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" Optimum Mobility |

Genuine advice and best value from the local specialist

* Wheelchairs, manual & powered
* Scooters and portable scooters

* Powered rise/recline armchairs

* Household, bathing & walking aids
* High quality products

* Large display in country showroom
* Private test area

* Disabled facilities, easy parking

* Part exchange, new & reconditioned

Assessment and tuition at home

The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Sherston,
Malmesbury

01666 840060

www.optimummobility.co.uk

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES
www.classicwindowsltd.co.uk
® CONSERVATORIES @ UPVC DOORS

@ UPVC WINDOWS @ ALUMINIUM RANGE
@ COMPOSITE DOORS @ ORANGERIES

TILLER GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
TIM MORRIS
City & Guilds Qualified

B o rass o _}
 Email:  timmorris822@hotmail.com 3

* Full seasonal garden maintenance

+ Raised heds, wooden sleeper projects and gazehos
8 * Border renovations

* Garden planning and consultation

UNISEX SALON &
BEAUTY ROOM

Open six days aw lon
Tues, Thurs & Friday 9.30am



Dear Friends,

In the Bible Jesus is given many titles. A
whole list comes from the prophet Isaiah -
‘He shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, the
Mighty God the Everlasting Father the Prince
of Peace’. These are words we often hear
read at Christmas time. But I wonder if you,
like me, have a serious question mark in your
mind about how God in Jesus can be the
Prince of Peace when what we see around us
is destruction, violence and war. There are so
many places in our world with problems
which seem intractable, and for which people
seek a violent resolution. How does Jesus fit
into that?

I think the answer comes (and not without
some wrestling) in another title Jesus is given
- Emmanuel, God with us. Where is Jesus? In
the midst of the suffering. Where is the
Prince of Peace? Working in the hearts and
lives of all peacemakers across the world
regardless of race or creed. So let me bring
this closer yet — where is the Prince of Peace
in us and for us?

Are we peacemakers? Are we living in peace
with others? How do we see people who are

Deadlines and Advertising
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different from us? Where L= s
have we allowed self- P ot

interest to cloud a bigger
picture of a united
humanity.

I heard an interview with a Rabbi on the
radio, and he was speaking about his
response to the war in Israel/Gaza; he was a
peacemaker. His response was — wherever
we are, we are to be a blessing, this is how
blessing spreads. So, he went on, wherever
we are we are, to make peace, live peace,
spread peace.

Maybe this Christmas and New Year we can
resolve to live in peace and kindness, careful
about how we respond to people, careful how
we speak of people and to people, bringing
the Prince of Peace into our hearts and
homes, so that we can live in the peace of
Emmanuel, God with us, and share that
peace with others.

Peace be with you.

Revd Canon Debbie Dewes
Vicar, Upper Thames Group

Advertising prices per issue

Please phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your

distributor.

Half page £28.00
Quarter page £14.00
Eighth page £8.50

01285 869479
01285 860926
07737 638724

Editorial Team: Claire Sims
Sharon Gater
Louise Mason

All paid advertisements should

01666 860631 be sent to:

01285 861692

Advertising: Brenda Sheppard

Distribution Richard Vernon

minetynewsletter@gmail.com
Deadline is 16th of the month. Please submit your copy (but
not paid adverts) for publication in the FEBRUARY
newsletter to AKLnewsletter@gmail.com by 8pm on 16

- _ Paid Advertisements appear in the
January or to Claire Sims, 18 Happy Land, Ashton Keynes.

Ashton Keynes & Leigh Newsletter

and the Minety Newsletter
If you wish your item to appear also in the Minety Newsletter

please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by phone or email
minetynewsletter@gmail.com
Please check with Brenda
Sheppard for this deadline,
which is normally 12th of the
month for paid advertisements

When submitting articles to the newsletters please send in
the original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a pdf),
as we do have to reformat a lot to squeeze everything in. It
would also help if you used Verdana font, size 11 with no
underlining. Thank you



Manor Aesthetics

DISCOVER YOUR
HIDDEN BEAUTY

Nestled away in a quiet and
idyllic village location of Upper Minety.

Fully insured & registered, Medical professional led clinic
- Medical Aesthetics, Beauty and Holistic Therapies.

Beauty Enhancement,

Treatments and Massage. \k
e Medi-facials, Waxing & Nails
e Skin tag, Pigmentation ‘(
& Blemish Removal
e Skin-boosting, Anti-wrinkle \ \ '

.
& Vitamin B12 Injections
e Weight loss Treatment
And much more! Find out here: >~
e
Visit: www.manoraesthetics.co.uk 6 Follow us

Email: info@manoraesthetics.co.uk on Facebook
Tel. 07427 504334 & Instagram

Photo by Drew Dizzy Grahom on unsplash.

#) JUST HEATING LTD ...

Your Local Oil, Gas and LPG Central Heating Specialists

We are proud to employ a Fantastic team of Gas Safe and OFTEC
qualified engineers who are committed to providing great service.

Our reputation has been developed through hard work and reliability
malking us the number one choice.

* Boiler Servicing and Repairs

* Boiler and oil tank replacements
* Hot water cylinders and radiators
* Free no obligation quotes
* Upto 12 years warmranty

+ 0% Finance

01249309309 2The Od Dairy

. " g Chariton Park Estate o
info@justheatingltd.co.uk Aan Wikshire
www.justheatingiid.co.uk SN16 9DC
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Ottoe
Ear Wax Removal

Phil and Nicky Spice

Ear Care Practitioners

@ (_)guw

* Microsuction
* Hearing screening test

* Digital Otoscopy

» Down Ampney Clinic |

* Home visits

07597764493

E@ ottoewaxremoval@gmail.com

Ian Nickels Plastering

38 Years Experience

All aspects of plastering and rendering
Internal and external work

. Friendly, clean and reliable
. Tiling, coving work undertaken
. Insurance work

07790 273725

iannickels66@hotmail.com

Call Ian for a free, no obligation quote

THE HANDYMAN

Home maintenance & repair work. Small jobs, all skills.
New home or flat set-up after move - a speciality

Carpentry — Shelves/cupboards — Furniture repairs/restoration
Minor: Bricklaying — Plastering — Tiling — Flooring — Plumbing
Pictures hung — Wall fittings installed — Kitchen appliances set up
Lighting set up — Painting & Decorating — Most broken things fixed

Pressure Washing - Fencing — Guttering — Slab & Gravel Work

Minety (01666) 861297

Retired military — fit and reliable

LOGS.

SOUTHERN FORESTRY

Seasoned logs for open fires and
wood burning stoves. Supplied
loose, in nets and dumpy bags. |1=.'

Call Keith Mills 01793 771742




Editorial 1

—_—
Embracing the Spirit of Christmas in our Together, let's make this _
villages. Christmas a celebration to
Christmas is more than just a date on the \r/?lr;;gg\sber AStament togNesspirit of our two
calendar; it's a feeling that permeates through ]
our community. It's about coming together, Along with the many church services to attend,
creating memories, and sharing the spirit of there is a craft fayre, the rural cinema, look out
generosity that defines our villages. for the Nativity display in the Telephone

Gallery, the Boxing Day Duck Race and the
Under the Sea New Year’s Eve party at the
Village Hall.

Let me take this opportunity to extend our
gratitude to everyone who has contributed to
making our villages wonderful places to call
home. Your unwavering support, your
enthusiasm, and your dedication to building a
vibrant community do not go unnoticed.

We extend our warmest wishes for a
Merry Christmas and a happy holiday
season. May it be filled with love, peace,

This Christmas, let's continue this tradition of and an abundance of cherished moments.
spreading love and joy. Whether it's checking

in on a neighbour, supporting local businesses, From all your newsletter editors, proof
or simply sharing a warm greeting, each readers, contributors and distribution
gesture strengthens the fabric of our villages. team
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Newsletter Delivery Team News

A huge “thank you” to Val Selby who has just retired from the team after many years
of delivering over 40 newsletters every month, including to some of our most
awkward locations. Welcome to Sara Miller who has joined the team and taken over
the Ashfield part of Val’s list.

Of course, a big “thank you” to all the other 20+ members of our brilliant teams, who

continue to deliver each month in Ashton Keynes and Leigh.
Richard Vernon

Mobile library in the Village Hall car park

The Wiltshire Council mobile library visits Ashton Keynes every other Friday between 2pm
and 3.45pm. The next visits are Friday 8 December and 22 December.



BEAUTY

cowley

electrical

i SOURCE
www.cowley-electrical.com

Do you find it difficult to get someone ' [ THE BARN

to come and do a small job? " M W i“M i

* Extra Lights * Additional Sockets * Rewires
* Smoke Alarms * New Fuse Boards Tranqm{'{_sunnurr;dmgsﬂ _Fagu.fgus freatments.
* Landlord & Homebuyer Inspections o

Fault finding & Repairs
------------------------------------------ The perfect Christmas gift

* Qualified Electrician * Six Year Guarantee
* Fully Insured * Reliable Service Beauty Source gift vouchers

* Free Quote * Tidy Work are available online, in the salon
*Reasonably Priced or just give us a call.

Satisfaction Guaranteed We are OPEN between Christmas and New Year.

| will assure you of a quick response and a
0771 5043282

reasonably priced service
infoi@yourbeautysource.co.uk

Call Neil - Your Local Electrician 5P
- .TRUST Purton Road, Cricklade SNG 6HY

2 b co.uk

- 01666 723042 s . yourbeaulysource.co.u

Dedicated care for older people in a homely environment
Call today to arrange a visit
01285 654864

Watermoor Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1JR
www.watermoorhouse.org




Christmas opening times

Saturday 23 Dec 7.30am - 7pm
Christmas Eve 9am - 3pm
Christmas Day CLOSED
Boxing Day CLOSED
Wednesday 27 Dec 7.30am - 2pm
Thursday 28 Dec 7.30am - 2pm
Friday 29 Dec 7.30am - 7pm
Saturday 30 Dec 7.30am - 7pm
New Years Eve 9am - 3pm
New Years Day CLOSED
Tuesday 2 January Back to normal: 7.30am - 7pm

*Please note that these times can be subject to change*

Opening times can be found on the website -
www..ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

The Outreach Post Office

Every Tuesday and Thursday, Ashton Keynes Village Hall
Tuesday morning: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Thursday afternoon: 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Helpline, if you'd like a lift.
Teas, coffees and cakes served on Tuesdays by the WI: 10am - 12noon



KHAN ADAMSON

— ACCOUNTANTS | TAX ADVISERS —

Self Assessment, Tax, VAT, Accounts,
Bookkeeping for Companies, Partnerships,
Sole Traders and Charities!
Qualified accountants
with 30 yrs experience of dealing with HMRC
First meeting free
07939 030806 or 01793 752886
sk@khanadamson.com

http://khanadamson.co.uk/
Chelworth Ind. Estate, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6HE

himney
echanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping,
Pots, cowls & bird-guards,
Repointing & stack repairs,
Stoves, liners & fireplaces

Wood-burner installation
HETAS registered

01793 771782

PammInn 8

Oak Beams ~ Lintels
Sawn Timbers ~ Fencing
Gates ~ Garden Furniture

For more information call us on 01285 652191 or at
sales(@haileywoodsawmill.co.uk ~ www.haileywoodsawmill.co.uk
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G—’WQV K/& G OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR HOME WITH A
SELECTION OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

HOMI

« LIVE-IN CARE

CALL OUR FRIENDLY e« HOURLY CARE,

« HOUSEKEEPING &
CLEANING SERVICES
HOME

TEAM HELP & COMPANIONSHIP e« HOME 'DETOX'

01285 339050

WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

» PRIVATE CHEFS & MEAL ¢« MOTHER'S HELP
PREPARATION




ASHTON KEYNES
COMMUNITY SHOP

The Village Hall Annexe, High Road, Ashton Keynes, Swindon, SN6 6NX
Telephone: 01285 861931, Email: info@ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk
You can find more information on our website ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

Steve and his Christmas Raffle - You have to be in it
t d to win it! Buy a ticket to have a chance of
€am an winning one of three Christmas hampers.

the Tickets £1 each. The proceeds will be split
Management
Committee

between AK Playgroup and Downs
Syndrome Swindon Town football kit.

wish all our 12 Days of Christmas - Look out for
customers the 12 Days of Christmas starting on

Mer December 1st. Each day will feature a
avery Verry different item and for every purchase the

Christmas shop will donate the equivalent to the
and a Happy Foodbank.

2024

Lots of chocolate treats, Advent Calendars and
stocking fillers, all at very competitive prices.
Get yours quick and support your village shop.

Christmas Order Forms

Order forms are available from the shop or
online (www.ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk)
You can order milk, bread, vegetables and of

course the all important Turkey . Did you know? The shop has a great
Orders to Steve please by 12 December. selection of Christmas cards and wrapping
paper. If you're short of paper for those
last minute presents the pop to the shop,
it's cheaper than driving to the
supermarket.




Ashton Keynes

New Parish Councillors and Vacancies
The Parish Council is pleased to welcome Tim
Romback and Mike Low as new Councillors,
having been co-opted at the November
meeting. Beverley Low was also welcomed
back to the Council. There are still two
vacancies for new Councillors so please get in
touch if you are interested or have any
questions.

If you care about where you live and are
passionate about your community, join us
and help to make a local change.

MAKE A
CHANGE

BECOME A
COLINGIEEOR

What do Local Councils do?

Your local parish council work falls into three
main categories:

e Delivery of services

e Improve quality of life for residents

e Give communities a democratic voice

Becoming a Local Councillor

As a local councillor you can become a voice
for your community and make real change.
Local councillors are the champions of their
community who invest time in local projects
and issues to the benefit of residents and the
neighbourhood.

Local councillor responsibilities fall into three
main categories:

¢ Decision-making

e Monitoring

¢ Getting involved locally

10

Can I apply for Co-option?
To join a local council you must be:

e A UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a
citizen of the Republic of Ireland; or be a
citizen of another Member State of the
European Union

e At least 18 years old

e An elector of the local council; or in the
past 12 months occupied land or other
premises in the area the local council serves
(as owner or tenant); or work in the area
local council serves (as your principal or only
place of work); or live within three miles of
the local council boundary.

Find out more:
Visit: www.nalc.gov.uk/makeachange or
contact the Clerk

Parish Steward

On his latest visit the Steward has carried out
the following:

e Clearance of fallen trees/branches from
roads following bad weather.

e Clearance of drains on the High Road.

Please do continue to report any works for
the Parish Steward to the Clerk.




Parish Council

Planning:

New applications considered, for which
there were ‘No Objections’

7 Ashfield: Malus tree - pollard. Acer tree -
pollard.

Melton Lodge, Back Street: Lime tree - fell.
Sycamore tree - reduce by 30% and remove
2 branches. Maple tree - remove one branch.
West Barn, North End: Replacement of oil-
fired central heating system with air source
heat pump.

New applications considered, for which
there was ‘Comment’

Lavendar House, Rixon Gate: New Oak
framed double garage.

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council, ‘No objections’

Land at Four Acre Close: T1 Beech T2 Field
Maple - Reduce both trees by between half to
one third.

27 Eastfield: Maple (T1)- 30% crown
reduction. Magnolia (T2)- 30% crown
reduction.

Raglans, North End: Ash tree - fell.

Ash Tree House, Rixon Gate: T1 Sycamore -
3m overall crown reduction. Remove lower
epicormic growth.

Bourne Cottage, 4 Rixon Gate: Works to 1no
Fir Tree located in corner of rear garden -
reduce height by one third and remove
overhanging branch. Works to 3no Ash Trees
located behind garage and workshop -
remove ivy, dead and overhanging branches.
10 Dairy Farm, Gosditch: Two Leylandii trees
- 25% crown reduction.

Derryfield Cottage, Derryfields: T1-7 - Poplar
- Pollard to previous points, T8 - Ash -
Remove dead limbs + lower branches to lift
crown, T9 - Sycamore (self-Seeded) - Fell,
T10 - Lime - Reduce to previous pollard
points.

16 Fore Street: T1 - Willow - 50% crown
reduction (reprune). T2 - Crimson Maple -
30% crown reduction (reprune). T3 -
Crimson Maple - 30% crown reduction
(reprune). T4 - Acacia - 30% crown reduction
(reprune). T5 - Acacia - 30% crown reduction
(reprune). T6 - Birch - remove (dead).

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council, ‘Approved with Condions’
Chestnuts, Back Street: Erection of front
porch.

More news at www.akpc.org.uk

Next Parish Council meetings:
Wednesday 13 December 2023, 7.15pm, in AK Primary School
and

Wednesday 17 January 2024, 7.15pm in AK Village Hall

Please contact Fiona Ryder for more details
clerk@akpc.org.uk 07394 856232




WE ARE HAPPY

DOGS

Minety Based

Insured, Security Checked & Licensed
(LN/000021710)

Dog Walking, Pop in’s, Day Care & Boarding

Also offer feeding & help with animals from
hamsters to horses

www.wearehappydogs.com
soph@wearehappydogs.com
07730 895777

AIR2AIR LIMITED
Air Conditioning Services

We offer a first class installation and maintenance
service with competitive pricing.
Air conditioning is a great and cheap way to cool
and heat your home.
On Samsung and Toshiba Systems
we offer 7years warranty.

-from £995*
-from £1095*
-from £1295*
-from £1595*

2.5kw
3.5kw
Skw
7kw

*Price will differentiate depending on brand, pipe
length and extras.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote

air2a@icloud.com
07555 352693

Phoenix Health Group

w Our Aim: To promote the lifelong health of our w
patients and respond to their needs in a way
which draws on a wide range of preventative techniques and
holistic practice methods.
If you want to make an appointment or contact the Practice
please either telephone or visit our website at
www.phoenixhealthgroup.co.uk . Please try to avoid visiting
the surgery without an appointment, if possible. If you do visit
one of our surgeries please wear a mask. Thank you.

Phoenix Kemble Branch
Church Lane, Kemble. 01285 770640

Opening Times Surgery Dispensary

Monday 9:00am - 11:30am  8:00am - 11:30am
2:00pm - 5:00pm  2:00pm - 5:30pm

Tuesday Closed Closed

Wednesday Closed 2:00pm - 5:30pm

Thursday 8:40am - 11:30am  8:00am - 11:30am

Friday 8:40am - 11:00am  8:00am - 11:30am

Phoenix South Cerney Branch
Clarks Hay, South Cerney. 01285 862112

Opening Times Surgery Dispensary
Monday 8:30am - 11:45am  2:15pm - 6:00pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 12:00pm

Wednesday 8:45am - 12:00pm  1:45pm - 6:00pm
Thursday 8:45am - 12:00pm

Friday 8:45am - 12:00pm

Consultations by Appointment Only

Main Surgery: Phoenix Cirencester
9 Chesterton Lane, Cirencester. 01285 652056
For information on our opening times at our main Cirencester
Surgery, please visit our website
www.phoenixhealthgroup.co.uk or request our brochure.

LOGS FOR SALE

The Cotswold Canals Trust provides a delivery
service of seasoned Ash logs for wood burners
and open fires.

Delivery is free within a 16 mile radius of
Driffield.

The Trust is a charity and exists to progress the
restoration of the Cotswold canals.

If you support this ambition, or would just like
some logs, please visit
www.cotswoldcanals.org/support-us/log-sales
or call 01453 752568 for details.

Your support will directly help the restoration of
the Thames and Severn Canal and Stroudwater
Navigation.

B e

ing Safely for Restoration
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Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Park Place, Ashton Keynes, Wiltshire, SN6 6NT
Upcoming Events

Keep an eye on NextDoor and local Facebook groups such as
“Ashton Keynes Families” for more regular updates & info

Join us aboard
White Star Line’s R.M.S TITANIC departing
Port Ashton Keynes Village Hall for an

Under the Sea New Year's Eve Party
with live music from The AKsionals

31 Dec from 8.30pm Tickets £15

All tickets can be bought in advance from AK Village Shop or for New Year’s Eve by
emailing HELLO.AKJUBILEESTREETPARTY@GMAIL.COM for PayPal payment details

Please help support our final fundraising push
for the Green Energy Project (solar panel system and electric car charging points).

With grants, your donations and continued support, we are now close to our
£20k target. Supporting our events helps contribute towards our fundraising
goal but if these events are not your thing, we have several mechanisms
that you can use to contribute:
1. Donate Online: We now have JustGiving site where you can
donate so if supporting events or fundraising are not your thing then
please copy the link, search for AshtonKeynesVillageSolar on
WWW.justgiving.com or try scanning the QR code:

2. Easyfundraising partners with over 7,000 brands who will donate
part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It won't cost you
any extra as the cost is covered by the brand. To sign up, search for
Ashton Keynes Green Energy Project on www.easyfundraising.org.uk
or try scanning the QR Code

3. Donate in lieu sending of Christmas Cards. The Green Energy project is one of the
charities you can support through this annual initiative. See the page in this newsletter
for more info.

4. Prize donation. Drop us a line on dave@akvh.org.uk if you have any donations for
our Raffle at the Music night - unwanted gifts, local or homemade produce, a business
service or voucher. All are very welcome!

www.akvh.org.uk

Bookings: Tel: 0844776 0001 Email: bookings@akvh.org
13
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You are invited to
Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Under the Sea

New Year's Eve Party
with live music from
The AKsionals

cexds

PERMISSION GRANTED TO COME ABOARD

WHITE STAR LINE'S
R.M.S

TITANIC

« IN ITS OCEANIC RESTING PLACE FOR AN
UNDERWATER NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY TO REMEMBER

5&1

Departure Date: Sunday 31lst December
- Sailing Time: 8.30pm
Departure Port: Ashton Keynes Village Hall,
Park Place, SN6 6NT

TICKETS £15
AVAILABLE FROM AK VILLAGE
SHOP OR EMAIL

N\ HELLO.AKJUBILEESTREETPARTY@GMAIL.COM
' FOR PAYPAL PAYMENTS

14



Rural Cinema

In the Village Hall

Tickets £5 usually two weeks before the film from
The Village Shop, the White Hart & Essence Hair and Beauty.
Doors and Bar 7Zpm - Film 7.30pm

Wednesday 6 December 2023 - I Wanna Dance With Somebody (12)

Starring Naomi Ackie, Ashton Sanders, Nafessa Williams and others

1 o] ACEIERSRRIRNE housTon il The Magic, The Joy, this December celebrate the untold story of

| \M‘\Nl\*\ an icon.

. Al
RléNCh From the writers of Bohemian Rhapsody, I Wanna Dance with
R Somebody charts the life of global superstar Whitney Houston
in an epic narrative of talent and struggle. The film lays bare
the complexities of her rise and life in the spotlight, including
toxic relationships with her parents, substance use and her
husband Bobby Brown.

It also depicts Houston’s intimate friendship — and romance -
with her early girlfriend, assistant and creative director, Robyn
Crawford.

Wednesday 7 February 2024 — ALLELUJAH (12)
Starring Jennifer Saunders, Judi Dench, Sally Gill, David Bradley, Russell Tovey and Derek Jacobi

Based on Alan Bennett’s play, Allelujah is a warm and deeply

. moving story about old age. When the geriatric ward in a small
Yorkshire hospital is threatened with closure, the hospital
decides to fight back by galvanizing the local community: they
invite a news crew to film their preparations for a concert in
honour of the hospital's most distinguished nurse. What could

go wrong? Allelujah celebrates the spirit of the elderly patients

whilst paying tribute to the deep humanity of the medical staff
battling with limited resources and ever-growing demand.

Allelujah is a film where you don't realise there's going to be a
twist at all, never mind one so vicious. Set in a small,
crumbling hospital earmarked for closure, and which mostly
deals with geriatric patients, Allelujah starts out as a classic
Little Guy vs Government Machine story, but...

15



AK Primary School

Year 6 has braved the
elements and helped our
local community plant a
whopping 2,500 bluebell
bulbs in Bradstone as part
of their conservation
project. It is wonderful for
our pupils to be part of
legacy projects and to
understand why trying to increase the
bluebell population in the UK is important.

Class 6 have also been learning about
climate change in Geography. We have been
thinking carefully about how we can play our
part to combat the climate crisis. Working in
pairs, we designed new initiatives that we
could use in the world today to help.
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Year 5 has been .
learning about . LT
the famous B
explorer Ernest
Shackleton and
his amazing
story of
adventure and
survival told in
the book
Shackleton’s
Journey. We
have researched
the life of Ernest
Shackleton so that we can create
biographies about him.

. (g™ el J
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In Year 4, in Science, we have started the
year by learning about skeletons. We have
learned the names and functions of some of
the key bones
in our bodies
and those of
animals and
S - drawn some
it comparisons
between
different

e skeletons as
well as learning
about
exoskeletons.

¥ iy i 1
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We then took an in depth study in to one of
our focus scientists, Wilhelm Rontgen, the
man who discovered X-Rays! We found out
all about him (including the fact he was
expelled from school!) and wrote our own
fact files.



SHINE BRIGHT

Umbrella Project Display on the Hall
Ceiling

We are so excited have purchased the
neurodiversity umbrella display and now
have it installed in our school hall.

As a school we are proud to promote
diversity and celebrate how we are all indi-
vidual and uniquely made but part of an im-
portant family. We should embrace and
celebrate our uniqueness and individuality
and this includes the way our amazing brains
work, so that we can be kind, supportive and
inclusive. Here is the context around the um-
brellas and what they represent. I saw them
in Cardiff last year and then one of my par-
ents brought the idea to me and her son pre-
sented to the whole school on autism to raise
awareness.

The Neurodiversity Umbrella Project is an
uplifting visual representation of all the
different minds we have here in the UK.
Every Umbrella Project installation helps to

17

ASHTON KEYNES

Church of England VC Primary School

* REACH FOR THE STARS

raise awareness and understanding of
neurodiversity. Thousands of colourful
umbrellas are strung together over public
spaces, in schools, and in company buildings
around the nation. Each display is designed
to represent the one in five of us who have a
neurodevelopmental condition, such as
ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia,
Dyscalculia or Tourette’s syndrome. These
conditions fall under the umbrella term of
neurodiversity.

We are changing the perception of
neurodiverse/neurodivergent people and
celebrating all the many strengths that come
from thinking differently.

I hope you enjoy the display and all it
signifies for our wonderful school by
supporting our vision that every child
deserves ‘life in all its fullness’ and embracing
and celebrating diversity in all areas of life is
a very important part of how we go about
achieving this vision.

Firework Thank You

What a wonderful event our AK fireworks
was. A huge thank you to all who
volunteered, gave of their resources and time
and all who were able to attend. This is our
biggest annual fundraiser and very important
for our school. It also serves the community
with what was a happy, professional well-
organised firework event.

Massive thanks and gratitude to all who
helped make this event possible.




AK Pre- School

LETTERS TO
SANTA

Make Christmas extra special this year with a personalised letter
from Santa and a bag of reindeer food.

Complete a Santa’s letter questionnaire (available at the village shop
or the preschool) or email
fundraising@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk. We will arrange for a
personalised letter and reindeer food to be available for COLLECTION
from the village shop from the 16'" December 2023. Last date to
submit is 15" December 2023,

Letters are £4.00 each, please pay at the village shop (or preschool)
when completing the questionnaire. Available for all ages, so siblings
and friends will not miss out.
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CRAFT FAYRE
CHILDRENS CRAFTS

Saturday 9th December
Ipm - 4pm
Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Come and support some incredible local
crafters

Children’s Christmas Trail, cookie decorating,
craft activities and lots more




Simon D Dodson

Antique Furniture Restorer
and French Polisher

07955 765764: Ring, Text, or WhatsApp
Email: seagryfurniture@aol.com

All types and ages of Furniture
Restored and Repaired

Lower Seagry, Chippenham, Wiltshire

srussell 112@yahoo.co.uk alm‘a
Shaun Russell SEB

Car light van motorcycle and scooter
collection/delivery/disposal service

07968 400326

ALWAYS WANTED
Cars vans motorcycles scooters
absolutely any age any condition
Barn shed or garage clearance service available

Ben Stevens Decorating Services

Mobile: 07584 12688l

Home: 01285 656316

Email: benstevensO8@icloud.com

like us on Facebook, under Ben Stevens Decorating Services

M J GARDNER & CO LTD

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
High Road, Ashton Keynes

For all your plumbing and heating
requirements, including:

Central Heating Installations
Boiler Servicing and Breakdowns
Aga Servicing and Breakdowns
Bathroom Installations
Underfloor Heating

Local company established in 1990
GAS SAFE and OFTEC registered

telephone: 01285 861779
email: sgrdnr215@aol.com
website: www.mjgardner.co.uk

COMPUTER
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIRS

Backup advice & instruction
Broadband installations & wireless security
PC too slow and in need of attention?
Buying a new PC and need to transfer your files?
Operating systems upgraded/reloaded
Troubleshooting and support at reasonable rates
Internet assistance and networks installed
PC repairs/upgrades, onsite or offsite work

SAME DAY SERVICE OFTEN AVAILABLE
For friendly, expert computer help, with
over 30 years’ IT and PC experience,
contact Graham Broughton
Ashton Keynes
Tel: 01285 861540

Mob: 07764 234959
Email: broughtongj@gmail.com
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Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes
N St. Sampson's, Cricklade
Church matters

St. John's, Latton
All Saints’, Leigh

........

Just a reminder of what'’s going on in
our churches over the festive period:

Christmas at our Churches - Holy Cross
Ashton Keynes and Leigh All Saints (Swan
Lane). Everyone is welcome as we celebrate
Jesus coming as ‘God with us’ to show us
and tell us about God’s love here and now.

Ashton Keynes Holy Cross Tree Festival
celebrations Canon Debbie (vicar) will be
celebrating on 3 December at our 10am
Tree Festival Communion and at 4.30pm for
our closing ceremony with prizes, lots of
carols to join in with and a thought for the
day.

Leigh Christmas Tree Lighting 6pm on
3 December with carols, mulled wine and
mince pies.

Christingle Celebration, 10 December
with our school; remembering Jesus came as
light in a dark world. Each child will receive a
Christingle and we invite any donations for
the work of the Children’s Society -
supporting vulnerable children in UK.

Come and enjoy singing at Holy Cross AK
Carols by Candlelight with AK village choir
Sunday 17 December at 3.30pm with
mulled wine and mince pies afterwards.

Weekday worship

7pm Leigh Christmas Eve Carol Service -
come early to get a seat and enjoy our
traditional readings and carols with mulled
wine and mince pies afterwards.

Christmas Eve Crib Service 4pm in Holy
Cross welcomes children and those young at
heart. PLEASE do come dressed as one of
the people in the nativity story, so we enjoy
together celebrating the story of the first
Christmas.

Christmas Eve at Holy Cross has 8.30am
BCP Communion.

Midnight Communion starts at 11pm and
is a very special occasion in a quiet candlelit
church and we greet the newborn Jesus and
each other in the first moment of Christmas
Day at 12midnight.

Celebrate Christmas Day at Holy Cross
10am informal celebration with carols and
communion afterwards for those who would
like it.

Candlemass was when people brought their
candles to church to be blessed and we invite
you to celebrate Candlemass once again on
Sunday 3 February at 10am for our
communion service, anytime in church 11.30
- 12.30pm and 2pm onward.

Monday morning prayers at 9am on Zoom; contact Jane for joining details.
Thursday morning prayers in St Sampson’s: 8.30am for coffee & catch up, prayers from

8.45 and finish by 9.30am.

Contact Jane our Parishes’ Administrator for details - admin@upperthames.org.uk

Church opening times for private prayer

St Sampson's, Cricklade: every day, 9.30am - 3.30pm
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes: Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday, 10am - 4pm
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Church matters

Date

Church

Time

Service

Sunday 3 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion
December 10am Morning Worship
Advent 2 10am Holy Communion for the Tree Festival
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 4.30pm Christmas Tree Festival & Carols
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Morning Worship
4pm Christmas Tree Lighting
All Saints, Leigh 6pm Christmas Tree Lighting
Sunday 10 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Upper Thames Worship Together
December Communion
Advent 3 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 4pm Christingle Service with AK school
Sunday 17 St Sampson'’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion and breakfast
December 10am Morning Worship
5pm Carols by Candlelight
Advent 4 .
St John the Baptist, Latton 3.30pm Carols & Crib Service
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 3.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 24 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 8.30am | BCP Communion
December 4pm Crib Service
1ipm Midnight Communion
Christmas Eve
St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Upper Thames Communion
4pm Crib Service
1ipm Midnight Communion
All Saints, Leigh 7pm Carol Service
Monday 25 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion
December 10am Christmas Day Family Communion
Christmas Day Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Christmas Day celebration for all
ages, with Communion afterwards
St John the Baptist, Latton 11.15am | Christmas Day Family Communion
Sunday 31 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Upper Thames Worship Together
December Communion

Christmas 1 &
New Year’s Eve




Church

St. Sampson’s, Cricklade
St. John's, Latton

All Saints’, Leigh

Ly, Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

Y

E=cagms==—!
Holy Cross Church
Ashton Keynes

Service

' Date Time
Sunday 7 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Morning Worship
January 6.30pm Evensong
Epiphany 1 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Holy Communion
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Morning Worship
Sunday 14 St Sampson'’s, Cricklade 10am Upper Thames Worship
January Together Communion
Epiphany 2
Sunday 21 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion - followed by
January breakfast
10am Morning Worship
Epiphany 3 6.30pm Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Iona Morning Worship
4pm Evensong
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Holy Communion
Sunday 28 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 8.30am BCP Communion
January
Epiphany 4 St Sampson'’s, Cricklade 10am Communion
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Morning Worship

FF s franmm:
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From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of Churches
October 2023

Date & Church/Crematorium

Tony (Anthony) Wolfe Jepps 18 October, St Sampson’s church &
Kingsdown crematorium

John Robert Dare Arscott 23 October, Holy Cross church
25 October, North Wilts Crematorium

Marjorie Sheppard 27 October, St Sampson’s church &
Kingsdown crematorium

WEDDINGS

Name Date & Church

None

BAPTISMS

Name Date & Church
Lily Jaine Margaret Turnbull-Scot 15 October, Holy Cross church
George Anthony Cox 29 October, Holy Cross church

Contact details for the Upper Thames Benefice (Cricklade St

Sampson’s, Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and the
Leigh All Saints)

Vicar: Revd Canon Debbie Dewes (email to vicar@upperthames.org.uk
Tel 01793 752718 + answerphone)

Associate Vicar: Revd Shirley Danby (email to
shirleydanby21@gmail.com Tel 07980 548844)

Parishes Administrator: Jane Eyles (email admin@upperthames.org.uk)
Website https://www.upperthames.org.uk/Tel: 01793 979304)

For weddings and baptisms please check out our website

https://www.upperthames.org.uk/what-we-offer/ or contact
Canon Debbie, Revd Shirley or Jane (Parish Administrator)
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Church matters

Save Leigh Church 200 Club

October draw
1st Mandy Thomas, Leigh
2nd Peter Tuck, Ashton Keynes

The 200 Club has a monthly draw, so, each month, at current membership levels, you
have a chance of winning more than £20 for first prize and about £10 for 2nd prize. Each
ticket is £12 for a year and can be paid by cash, cheque, bank transfer or standing
order.

Please go to: http://leigh-village.co.uk for more information, draw dates or to

download an application form. This can then be emailed to

leighchurch200club@gmail.com or posted/dropped into: Cathy Skelton,
Braydon Farm Cottage, Leigh, Wiltshire, SN6 6RQ. 07962 018547
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ACER TREE SURGEONS F 2\

N
A
ARBORICULTURAL ASSOCIATION APPROVED \é
acer CONTRACTOR ———
Uizee: s Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are at the fore front of Arbo riCU tu ra[
the Arboricultural Industry, with a huge range ASSOCIATION
of skills and techniques, we are always able to trees.org.uk

deliver exceptional service to our clients.

The team are all qualified, personable and willing to meet your tree related requirements.
With our expert knowledge, we will always be able to find solutions for your enquiries.

Services include:

[ Tree Removals, Dismantles and Felling
Crown Reductions, Re-Shaping and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Management of Dangerous Trees
Stump Grinding and Removal
Free Quotations and Tree Health Check

Adam Roberts M. Arbor. A, FdSc Arb ND Arb Director
Tel: 01666 718078 / 07843 082634
Email: adamroberts@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

Everyone deserves S¢ftener
great water... salts

Together we can make limescale

a thing of the past! hvdr Ft

We are a local company offering independent advice y OSO

on water softeners and drinking water systems.

= We can tailor our systems to your individual BrgSte

i t = - - &

requirements = (@ Kinetico

= We offer a FREE no obligation home survey.

+ We install, service and repair a wide range of water Getin touch for more information
freatiment. systeens: i Unit 5, Manor Farm, Down Ampney,

+ We are the largest supplier of water softener salts Cirencester, Glos. GL7 5QF
in the area. )

For a free soft-water demonstration and learn Email info@softenersalts.co.uk

about the benefits of soft-water, contact us now. Tel (01285) 708926/(01793) 975248

Follow us n s .
www.softenersalts.co.uk SoftenerSalts VISA ¥
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Leigh Parish Council Speed indicator Device and Highways Issues

We have in the last few week of October and beginning of November had some technical
issues and recording of offences and offenders have been hampered.

We are looking into the issues. I do know that the police have been making visits to the area
in recent weeks.

The Parish Council are looking at the possibility of purchasing another speed indicator device.

Highways issues

October saw extremes in weather with the area being hit by a large amount of rainfall over
several days. There were properties in the village that were flooded and as a Parish Council
we are sorry to hear this.

We will be raising the issues with the County Council but we would like to remind landowners
that watercourses are designed to aid the flow of water, and it is their responsibility to keep
them clear and flowing.

It is also the time of year to get road side hedges cut to improve visibility for road users.

Members of the parish are reminded to report any issues including potholes and missing/
damaged sighage to either the Parish Council or directly with Wiltshire council through the
mywiltshire app.

Leigh Parish Council

Dragonfly Café  Yiltshire
& Nature Centre

Lower Moor Nature Reserve
Oaksey, SN16 9TW

Enjoy freshly baked scones and cakes whilst
watching dragonflies over Cottage Lake

Find us at:
https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/dragonfly-cafe
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Moos on the Thames

Most of the cows are now housed for winter.
The milking cows are in full time. They get
fed silage twice a day; this is to copy the
rumen cycles of when they are out grazing
getting two fresh areas of grass a day. Even
with the wet weather carrying on into the
autumn, we managed to keep grazing into
November so we are in a good place with
silage stocks. We have had thirty acres
flooded for a month now. And with the rain
continuing to fall I don’t see the floods going
down anytime soon. We will have to see in
the spring how much damage has been done
the those fields. But I am expecting to have
to reseed some of it, even if it’s just
broadcasting on some seed and letting the
cows trample it in to get some productivity
out of those fields.

The spring born calves that have been out
grazing all summer have now returned home
and are in a shed. These are getting grass
silage and some fodder beets (a big root
crop a bit like a swede) to give them some
extra energy to help them grow. The in-calf
heifers that will calve in March are still out
bale grazing. They get a daily allocation of
grass and silage bales that I put in place in
the summer. They will be housed in the new
year so they can get used to the cubicles.

I will start to dry off (stop milking) some of
the milking cows in December. This is where
they have a two month break from milking.
Most of the cows will be dried off in
December and January. But don’t worry
there will still be plenty of milk in the
vending machine over the winter. This is why
I created a small summer calving group that
I can milk through the winter. The economics
of producing milk greatly increases over
winter with the added feeding, bedding and
machinery costs. Nothing compares to the
quality of grazed grass through the growing
season.

In vending machine news, we now have
organic herd chocolate bars in the machine
alongside the organic herd drinking chocolate
flakes and mature and extra mature
cheddars. We have also had a software
update on the milk vending machine which
has stream lined the process. We will be
having more updates within the next few
weeks.

F
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If you have any questions about the farm or
vending machine, please email
moosonthames@gmail.com

Chris Freeth



Caring for our world

Walking in the fresh air and listening to podcasts

One of my favourite pastimes is walking, and
usually if I'm on my own, I listen to podcasts.
Some philosophical, some informative, some

spiritual. I know I'm not alone in my concern
w about the future of our planet, and I find that
listening to podcasts that focus on progress and

positivity in tackling climate change, addresses
the feeling of helplessness that can easily
overwhelm.

The podcast Outrage and Optimism, is hosted
by the most excellent Christiana Figueres (the
architect of the 2015 Paris Climate agreement)
ably assisted by Tom Rivett-Carnac (a political

ZEN and the art Of LIVING  strategist) and Paul Dickinson (founder of the

Carbon Disclosure Project). They analyse and

distil, for a lay individual like me, some very complex geopolitical developments in
the climate arena. As the title suggests, there is outrage, usually at governmental
and regulatory in-action, but equally there is always cause for optimism. Each
episode usually features a conversation with a leading voice in the field, followed by
an engaging discussion. It is a brilliant podcast (globaloptoimism.com).

Another one that always uplifts me is The Way Out Is In. A beautiful listen from
Plum Village, a buddhist monastery in the south of France. It was established by Zen
Master Thich Nhat Hanh, when he was exiled from his home during the Vietham war
for daring to promote peace. Plum Village is all about engaged buddhism and the
podcast gets it’s teeth into thorny world issues, like climate, and tackles them head
on with compassion, deep listening and understanding. It's a wonderful antidote to
shouty sound bite politics! The Way Out Is In is hosted by the monastry’s abbot, and
sometimes fabulously giggly, Brother Phap Huu and Jo Confino a spiritual mentor and
journalist. Listen to an episode or two, you won't be disappointed (plumvillage.org).

Finally, I really like the podcast Upstream, an American bi-monthly 'In Conversation'
series that explores a wide variety of economic themes from an anti-capitalist
perspective. Through a mixture of heartfelt stories, expert interviews, and rich sound
design, it invites you to unlearn everything you thought you knew about economics
and imagine what a better world could look like! (upstreampodcast.org)

All of them food for thought and a real treat for your ears.
Gilly Riddington,

We are nature
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Donations in lieu of

SR Christmas Greetings to
2% Ashton Keynes & The Leigh Villagers !

Donations have been made this year to

Dementia UK, Cirencester Hospital League of
Friends, The British Red Cross and Ashton
Keynes Village Hall

David Moss

Jackie & Martin Lowe
Paul & Hazel Blackburn
Daphne Neale

Paul & Cathy O'Reilly
Julia & Geoff Chick

Sarah-Jane, Brian, Jemma &
Rosie Russell

The Grieves Family

David & Diana Wain
Andrew & Bridget Batchelor
Paul & Alison Beadle

The Roberts from Yorkshire
Morag & Alistair Henry
Steve & Jenny Page

The Kimberleys in South
Cerney

Alan & Lorraine Rudd & family
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Liz Chick & Peter Bate

Martin & Sharon Gardner &
family

Alan, Sarah & Tom Waller
Gilly & Andrew Riddington

Marie, Warren, Ben, Molly &
Zoe O’'Neill

Andy, Claire, Ella & Joe Sims
Dave & Joan Sheppard

Karen, Ken, Ben & Hannah
Wood

Ashton Keynes Village Hall
Management Committee

Stephen, Janet, Nathan Alex,
Libby and Lottie Smith

Bill & Jan Corry

Graham, Julie, Abi, Sophie, Ella
& Charlie Carter

Tom & Jan Cubitt & family



Christmas Cards

Mike & Glenys Bailey
Caroline, Clinton, Joe & Liddie
Dave & Kay Wingrove

Mark Binnersley, Becky, Kate,
Molly & Gus

Val & Roger Threlfall in
Cirencester

June & David Tarr
Sarah & Mike Whitehead

Mike & Beverley Low, Rachel,
Pete & Nick

Ian & Janis Woods
Peter Battrick

Martin, Sharon, Izzy & Ben
Gater

Jane & Graham Broughton
Jean & Richard Rawlinson
Kate & Dave Perks

Lesley & Richard Vernon

Nick, Kate, Freddie & Lucy
Plummer

Revd Shirley & Brian Danby
Jan & Guy Collister

Gwen Astin

Bob & Jill Bewley

Lynnette & Steve Collinge

Essence Hair & Beauty Salon
Dan, Lou & Elijah Mason
Derek Hall

Anne Morris & Mike

Ken & Val Skehan

Irene & Bruce Bartlett & family
Jon & Jayne Hughes & family
Elizabeth Hartland

Chris & Chris Burton & family
Peter & Linda Tuck

Len & Jean Legg

Martin Nichols




Pet Portraits
in Watercolour

All I need are good clear
photographs to work from.

No sitting required.

A perfect gift!

ABACS LIMITED

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

I

Call 01666 860963

Personal service for individuals & business owners

With over 25 years experience in both practice and industry.
Call for a FREE confidential consultation

01666 860963

e@abacs.co.uk

ICAEW

w: www.abacs.co.uk

La Pineda, Upper Minety, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9PR

I[s your home heating
OIL or LPG?

Our expert engineers can ensure your system is in
tip-top condition and working at maximum efficiency:

Installation, servicing, maintenance and repairs

Oil boilers and tanks, LPG boilers and appliances
Experienced engineers, OFTEC and Gas Safe registered
Friendly, professional and reliable service

SN HEATING & PLUMBING LTD

T
aol nd OF

fs
For all gas, oil or LPG heating service, upgrade or installation

Q 01793 753169 | 07711 938 094
B inf 0 A
v
o K@b} safe

nheatingplumbing.co.uk

nheatingplumbing.co.uk

Personal Training

Pilates — small group /
private studio

Small Group Classes

Bootcamp — 7pm Thurs
High Road Park

HIIT Training - wed 12pm
/ Friday 9am

Free Consultation
CONTACT:becbucklefitness@gmail.com
becbucklefitness.co.uk / 07852 948056

DAVID GILL <

BUILDING

Minety Wiltshire STONEWORK

LANDSCAPING
GROUNDWORKS

»

davidgill82@btinternet.com
07795621919
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The Big Draw Festival event in Ashton Keynes
on Saturday 21 October was a great success
with both workshops fully booked. There was
even a family who came over from near
Reading for it. Everyone designed stencils
and made layered coloured prints using Gelli
Plates, a gel printing plate that is used for
making monoprints. Some prints were taken
home, others were displayed in the
Telephone Gallery.

When I was putting it up, someone crossed
over the road to see what I was doing and
exclaimed, "Wow! They look amazing!". And
she was absolutely right! They were
displayed on imitation greaseproof paper with
fairy lights behind so that they looked great
during the daytime and even more magical at
night with the lights shining through. Well
done to everyone who came and made such
lovely artwork!

The current exhibition is a special display
celebrating the Christmas Tree Festival in
Holy Cross Church. The Christmas Tree
Festival promises to be a lovely weekend with
different events on over the first weekend of
December. On Friday it's the ‘Sparkling
Soirée’ - see the 30 beautifully decorated

trees, listen to the Siren Sisters and also the
Blue Notes, sip a complimentary glass of fizz,
place your bids on the silent auction, and try
your luck on the raffle. Tickets are £10 from

the village shop.

On Saturday and Sunday afternoon, there'll
be festive stalls and refreshments, followed
by a special Families Festive Fun event from
4 till 6 on Saturday afternoon. Father
Christmas will be there, there'll be snow, a
quiz trail, festive biscuit decorating, stalls,
and mulled wine for adults and hot chocolate
for children. On Sunday at 4.30pm, the best
trees will be announced and there'll be carols
led by clergy.

Kathryn Gray

Forthcoming exhibitions

6 December - Crafted for Christmas -
an exhibition featuring lots of lovely mosaic
and ceramics gift ideas by Jane Alexander,
Sara Miller and Kathryn Gray. We'll be
having a stall on Tuesday 5 December in
the Village Hall when the Outreach Post
Office and Coffee Morning are on so do pop
in and see us. Shop local and support local
people!

16 December - Nativity - By popular
demand, the gorgeous knitted nativity
scene will be in the Telephone Gallery
again.

6 January - Watercolours by Nicole
McNulty
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Health matters

Purton and Green
Gable Surgery

Harvest Raffle

The Harvest Raffle raised a total of £140.50,
thank you to all who took part. The six lucky
winners were: Hampers - Ray Butt, Linda
Young, Julie Stepp and Gillian Motley;

Scarecrows - Elizabeth White and Val Walker.

200 Club

All profits from the 200 Club go to help
purchase items for the surgery which are not
provided by the NHS.

New members are welcome! The 200 Club
year started on 1 October, however you may
still join part way through the year, bearing
in mind that you will have missed some of
the draws for that year. The cost is just £15
a year and there are two prizes of £100 and
£15 each month. Setting up a Standing
Order for your £15 to be taken annually on 1
September is much simpler for
administration purposes. Forms are available
at both Purton and Green Gable surgeries.

The November draw was done by Healthcare
Assistant Maria Collins and the winners were
£100 Graham Crockford, £15 Nicola
Lawrence. All members of the 200 Club are
allocated a number to be used in the draw, if
you wish to know your number then please
email our Treasurer:
treasurer.psppg@gmail.com to request it.
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PURTON SURGERY

\ Patient Participation Group

St Mary’s Church, Purton Christmas Tree
Festival

Together with many other organisations in
Purton we will be taking part in the
Christmas Tree Festival in St Mary’s Church
during December.

Talk on Parkinson’s: 26 March 2024,
7.30-9pm

We are pleased to be restarting the regular
Health Talks which we were organising for
patients before Covid. The first of these will
be on the subject of Parkinson’s when we
have Rachel Gardner, Lead Parkinson’s
Disease Nurse Specialist at GWH and Vincent
Mobey from Cricklade Parkinson’s Café to
talk. You may remember that we hold the
talks in Purton Surgery where the capacity is
limited, hence we ask patients to ask for a
ticket (free) from reception. Tickets will be
available in the New Year.

Table Top and Books in Purton Surgery
We need good quality items suitable for
Christmas for the Tabletop in Purton Surgery
Waiting Room, if you have any that you can
donate please hand them in to reception. If
you wish to make a purchase from the
Tabletop then please hand your donation to
the reception team. We are unable to receive
any shoes for the table. There are also
books in the bookcase for purchase (50p
each). We currently have plenty of books so
are unable to accept any more for the time
being.

As always, your support for our work to both
inform and support patients is much
appreciated. If you know of anyone who
would like to be included in our email list (all
sent bcc) then please ask them to contact
via secretary.psppg@gmail.com

Sheila Fowler, PPG Secretary



Ashton Keynes Branch

Surgery
01793 750645

We are open on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 1pm at the Village Hall.

You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday if it is
due to be issued. More urgent requests for
medication can be processed and collected from
Cricklade Surgery.

Flu Vaccinations

Flu season is underway. All eligible patients
will be contacted in due course.

These groups are eligible for a flu vaccine in
2023 - those aged 65 years and over; those
aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk
groups; pregnant women; all children aged 2 or
3 years on 31 August 2023; primary school
aged children (from Reception to Year 6); those
in long-stay residential care homes; carers in
receipt of carer’s allowance, or those who are
the main carer of an elderly or disabled person;
close contacts of immunocompromised
individuals.

Boots Patients - Repeat Prescription
Ordering

Boots will no longer be able to order medication
on your behalf from 20 November. You will
need to order this yourself, please only choose
the medication you need and request it from
the surgery around 7 days before your
medication is due. You can do this by ordering
online, if you are not already registered pop in
and speak to a receptionist who can set this up
for you, bringing your repeat slip into the
surgery or by telephone on 01793 750645 and
selecting option 2.

Cancellation of Appointments

Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable increase in cancelled appointments
at short notice. In September we had 47
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Cricklade Surgery |

Tel: 01793 750645

www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

patients that did not turn up to their
appointment and 25 in October.

Please make every effort to attend all
appointments as we are unable to offer those
to other patients. Please give 24 hours’ notice
for a cancellation.

Christmas and New Year Opening Times
(CRICKLADE)

Monday 25 and Tuesday 26 December 2023 -
CLOSED

Wednesday 27 December 2023, 8.30am -
6.30pm

Thursday 28 December 2023, 8.30am - 6.30pm
Friday 29 December 2023, 8.30am - 6.30pm
Monday 1 January 2024 - CLOSED

Tuesday 2 January 2024, 8.30am - 6.30pm
Wednesday 3 January 2024, 8.30am - 6.30pm
Thursday 4 January 2024, 8.30am - 6.30pm
Friday 5 January 2024, 8.30am - 6.30pm

Online Registration and Text Reminders

For managing your prescriptions and book
appointments online please bring some photo
identification and complete a form at Reception.
If you register your mobile number with the
surgery we can send you appointment
reminders.

We now offer online registration for new
patients wishing to register. They can either
visit our website and click on new patients’ tab
or use the address (https://gp-
registration.nhs.uk/J83609 ) to start the
registration process.

NHS Services

You can find contact details of a wide range of
NHS services by just typing in your postcode
and select what services you need.



Club news

Cricklade and District Probus Club

We are looking forward to our coming group meetings when the following
talks will take place:

e 14 December One Day Seated at the Organ
e 21 December Members Christmas Lunch

The meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday 10am at the White Hart
Hotel in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy socialising over a drink in the bar
after the meetings. We are actively seeking to expand our numbers and look forward to
welcoming new members to the Club.

For further information about our local club for retired gentlemen, please contact the
Honorary Secretary, Richard Roberts on 01793 751063.

Ashton Keynes WI

At our November meeting we were made aware that : I ! :

Christmas is just around the corner by Eva Cale who gave us II'EWI Wiltshire
a talk and demonstration titled ‘Greener Gift Wrapping'.

Eva likes to spread a bit of happiness and started her

business selling cards and gift wrapping online 12 years ago
during her maternity leave. She has continued to do this and
brought with her, her *Pop up Shop’ with lovely FSC sustainable cards and paper.

Eva started by showing us how to wrap a bottle using tissue paper and she also made a
flower, also from tissue paper to add to it. Using tissue paper and finely pleating it made it
seem quite easy and was very effective; she fixed all in place using plant-based Sellotape and
informed us that we should try to remove the old type from wrappings and dispose of
responsibly, as it is plastic. She then went on to show us how to make a bag for gifts using
her own paper, which was quite substantial and matt, so withstood the folding.

At our December meeting we will be shown how to make a Christmas wreath by member
Jenny. This and will be followed by a Christmas celebration, so will members please bring a
plate of food, cutlery etc. and a Secret Santa to value of £5.

In Our January meeting, we will be joined by Gerald Owenson, who will show us how to
celebrate Robert Burns - there may be a haggis, neeps and tatties too!

Ashton Keynes WI
ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk
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lsooking for an original handerafted
gift or stocking filler?

Then come along to Ashton Keynes Outreach Post Office

Tuesday 5 December, 9.30 - 12.30

Beautifully HHandmadg Ceramics Uniqug Mosaics and Crafts

Fabric Bags Tea Towels Charity Christmas Cards  Rnitted Hats and Baby Clothes

Come along and enjoy
tea/coffee and cake

On Tuesdays 10am - 12noon, AK Village Hall

Cakes are lovingly made and served
by members of the WI

Raising funds for the Scrubditch Care Farm &
Village Hall solar panels
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Club news

Craft Club

Over the summer I floated the idea of setting up a daytime monthly
craft club in the village hall and in November we had our second Craft
Club.

Like the first one, it was very sociable indeed, we all met new people
and got on with projects and, of course, there was a fair amount of
chatting too. Whilst I am not running it as a teaching workshop, I do
plan to bring along something for people who are between projects or
want to have a go at something new. Last time I did some block
printing to make into notebooks to sell at the Christmas Tree Festival.

i

It’s not going to be held on the same day every month, but we have dates arranged for the
next few Craft Clubs. If you’d be interested in coming along to the next Craft Club, email me
(kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk) or pop a note through our door (16 Gosditch) and I'll get
back in touch. Looking forward to hearing from you!

Kathryn Gray

K LINK HELPLINE

({ ) Ashton Keynes Link Helpline -
v <y 07512 233200

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme.

We're here to help anyone in the area who needs assistance that they're not able to
get from friends, relatives and neighbours.

Prescription collections, taking to hospital appointments or just having a chat - we
are here to help you.

Volunteers Wanted to
help edit this newsletter

If interested please call any one of the editors named
on page three of this mag!
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Club news

Scoults "%"

1st Ashton Keynes

Does your child want

adventure and fun?

Then now is the time to join, to be sure not to miss out!

If you are 6 to 8 years old: Join in with our Beaver colony on Tuesdays at 5.30pm. This is

popular and you may have to join a waiting list.

If you are 8 to 10 Years old: Join Our Cub Pack on Thursdays at 6pm. Spaces are available.

And if you are 11 to 14 years old: Come to Scouts on Friday at 6.45pm. Spaces are available.
Boys or Girls just come and join us in the School Hall.

Beaver Colony

The Beavers continue to be full of energy and
enthusiasm. We have enjoyed a lovely
session at Ashton Keynes church where we
created some decorations for the
Remembrance service. We also took the time
to explore the different war memorials and
were keen to locate the two war graves. A
special shout-out goes to Maisie and Iris, who
represented the colony at the Remembrance
service; they looked extremely smart in their
uniforms.

We are also supporting the church with the
Christmas tree festival and will be making
decorations to hang on our sponsored tree.
We look forward to attending the event.

Cubs

Our Cub pack have been doing experimental
photography and building real life models of
Minecraft characters, amongst other crafty
projects suitable for cold dark nights.

We have also been warming ourselves up
with the exhilaration and sheer joy of
physical games, not just from the large
library of games for young people the
Scouting movement collectively holds, but
also of games designed by the Cubs
themselves!
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Scouts

Whilst the Scout Motto ‘Be Prepared’ is close
to our hearts, we also hope to we can ‘Be
Prepared’ for unforeseen circumstances. The
Scouts have been continuing with the
Survival Skill Activity Badge: building
bivouacs, sleeping in bivvy bags, making
rope out of grass and plastic bottles and
lighting fires by rubbing sticks together - Be
Prepared for anything. Our most exciting
innovation has been the fire inside a hollow
log which also acts as a stove - known as a
Swedish Torch.

The scouts and cubs will be supporting the
Christmas Tree Festival manning one of the
stalls.

If you are looking for a great
Christmas read and present for
your child, may I recommend
‘How to be a Scout’ by Bear Grylls
(our Chief Scout) available
through any Scout Shop.
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North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club

Dates for the Diary:
20 December 2023

18 January 2024

20 November 2024

Demonstration at Pam Lewes studio, Devizes
Ornamental Orbs with Coral Gardiner
Open Meeting with Angela Turner

We had our Open Meeting in November which I'm sure would have been a fantastic evening with
demonstrator, raffles, nibbles etc. For those of us who have a new 2024 diary please mark the
date 20 November 2024 for a similar event with Angela Turner.

Our next event in December is an outside event at Pam Lewes Studio, Devizes for a
demonstration, lunch, which includes raffle. Our first meeting in the New Year 2024 is Wednesday
18 January with Coral Gardiner demonstrating Ornamental Orbs.

Please check the Club’s website northwiltshirevillagesflowerclub for further information. If you
have any queries you can contact us nwvflowerclub@gmail.com.

We are a thriving, enthusiastic group with plenty of fun and friendship thrown in. Our members
and visitors come throughout North Wiltshire and into Gloucestershire with varying expertise some
just wanting to relax and watch. There is a full 2024 programme already organised.

We normally meet every 3rd Wednesday at Crudwell Village Hall 7pm for 7.30pm start unless it is
an outside trip. There is plenty of car park space available post code SN16 9HB.
Tina, 07484 705308

This is our village group and we need your
support to thrive and grow to meet our
children’s needs. We need your help now so
that we can go on running the existing
sections and give consideration to new

Scout news continued...

Group News
Become a Volunteer - Thanks to the small
team of volunteers who have come forward

to help at Beaver camp, held at the end of
September. We are really in need of many
more helpers at sectional meetings and also
in support roles, it may only need occasional
help, if we can get a rota going, probably a
couple of hours every month.

The greatest need is to have an effective and
active Board of Trustees. We have a couple
of members, but need more representation,
this includes Committee members and most
essential a Chairman, and Administrator and
Secretary for the Group. This Board is
essential if our Group is to continue and
flourish. We meet only three or four times
per year, and help to guide and administer
the group and give help to our section
Leaders.
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sections, like the 4 to 6yr old Squirrels.

You could be a parent, or a person who is
enthusiastic and has the well-being of young
people at heart; age is no barrier and
training will be given. Just call me and offer
to help.

On behalf of myself and all our Section
Leaders and all Helpers, we thank you for
your support and wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

David Tarr
GSL 1st Ashton Keynes Scout Group

Please contact me on 01285 861425
david.tarr@davidwtarr.plus.com
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Local numbers

Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211

For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance

AK Link Helpline 07512 233200 Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368

AK Website Steering Group via village website tim@lagondahire.co.uk

Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466 Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Anglers Ryan Peare Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk uk

Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick Orchestra see www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
geoffchickOO@aol.com ParishCouncil (AK)Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461 clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.

Ashton Keynes Cricket Club Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub 01285 860488

Ashton Keynes Musical Festival Phil Moran Parochial Church Council Andrew Sims (Sec)
01285 861745 07500 884188

Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School Pre-school 01285 869433,

01285 861436 www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,

Ashton Keynes Village Choir Howard Foster, communications@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
07502307490, www.akvillagechoir.co.uk, secretary@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com fundraising@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club Reading Group cathy.conlon@talktalk.net

Diana Wain dw24813@gmail.com Rural Cinema Dave Sheppard dave@akvh.org.uk
Baby and Toddler Group Jemma Craven Short Mat Bowls ddsak78@gmail.com

jemmalcraven@gmail.com

Badminton Club Karen Carter

01285 862371 akbc@live.co.uk

Big Brunch Band jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk
Big Questions for Seniors Revd Shirley Danby WWW.cotswoldwu.co.uk

01793 751463 or- . . The Telephone Gallery, Kathryn Gray, 01285
Bradstone Pavilion Bookings bookmgs@akpc.org.uk869341 thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444 www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com

Craft Club Kathryn Gray 01285 869341, Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com

kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk g .
Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401 The Magnificent AKs Stuart Harris
stuart.harris1965@gmail.com

Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463 Twinning Association

Football Junior Phil Moran 07880 715715 ashtonkegnestwinnm ®amail.com

Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411 Village Eymer enc gTeIge holne System (VETS)
Holy Cross Church Canon Debbie 01793 752718 01792 2502119 y P y

Revd Shirley 07980 548844 Admin 01793 979304, Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317

admin@upperthames.org.uk lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

-I]-I_olz_::ros;sl Fllaov(\:lgrs ter) J Slaught Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
lu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter, 861670, info@whitefriars.org

Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986 Women’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317

TimothyGBird@aol.com lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463 Women'’s Institute Susie Grier 01285 861561
Millennium Green Trustees Doug Yarrow 01285 - . .
ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk

861427 dougyarrow@msn.com Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk

Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk

Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price

01793 752852, tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
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PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192
Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @ Intel Corporation

B GIBSON

Carpenter & Joiner,
General Maintenance

01285 643212

BERRY’S ROOFING

Tadpole Garden Village, Swindon
Specialist in Cotswold stone tiling
(3rd generation)

No job too small ~ Free estimates
Ring Gary on
07930 893195

Email info@berrysroofing.co.uk
www.berrysroofing.co.uk

ol
HOWSE

LANDSCAPING & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
——

Full Garden Design Services Now Available
Professional and reliable service for all your gardening needs
Dry Stone Walling
Patios and Decking
Hedge Cutting and Lawn Mowing
Fencing
For your free no obligation quotation
Contact John on 07970 527283 /01793 771186

Pilates and Sports Massage in Leigh
Rachel Barber-Brock BSc, MSc, PGCHE

Private countryside studio

Face-to-face and online group
and 1-2-1 Pilates

No experience necessary and
all abilities welcome

20 years of experience

Mobile: 07870 138557

Email: restoredpm@outlook.com
Facebook: Restored

Instagram: restored.pilates.massage

Carter
Funeral Directors

4 The Lotts, Ashton Keynes

07873 339012 01285 862371
(day or night)

Burials & Cremations

Serving the Community since 1860

Complete Coaching

Based in Minety, | am an experienced life coach dealing with:

*Stress and Anxiety
*Relationships
*Confidence
*Career Coaching

Coaching is a confidential space for powerful thinking.
My clients tell me it is both refreshing and empowering.
This is an opportunity for you to gain clarity, perspective and
choice.

Sam Lister
07980 773 876 or samantha.lister@btinternet.com
www.sam-completecoaching.com

00

STEVE FLOYD PEST CONTROL
ERADICATION & PREVENTION

T: 01285 643750
M: 07933 351373

—

Fully qualified (25 years experience) ("
Fully Insured

E: stevefloydpestcontrol @ gmail.com
www.stevefloydpestcontrol.co.uk
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Complete Landscaping Service

Philip Dickenson

5 Saxon Road
Cirencester
GL7 1AX

T 01285 644701
M 07976 239383
philipdickenson2@gmail.com

=
omcnostics [l TYRES MOT

01285 861224

@n garage@ellisonscoaches.co.uk
The Garage, High Road, Ashton Keynes, SN6 6NX

30
EXHAUSTS

KINCH FUEL OILS LTD

Hornbury Hill, Minety

01666 860564 // 860575

Suppliers of high-grade fuels for
industry and transport

—
JET,

Authorised Distributor

:\\ 2z Minety Dog Walking

NF
=

and Pop-in Service.

( small animals and horses )

Prices from £7. -

I |

| Local Painting, Decorating

and Handyman Service Ashton Ke\!nies |

No job to small
Please call Mark for a quote o

07722 185723

barts7000@yahoo.co
I T ;f !
ﬁﬂ: i 1 Sy

—

— T
~MARK BARTLETT |

Contact Jo on 07831249010
The |

A
% GEORGE

ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT :
01793 852458 [

MaALMESBURY HOSPITAL WT;MWL
01666 823165 s
i L

24 hrour emergency service
delivared by OUR vets

U= yoog

Cricklade School of Motoring
KEITH WALKER

Established 1977 (over 2,000 passes) Dept of Transport approved

Holder of MSA Diploma in Defensive Driving

MIAM, MROSPA (Class 1 Gold) Member of DIA

Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction

Holder of RoSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain

Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered

Learner, Advanced, Motorway and Refresher Courses
Cricklade and surrounding arcas

Tel: 01793 709883

Busy Fingers Printing
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TV Problems? Poor Picture?

- AARDVARIK 1
INSTALLATIONS

e New TV Aerials » Freesat & Sky Installations
e Extra TV Points Fitted e Domestic Electrician
e Set-up and Installation of Equipment
e Broadband, Wi-Fi & Networking ¢ CCTV Installations

| cai g rrusnunrc

Freeview

01285 800041 Email aardvark@alpens.co.uk




