in Cirencester every Wed morning during term time
for 8 weeks, from mid-Jan to mid-Mar 2022 (dates to be confirmed).

For further information please call us on 01285 885391, email office@homestart-cotswolds.org.uk or visit our website: www.home-startcotswolds.org.uk We’d love to hear from you!

End of an era
Some of you will already know that I shall be retiring at the end of
September. It wasn’t an easy decision, but family comes first and I look
forward to spending more time with my gorgeous grandchildren. I shall,
of course, miss you all! Don’t be surprised if I turn up at a coffee
morning just to say “hello”!
At this stage, I must say so many thank yous. To our Wiltshire
Councillors who put their faith in me to carry on ‘doing what I do’. To the
organisers and members of the lunch clubs, coffee mornings, etc who
made me so very welcome at all of those events. To the individuals who
asked me into their homes and lives, sharing their problems in the hope that I could find
solutions for them. To the Parish Councils who let me tell them about my role and how some
older and vulnerable people struggle in the area. To the magazine editors who have included
my ramblings for the last 11 years in the parish magazines. THANK YOU all.
So to the future. My role will not be replaced within the community, but we are looking for
people who are interested in taking over part of the job. As a volunteer you would be part of
your community and visit social events, coffee mornings etc, to talk to people and listen to
the problems they may be experiencing. It would then be for you to offer possible solutions,
signpost to sources of support, or take these problems forward to the Area Board. Although
voluntary, all expenses etc would be reimbursed and training will be provided. If you are
interested in knowing more about a volunteer role, please contact Alexa Davies,
Community Engagement Manager, on: 01249 706610 or email her:
alexa.davies@wiltshire.gov.uk.
That just leaves me to say goodbye and I wish you
all health and happiness.
Ellen Blacker, Health and Wellbeing Champion
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2021
Last year, because of Covid restrictions, we were unable to carry out house to house
collections and other fundraising initiatives. Despite this we raised a magnificent sum, in
excess of £1,300 - thank you for your generosity in very difficult circumstances.
This year marks 100 years of the Royal British
Legion, and as Covid restrictions ease, Collectors
will be back out in our community raising funds for
the Poppy Appeal.
Richard and Sean at the White Hart have kindly
agreed that we can hold our coffee morning on
Wednesday 10 November - please put this date in
your diary- further details to follow.
Please support us.
Jean Wilde
(Local Poppy Appeal Organiser)

__________________________________________________________________________

We are taking new registrations
We are a village Pre School based in Ashton Keynes
We provide care from 2 years 6 months to 5 years
We accept 15 and 30 hours funding
Our emphasis is learning through play, allowing children to take the lead in the direction of play and
control over their own experiences, building confidence and develop independent thinking and
learning. We recognize the individual and learn and plan for each child.
Our opening hours are:
Monday – Friday 09:00am – 15:00pm
If you would like to find out more information or to register, please kindly
contact us on the below:
The Village Hall, Park Place, Ashton Keynes, Wilts, SN6 6NT

01285 869433
ashtonkeynespreschool@yahoo.co.uk
ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
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Club news
Bowls Club
Indoor Bowls Introductory Evening - 7 October
Are you free on Thursday evenings? Do you want to try something different?
The AK Indoor Bowls Club are holding an Introductory Evening in Ashton Keynes Village
Hall at 19.30 on Thursday 7 October for anyone who wants to have a go at Indoor Short
Mat Bowls.
No previous experience or equipment needed. Coaching on the rules, techniques and the
equipment will be provided along with excellent company and refreshments and all for free.
If you would like to give it a try then email the secretary of the Bowls Club, David Wain, at
ddsak78@gmail.com. If you would like to play on a Thursday evening, but you can’t
make 7th October, let me know.

David Wain

Hope to hear from you.

__________________________________________________________________________

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club
aptly entitled ‘Never Ending Circles’. The next
meeting will be on November 17 featuring a
demonstration by Sally Taylor entitled
‘Christmas Capers’. We are keeping things
relatively low key for the remainder of this
year as we see how things develop, but have
arranged an exciting programme for 2022
(our Golden Jubilee year) when we hope all
will be back to normal.

The Flower Club programme of monthly
events is continuing to run successfully and
we are pleased to return to something
approaching business as usual after such a
long gap.
Our first event for eighteen months was held
in August at Cerney House Gardens near
Cirencester. We were blessed with some
sunshine (a rare sight this summer) so
members enjoyed viewing the lovely
gardens, sampling the excellent tea and
cakes, but most of all just meeting up with
friends for a chat.

Our programme is always very varied and
includes a good mix of workshops,
demonstrations, social events and visits, all
incorporating flowers in some shape or form.
Meetings normally take place at Crudwell
Village Hall on the third Wednesday evening
of the month, 7 for 7.30pm, with visitors and
potential new members most welcome.
If you’d like to get in touch
we can be contacted by
email –
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com.
More information can also
be found on our Facebook
page.

In September our regular monthly meetings
at Crudwell Village Hall recommenced with
our AGM. Extra hygiene measures and some
social distancing were in place to keep
everyone safe. Once the business matters
were completed, a workshop followed in
which members made an arrangement in a
tin, which as usual resulted in lots of
creativity and a variety of interpretations.
On Wednesday 20 October, our meeting will
feature a demonstration by Jayne Morriss
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Club news
How lovely it was to return to the village hall for
our first WI meeting there since March 2020,
although we had met in members gardens when
restrictions allowed. Our speaker was Catherine
Knight who had done a lot of research on our
WI, and tested our knowledge as well with
various quizzes and reminded us of all the
things the WI had done for this village - the
daffodil planting, the seat on church walk, the
oak village sign holding a plaque to
commemorate our Diamond Anniversary in 1980 and plaques awarded to the
village in 1985 and 1991 when we won Wiltshire's Best Kept Village. The
earlier stage and window curtains in the village hall were actually made by
three members, and most interestingly today is the painting and embroidered
framed picture that a member had the foresight to see how the gravel pits with
extraction could become ‘A silk purse from a sow's ear’. Just look at the
surrounding area now! We have also fundraised from our coffee mornings
alongside the Post Office to go towards new chairs for the village hall.
We are beginning to form our future plans, and at our meeting in October
members will take a look back at 100 years of Ashton Keynes WI with various
memorabilia, and a week later - the 21 October - we will celebrate, albeit one
year late, with an Afternoon Tea at Cricklade Hotel. From November to March
next year, apart from December our meetings, will be held in the afternoons in
the village hall at 2.30pm
Carol Drew
01285 862650

***********************************************

Cricklade and District Probus Club
We are looking forward to meeting as group on the 7 and 21 October. The talks
on those respective dates will be TV and Radio Hoaxes and The Introduction of
Containerisation to the Worlds Trade. On 28 October there will a Ladies Lunch to
which all member’s wives are invited.
The meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday at 10am at the White Hart
Hotel in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping our minds active and
socialising over a drink in the bar after the meetings. We are looking forward to
welcoming new members to join us.
For further information about our local club for retired gentlemen, please contact the
Honorary Secretary, Richard Roberts on 01793 751063.
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Club news
Golden Years
Ashton Keynes Golden Years will not be opening at the moment due to three
leading members who are standing down. We would be very pleased if anyone
who feels they could lead this friendly Golden Years Club to get in touch. We’ve
got vacancies for chairperson, secretary and treasurer.

For more information please phone Richard on 01793 772764

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline

07512 233200
Please note that the number isn’t manned continuously so leave a message and the Helpline
Co-ordinator will get back to you.
Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme. We’re here to help
anyone in the area who needs assistance that they’re not able to get from friends, relatives
and neighbours.

Farr’s Fish and Chip van in the White Hart pub car park.
Great line-caught cod in a crispy batter and
fresh cooked chips
Monday 4 & 18 October
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Local numbers
Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211
For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance

AK Link Helpline 07512 233200
AK Website Steering Group via village website
Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466
Anglers Ryan Peare
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk
Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick
geoffchick00@aol.com
Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461
Ashton Keynes Cricket Club
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub
Ashton Keynes Musical Festival Phil Moran
01285 861745
Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School
01285 861436
Ashton Keynes Village Choir Esther Thackeray
www.akvillagechoir.co.uk,
ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club
Paul Blackburn pmblackburn@yahoo.co.uk
Baby and Toddler Group (not meeting at present)
Danny Hardy 07990 818682 or 01666 860192
crazzydannyhardy@googlemail.com
Badminton Club Karen Carter
01285 862371 abc@live.co.uk
Big Brunch Band md@bigbrunchband.co.uk
Big Questions for Seniors Revd Shirley Danby
01793 751463
Bradstone Pavilion Bookings Peter Battrick
861493 Pbattrick@talk21.com
or Paula Thomas 861495
Paula.thomas21@btinternet.com
Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444
Cafe Theos graham.stockill@gmail.com
Create Kathryn Gray 01285 869341,
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk
Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401
Cricklade Theatre Group
jenny-perry@supanet.com and
margaretrcooper@gmail.com
Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Football Junior Phil Moran 07880 715715
Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411
Golden Years Richard 01793 772764
Holy Cross Church 01793 979304,
Shirley Danby (Revd) 01793 751463

Vicar PA vicar.pa@upperthamesgroup.com

Holy Cross Choir Shirley Massey 01285 861382
Holy Cross Flowers Shirley Massey 01285 861382
Jiu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter,
Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986
TimothyGBird@aol.com
Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Millennium Green Trustees Doug Yarrow 01285
861427 dougyarrow@msn.com
Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368
tim@lagondahire.co.uk
Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.uk
Orchestra see www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
ParishCouncil (AK)Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.
Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas
01285 860488
Parochial Church Council Yvonne Edmonds (Sec)
07980 290598
Pre-school 01285 869433,
www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,
ashtonkeynespreschool@yahoo.co.uk
Reading Group cathy.conlon@talktalk.net
Rural Cinema Dave Sheppard dave@akvh.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls ddsak78@gmail.com
Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk
Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price
01793 752852,tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
www.cotswoldwu.co.uk
Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
The Magnificent AK47 Neil Burston,
themagnificentak47@gmail.com
Twinning Association
ashtonkeynestwinning@gmail.com
Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
01793 250211
Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com
Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
861670, info@whitefriars.org
Wiltshire Good Neighbours Ellen Blacker
07557 22020gncarea20@communityfirst.org.uk
Women’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com
Women’s Institute Carol Drew 01285 862650
c.drew25@btinternet.com
Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk
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