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Carpenter & Joiner,
General Maintenance
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01285 861224 g

r@n garage@ellisonscoaches.co.uk
The Garage, High Road, Ashton Keynes, SN6 6NX

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

/Jx ABACS LIMITED
/A Crarteren AccOUNTANTS

Call 01666 860963

Personal service for individuals & business owners

With over 25 years experience in both practice and industry.
Call for a FREE confidential consultation
01666 860963

e: steve@abacs.co.uk
w: www.abacs.co.uk

La Pineda, Upper Minety, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN'16 9PR

TILLER GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
TIM MORRIS
ity & Guilds Qualified

Mobile: 07818072273
Email:  timmorris822@hotmail.com 3

i *Raised beds, wooden sleeper projects and gazebos

+ Border renovations
+Garden planning and consultation

DOGS

Minety Based

Insured, Security Checked & Licensed
(LN/000021710)

Dog Walking, Pop in’s, Day Care & Boarding

Also offer feeding & help with animals from
hamsters to horses

www.wearehappydogs.com
soph@wearehappydogs.com
07730 895777




Dear Friends,

As I'm writing this the winter Olympics are in
full flow and three gold medals have been
won, with Matt Weston breaking course
records in the process. Rugby fans are
enjoying watching Six Nations Championship
matches, so it feels as if there’s rather a
sport fiesta going on.

I wonder which sport you think has most in
common with the Christian faith? Maybe
team games (netball, hockey, rugby or
football), because you are meeting up with
others and because the game can go
forwards and backwards, just like faith at
times. Perhaps you’d think faith is like long
distance running because it takes
perseverance and involves people offering
refreshment on the way. Maybe faith is like
wrestling, because we can find we're having
a tussle over those big questions of life and
faith.

Upper
Thames
Churches

Overflowing with God'’s Love

St Paul, nearly 2000 years ago, compared
our Christian life to a race and wrote “Let us
run with perseverance the race marked out
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith”. I think it's a good
description because faith isn’t a sprint, rather
more a marathon, needing steady
commitment and the willingness to keep
going when the path feels uphill.

And just as runners keep their eyes on the
finish line, so we try to keep Jesus in sight
and we will find he is the prize too. Jesus
invites all of us into his ‘race for life in all its
fullness’ and as a bonus we'll find Jesus is
always running with us, in whatever we go
through.

Rev’d Shirley

Associate Vicar, Upper Thames Benefice
Ashton Keynes, Cricklade, Latton and the Leigh

Join us for our 2026 AK Link Helpline AGM
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Tuesday 24 March at 10.30am in the Village Hall

Bring your coffee, cake and any ideas to our table.
> New committee members are always welcome.

AK Village Choir - 30t" Anniversary
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 17 October 2026

Celebrate our amazing achievement of performing and entertaining
you all for the past 30 years.
The choir will be revisiting songs and music from over the years.

Joining us will be guest singers and musicians.
Let’'s make it a night to remember

We raised £873.50 for the Wiltshire and Bath Air Ambulance
from the November concert held in the village hall.




FARNITURE

FURNITURE FOR SALE
COMMISSIONS WELCOME

Give me your tired and
much-loved furniture...

and | will transform it with
care, creativity and respect

More than 10 years’ experience

07717 535381 jo@relovedbyjo.co.uk  www.relovedbyjo.co.uk

ACER TREE SURGEONS 45

ARBORICULTURAL ASSOCIATION APPROVED

ace r CONTRACTOR —_

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are at the fore front of Arboricu ltural

the Arboricultural Industry, with a huge range ASSOCIATION

of skills and techniques, we are always able to trees.org.uk
deliver exceptional service to our clients.

im‘-;": %

tree surgeons

The team are all qualified, personable and willing to meet your tree related requirements.
With our expert knowledge, we will always be able to find solutions for your enquiries.

Services include:

° Tree Removals, Dismantles and Felling
Crown Reductions, Re-Shaping and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Management of Dangerous Trees
Stump Grinding and Removal
Free Quotations and Tree Health Check

Adam Roberts M. Arbor. A, FdSc Arb ND Arb Director
Tel: 01666 718078 / 07843 082634
Email: adamroberts@acertreesurgeons.co.uk




Editorial

There’s something about the first real stretch
of daylight in the evening, the daffodils
pushing through, and that slightly softer air
that makes everything feel possible again.
After the darker, quieter months, the villages
begin to stir — gardens are tidied, walking
boots reappear, and conversations linger a
little longer at the gate.

For those new to the village, we hope you
are beginning to feel at home. Community is
built in small moments: a wave across the
road, a chat at the shop, a helping hand
when needed. We encourage everyone to
take that small step - attend the Linkline
AGM meeting, join a group - the tennis or
photography clubs - or simply introduce
yourself. You might be surprised how quickly
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those small steps turn into -
lasting connections.

As always, if you have items for next month’s
edition - announcements, celebrations,
milestones, or news - please send them in by
the sixteenth of the month. Or maybe you
have an idea you’d like to share - a
workshop, a social event, a new club, please
do get in touch. This newsletter is here to
connect people and ideas, and new
suggestions are always welcome. This is your
newsletter, and it thrives on your
contributions.

Here’s to longer days, lighter evenings, and
another month of village life shared together.

Sharon
Deadlines and Advertising
Editorial Team: Claire Sims 01285 869479 e o
Sharon Gater 01285 860926 Advertising

Louise Mason
Claire Sims
Richard Vernon

Advertising:
Distribution:

07737 638724
01285 869479
01285 861692

You'll need to purchase advertising
space for Minety and AKL
newsletters separately from now

Please phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your on.

distributor.

Deadline for articles is 16 of the month.

Please submit your copy for publication in the APRIL
newsletter to AKLhewsletter@gmail.com by 8pm on
16 March or to Claire Sims, 18 Happy Land, Ashton

Keynes.

When submitting articles to the newsletters please send
in the original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a
pdf), as we do have to reformat a lot to squeeze
everything in. It would also help if you used Verdana

font, size 11 with no underlining.

If you wish your item to also appear in the Minety

AKL Advertising prices per
issue

Half page £15
Quarter page £8
Eighth page £5

Do talk to us if you'd like a full
page or an advertorial.

Please send the artwork and
any enquiries for paid adverts
to AKLhewsad@gmail.com

Newsletter please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by

phone on 01666 860631 or email
minetynewsletter@gmail.com

Thank you

Deadline for advertising is
14 of the month



Samtdon Sweer
WWW.SAMSONSWEEP.COM

Chimney Sweeping Services including:

Manual Sweeping / End of Tenancy Sweeps / Stove Rope Replacement
Rotary Sweeping / Chimney Cowl Fitting / Birds Nest Removal
CCTV Inspections / Log Burner and Multifuel Stove Servicing

Smoke Checks / Fire Brick and Stove Glass Replacement

Fully insured, Sweep Certificates issued

Book Now: 07867582878 /#BRmSH

G DAVIES EXTERNAL
CLEANING

Drone viewpoint assessments
Gutter unblocking & cleaning
Roof clean & moss removal
Walls, patios, driveways & conservatories
Fully insured

Call or Message: 07842 977337
Email: cleaning@alpens.co.uk

Business owned & opera 'q'ri by G v~.'||'_,.- m Davies o r'||'_.'

CHIMNEY
AN SWEEPS

Bespoke Joinery of Fitted
and Freestanding Furniture

075135903476

www.ben-vivian.co.uk

Wardrobes - Underneath Stairs
Alcoves - Tables - Benches




ASHTON KEYNES
COMMUNITY SHOP

The Village Hall Annexe, High Road, Ashton Keynes, Swindon, SN6 6NX
Telephone: 01285 861931, Email: info@ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk
You can find more information on our website ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

Mother’s Day this year is Sunday 15 March. A great selection of pies and pasties
You will find lovely bouquets of flowers, freshly made in Cornwall and delivered to
chocolates and bottles of fizz to treat your the shop fresh every Thursday.
special Mum. Cards are also available.

P The chiller is
Question - What Does The Shop Sell? | stocked with
Answer - The shop is stocked with
everything you need on a daily basis. If we
don’t have a product please ask Steve and

he will endeavour to get it for you.

best sausages
ever), bacon
(unsmoked and
smoked), black
puddings, faggots,
burgers, mince,
chicken breasts
and whole

M chickens, all from
our local butchers
in Lambourn.
Joints can be

4 ordered - deliveries
twice a week.

Fresh bread to suit all
tastes. Don't forget
Sourdough Saturday
and Wednesday, with

® sourdough.
FROZEN FJDODS

The freezer is always
full of lots of goodies -
chips, vegetables,
pizzas, Young’s fish
meals, garlic bread,
puddings and ice cream
etc.

Easter is just around the corner. Look out
for Easter eggs arriving very soon. Creme
Eggs are already flying off the shelf!

Fresh sandwiches are delivered daily from  The shop will have reduced hours on Good
Munch Away in Cirencester. Friday and Easter Monday.

Please SUPPORT your local shop

March Opening Times

Monday - Saturday: 7.30am - 7pm
Sunday: 9am - 3pm




Complete Coaching

Based in Minety, | am an experienced life coach dealing with:

*Stress and Anxiety
*Relationships
*Confidence
*Career Coaching

Coaching is a confidential space for powerful thinking.
My clients tell me it is both refreshing and empowering.
This is an opportunity for you to gain clarity, perspective and
choice.

Sam Lister
07980 773 876 or samantha.lister@btinternet.com
www.sam-completecoaching.com

BERRY’S ROOFING LTD

Blunsdon, Swindon
Specialist in Cotswold stone tiling
(3rd generation)

No job too small ~ Free estimates
Ring Gary on
07930 893195

Email info@berrysroofing.co.uk
www.berrysroofing.co.uk

M J GARDNER & CO LTD

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
High Road, Ashton Keynes

For all your plumbing and heating
requirements, including:

Central Heating Installations
Boiler Servicing and Breakdowns
Aga Servicing and Breakdowns
Bathroom Installations
Underfloor Heating

Local company established in 1990
GAS SAFE and OFTEC registered

telephone: 01285 861779
email: sgrdnr215@aol.com
website: www.mjgardner.co.uk

Domestic and Commercial Local Electrician

With 35 years' experience
All aspects of electrical contracting undertaken including:
EV Car chargers Storage batteries Office wiring
Rewires Inspection and test Heating controls
Smart Houses New builds
Contact Justin for a free quote:
bmelectrician@yahoo.co.uk 07901 564 932

Based in Ashton Keynes

— Y
MARK BARTLETT

Local Painting, Decorating 7
and Handyman Service Ashton Keynes |

No job to small by
Please call Mark for a quote on7

07722 185723 |
rts7000@yahoo. co

)

Personal Training
Pilates — small group /

private studio

Small Group Classes

Bootcamp — 7pm Thurs
High Road Park

HIIT Training - wed 12pm
/ Friday 9am

Free Consultation
CONTACT:becbucklefitness@gmail.com
becbucklefitness.co.uk / 07852 948056




Ashton Keynes Pre-School

Did you know Ashton Keynes Pre-school offers
wrap around care??

R/
_“:' Ashton

=0 © (:* Keynes
> ,.- Preschool

EDUCATION THROUGH PLAY

Our emphasis is learning through
play allowing children to take the
lead in the direction of play and

% control over their own experiences,
j building confidence and develop

independent thinking and learning.
We recognise the individual and

learn and play for each child.

XK
Breakfast Club available Monday - Friday between 8-9am GOEStEd
(term time only) Eriide

After School Club available Monday-Wednesday 15:00-17:45pm
(term fime only)

If you would like to find out more information or to register, please
contact us:

e manager@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
0 info@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk

€ 01285869433



hEWI ASHTON KEYNES WI W
INSPIRING WOMEN

If a loved one needed urgent help, could you act fast?

Most cardiac arrests occur away from medical help, yet
many of us lack CPR skills. Knowing CPR, using a
defibrillator, and basic first aid can make all the difference.

Basic Life Support and Other First Aid

- Four hours of training held in Ashton Keynes Village Hall
- Small groups (maximum of 12 participants)
- Led by Gary Owen from Inspire First Training
- Open to anyone aged 18 and older
- Children aged 14 and over are welcome to join, working
alongside a parent or carer as a pair
.- Total cost for both sessions: £20 per person
- Pre-booking is essential
. Tickets available at Ashton Keynes Village Shop
. **Sessions:**
o Saturday, 28th February - Basic Life Support
o Saturday, 14th March - Other First Aid
**Time options:** 9:00 to 11:00 or 11:30 to 13:30 **

What’s included:

28th February - what todo in an
emergency, primary survey, recovery
position, CPR, safe use of a public
automated defibrillator, choking

14th March - bleeding, shock, heart attac
stroke, anaphylaxis, hypothermia

Any questions? Email:
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk

Inspire
First
Training

Organised for the community by
Ashton Keynes WI, Ashton Keynes
Village Hall, & Inspire First Training

L
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Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Park Place, Ashton Keynes, Wiltshire, SN6 6NT
AGM Notification

Motification of and invite to the AGM for Ashton Keynes
Village Hall to be held on Wednesday 25 March 2026 at
Ashton Keynes Village Hall at 8pm. Advance agenda items
to be forwarded to secretary@akvh.org.uk

Booking The Village Hall

With a modern kitchen facilities, a fresh décor, parking,
alcohol licence and ocur new updated teoilets, we have

Hﬂw Dﬂ | Book? everything you need for your event!

You can check availability of the hall in advance on our website:
www.akvh.org.uk: click on the “Availability” box at the top
To book you can either call or email:

= Call the booking line on 0844776 0001 - Please leave a message, and we will
call you back

« Email Rowena at bookings@ akvh.org.uk with your requirements

How Much Does It Cost?

Check the “Downloads” section on our www.akvh.org.uk website for the latest
charges in the 5Scale of Charges Document. As at Sept 2025 charges are
summarised below per session, sessions run from 5tart-1330, 1330-1800, 1830-
Close,

Hourly rates or part-sessions are available where there is room in the schedule,
please enquire with Bookings for more details.

Discounted Rate (1) | Activities Rate (2) Functions Rate (3)

Main Hall £30 £60 £30

Whole Building Please Enguire

(1) The Discounted Rate applies to regular bookings by organisations for

classes for the benefit of parishioners; performance rehearsals and pre-teens
children's parties between Sunday morning and Friday afterncon.

(2) The Activities Rate applies to pre-teen children's parties on Friday evenings or
Saturday morning or Saturday afternoon sessions; school shows; meetings of non-
parish organisations; morning/afternoon activities, not covered by rate (1), to which
the public is admitted.

(3) The Functions Rate applies to all evening functions not covered by rates (1) & (2).

11



AIR2AIR LIMITED

Air Conditioning Services

We offer a first class installation and maintenance & W E LLB E I N G

service with competitive pricing. AT THE BARN
Air conditioning is a great and cheap way to cool

and heat your home.
On Samsung and Toshiba Systems
we offer 7years warranty. Visit our websites for everything we have to offer
including beauty and holistic treatments,
workshops, retreat days, yoga, Pilates and

Where your inner and outer beauty merge

2.5kw -from £995*

35kW 'from £1095* much more.
S5kw -from £1295*
7kw  -from £1595* Join our vibrant, diverse wellbeing community.

] o ) ) ) We rent out treatment rooms and studio space.
*Price will differentiate depending on brand, pipe

length and extras. A warm welcome awaits you.

Contact Rachel on:

. . . 0771 5043282
a | r2 a @ I C I o u d . co m info@yourbeautysource.co.uk
The Barn, Blackthorn Centre,

Purton Road, Cricklade SN6 6HY
0 7 5 5 5 3 5 2 6 9 3 www.yourbeautysource.co.uk

www.wellbeingatthebarn.co.uk

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote

el R Fap - S

Dedicated care for older people in a homely environment

Call today to arrange a visit
01285 654864
Watermoor Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1JR
www.watermoorhouse.org

12



Ashton Keynes has a Millennium
Green — did you know?

The Millennium Green is the Ashton Keynes
own ‘open space’ for villagers to enjoy and
relax in. It is alongside the Bradstone Sports
field and is managed by a team of trustees in
such a way as to specifically encourage a
variety of flora and fauna in meadow and
light woodland environments. A pond has
been created to attract wildlife and there is a
newly planted Ron Thomas Orchard.

Wouldn't it be great if we could eventually
produce our very own village cider! (A few
years to go.)

This area is for the village residents. All are
welcome to come and bird watch, or to

appreciate the trees, wild flowers and wildlife.

Dog walkers are always welcome, but please
pick up poo and either take it home or put in
the bin by the Bradstone/Rixon Gate exit as
you leave. Children play in the Millennium
Green and we need to keep it clean.

Over the years the trustees have enhanced
the Green by planting a wildflower meadow
where the cowslips put on a magnificent

show every spring. A copse has been
established with over 200 additional trees
planted since 2015. Within the woodland
areas snowdrops and blue bells have been
planted although more are required for a
truly memorable display.

Does anyone have any snowdrop or blue
bells bulbs to donate to the Millennium
Green? If so, then please contact Hazel
Blackburn 01285 869016 and she will
come round and collect them.

Many thanks
www.ashtonkeynesmilgreen.org

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline 07512 233200

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme.

We're here to help anyone in the area who needs assistance that they are not able
to get from friends, relatives and neighbours.

Prescription collections, taking to hospital appointments or just having a chat -
we are here to help you.

AK LINK HELPLINg
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STEVE FLOYD PEST CONTROL
ERADICATION & PREVENTION

T: 01285 643750
M: 07933 357373

E: stevefloydpestcontrol @ gmail.com
www.stevefloydpestcontrol.co.uk

Fully qualified (25 years experience)
Fully Insured

THE HANDYMAN

Home maintenance & repair work. Small jobs, all skills.
New home or flat set-up after move - a speciality

Carpentry — Shelves/cupboards — Furniture repairs/restoration
Minor: Bricklaying — Plastering — Tiling — Flooring — Plumbing
Pictures hung — Wall fittings installed — Kitchen appliances set up
Lighting set up — Painting & Decorating — Most broken things fixed

Pressure Washing - Fencing — Guttering — Slab & Gravel Work

Minety (01666) 861297

Retired military — fit and reliable

SN HEATING & PLUMBING

Group

EMPLARY CARE

E X
AND HOME STAFFING
S ENRIVAIRERE S

HOML

01285 339050

WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR HOME WITH A
SELECTION OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

e LIVE-IN CARE e HOUSEKEEPING &
CLEANING SERVICES
CALL OUR FRIENDLY + HOURLY CARE, HOME
TEAM HELP & COMPANIONSHIP « HOME 'DETOX'

» PRIVATE CHEFS & MEAL
PREPARATION

Is your home heating
OIL or LPG?

Our expert engineers can ensure your system is in
tip-top condition and working at maximum efficiency:

Installation, servicing, maintenance and repairs

Oil boilers and tanks, LPG boilers and appliances
Experienced engineers, OFTEC and Gas Safe registered
Friendly, professional and reliable service

oA
LTD

!

For all gas, oil or LPG heating service, upgrade or installation

Q 01793 753169 | 07711 938 094

G&Ad

B info@snheatingplumbing.co.uk

r.snheatingplumb 3.uk

;| T
»
l“'”

MOTHER'S HELP




Rural Cinema

In the Village Hall

“Use it or lose it”
Doors and Bar 7pm - Film 7.30pm, £5

Owing to an issue with our projector and the challenge of getting an
engineer out promptly, we've had to postpone the next film until March.

Wednesday 4 March 2026 - Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (PG)
“The time has come to say goodbye”

Starring Elizabeth McGoven, Hugh Bonneville, Jim Carter, Brendon Coyle, Dominic West,
Penelope Winton and many others

# When Mary finds herself in a public scandal and the family faces
financial trouble, the household grapples with the threat of social
¥ disgrace. The Crawleys must embrace change with the next

B generation leading Downton Abbey into the future. IMDB

M Life at Downton is as eventful as ever, with Lord G brooding on
whether to accept Lady Mary’s succession as the mistress of the
house, and graciously retreat with his wife to the "Dower House”
occupied by his late mother. A rather gruesome Hammer horror
portrait of the late Maggie Smith now dominates the building. Lady
Grantham’s sheepish American brother Harold (Paul Giamatti) comes
to stay with his smoothie financial adviser Gus Sambrook
(Alessandro Nivola); the latter gives Lady Mary the eye. And below stairs, housekeeper Elsie
Hughes (Phyllis Logan) calms the premarital nerves of Mrs Patmore (Lesley Nicol), assuring
her that conjugal responsibilities are in fact “terrific fun!”. The Guardian

With Lady Mary’s now-public, very scandalous divorce, the respective heads of upstairs and
downstairs handing over the reins of the house to the younger generations, and even Isobel
Grey (Penelope Wilton) adding two servants to the Yorkshire Show organising committee, The
Grand Finale covers the huge changes buffeting the Crawley family and wider society in the
the early 1930s. Cautionspoilers.com

Wednesday 1 April 2026 - The Penguin Lessons (12)
Starring Steve Coogan, Jonathan Pryce, Bruno Blas and many others

B e In 1976, as Argentina descends into violence and chaos, a world-
; weary English teacher regains his compassion for others thanks to
an unlikely friendship with a penguin in this moving comedy drama.

The Penguin Lessons is a heartwarming memoir by Tom Michell
about rescuing an oil-covered penguin named Juan Salvador from a
Uruguayan beach in the 1970s. While teaching in Argentina, Michell
adopts the bird, which becomes a beloved mascot at his boarding
school, transforming the lives of students and staff amidst political
unrest. (Google search)

Y A disillusioned Englishman who goes to work in a school in a divided
Argentlna in 1976 finds his life transformed when he rescues an
orphaned penguin from the beach. (IMDB)
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Ashton Keynes Primary

As we come to the close of another brilliant
term, it is a pleasure to reflect on some of the
new projects and learning taking place in our
school.

School Pond Development - Forest
School area

NG

.:‘-'ﬁ I,.:!'I Fpr e ol

We have been very lucky this winter as we
have recently had our Forest School area
refurbished. The decking has been replaced
and the pond completely dug out and relined.
We look forward to planting new pond plants
and developing the area further in Forest
School sessions.

Safer Internet Day

This month saw the whole school take part in
Safer Internet Day. The children enjoyed
learning based around the theme ‘Smart tech,
safe choices - Exploring the safe and
responsible use of Al’. Across the school, we
explored the impact of AI on all of our lives,
how AI can be used for good, and giving
advice and guidance that empowers people to
use Al safely and responsibly.

Children’s Mental Health Week

Our well-being ambassadors have been busy
arranging activities for Children's Mental
Health Week. The team, from Years 5 and 6,

led an assembly about the ‘Five ways to well
being’ and planned some fun events during
lunchtimes linked to these. A particular
favourite was a scavenger hunt outside
encouraging the children to take notice of our
fabulous natural environment. Our Year 5
and 6 buddies gave their time to read stories
with our youngest children and the children
were all encouraged to stay active.

Wiltshire Cricket Session

We were also very lucky to have a Wiltshire
cricket taster session, even though it was
very wet and wild, the children persevered
well and really enjoyed learning different
skills.

Alongside these exciting initiatives all classes
have been shining brightly through their
learning.

Our youngest children have thoroughly
enjoyed exploring traditional tales. They had
great fun retelling the story of The
Gingerbread Man and then creating their own
stories with a unique twist, some of our new
titles were ‘The Waffle Girl’, ‘The Pie Person’
and the ‘Potato Boy!" The Enormous Turnip
was equally as popular and the children loved
working as a team to pull up their very own
enormous turnip during forest school!



Class 1 have shown both determination and
resilience within their learning and the
weather! In RE, they have been finding out
how the Jewish festival of Hannukah is
celebrated. Dreidel is a game often played at
Hannukah,
- . and they
g enjoyed
learning the
rules and
. having a go.
The best bit
was
spinning the
. dreidel!

Class 2 have been virtually exploring the
hottest and coldest parts of our planet and
investigating what it means for something to
be a ‘desert’. In both Science and
Geography, they have explored what these
places are like, what makes them trickier
habitats and how both flora and fauna have
developed to survive there. They then took a
closer look into both the human and physical
features of Greenland and Singapore and
made some comparisons, considering what it
might be like to live in one of those places.
This was also supported by a fantastic forest
school session where the children
investigated the flora and fauna of their local
area and even had a go at creating some of
their own microhabitats for these.

ASHTON KEYNES

Church of England VC Primary School
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SHINE BRIGHT * REACH FOR THE STARS

Class 3 delighted us all with their recorder
performance during their class assembly.
This term they have enjoyed learning about
the Stone Age. They've looked at evidence
that has been found in caves - including cave
art and then explored the school grounds for
things they could use to survive if they were
back in the Stone Age.

Class 4 have been learning all about sound.
Using decibel meters, they attempted a fair
test to discover who the loudest child in the
class was - and it wasn’t who they were
expecting it to be! They have also been
finding out all about the countries of Europe
and are officially experts at locating countries
and their capital cities using an atlas and can
identify many of the major European flags.

During DT, Class 5 learnt about building
bridges. They were fascinated by the Clifton
Suspension bridge and its architect Isambard
Kingdom Brunel. They looked at strong
shapes within bridges experimenting with
different types of trusses as well as heights
of arches. They then used that knowledge to
build their own truss bridges out of paper
straws, some were extremely successful.

This term Class 6 enjoyed a visit from two
magistrates who work at Cheltenham
Magistrates Court. The children learnt about
the differences between a crown court and
a magistrates court and enjoyed having the
opportunity to ask lots (and lots!) of
questions. The children particularly enjoyed
working in pairs as detectives to spot 20
crimes that were taking place in a street
photo! The children were fascinated to meet
real magistrates and the interactive session
gave the children a fantastic insight into how
our legal system works.

As the children and staff enjoy a well earned
half term break, we are looking forward to
term 4 and all the new learning opportunities
it brings, with hopefully a sprinkling of spring
sunshine!



STYLING 5

Hello!

‘We hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer
and managed to make the most of the gorgeous
sunshine,

As many of you know we underwent a change of
ownership back in July, and renamed the salon
STYLING 5

‘We would like to take this opportunity ta thank all of
our clients for their continued support and to welcome:

the many new clients who have joined us.

From all the staff at Styling 5

POICO the joi of healthy hair

%,01285 869880
info@styling5.com
unit 5 The Laurels

COMPUTER
MAINTENANCE

& REPAIRS

Backup advice & instruction
Broadband installations & wireless security
PC too slow and in need of attention?
Buying a new PC and need to transfer your files?
Operating systems upgraded/reloaded
Troubleshooting and support at reasonable rates
Internet assistance and networks installed
PC repairs/upgrades, onsite or offsite work

SAME DAY SERVICE OFTEN AVAILABLE
For friendly, expert computer help, with
over 30 years’ IT and PC experience,
contact Graham Broughton
Ashton Keynes
Tel: 01285 861540

Mob: 07764 234959
Email: broughtongj@gmail.com

~o° POSIE CARD) e

Clarkes Hay.
South Cerney
GL7 5UA
. | fe he‘r\'e!l -
" (INDj@-,- Ry v
B dy- - PR\ Unit 1, Hampton
Street Ind. Estate,
Tetbu:r'lj, GL8 8LD
g Picnics o
&
chol‘\
pilates © 4
Tetbury R b O %%, A
X Tetbury

U
01666 503632 WVJL %O

(EQB

Dear Customer,

IND PLUMBING & HEATING
HAS MOVED!

We can't wait to welcome you to
our new p'remises.

We're well stocked with block & |
tablet Salt and Water Filters. &W

WV’

INFO@INDPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK | WWW.INDPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK _, :
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A thank you and tribute to our amazing school
governor David Tarr

David has shone brightly as
one of our governors for
about 35 years and was
involved before that. That’s
amazing!

David started his involvement
with AK Primary School as a
manager around 1973 when
his daughter Jo was at school
and Mrs Lewis was the head.
David took on this role on
behalf of AK Parish Council.

In those days, county
organised everything including
finance. The school was small
but growing and the few
classrooms were
supplemented by mobile
classrooms (which sometimes moved when you stepped in to them). Incidentally,
Mrs Lewis was the last head who lived in the school house, which is now the office
and workroom area!

After working in Liverpool for 10 years or so, David retired back to AK and became
a school governor. He'd already been involved as a manager and his son Richard
was still at the school so he became Chair, a role he held for about 16 years. When
stepping back from that (aged about 82) David stayed on as Foundation Governor
(they are appointed by our Bristol Diocese and support and uphold the Christian
ethos of the school) until stepping back just this last November after an AMAZING
35 years as a governor at AK school! And no, David isn’t stopping completely and
is now one of our associate governors, continuing to serve on the committee
dealing with resources, premises and finance.

Highlights have included David’s dreams for the school have been realised in the
expansion and new builds that have taken place. His focus has always been with
the committee that deals with premises and worked with the architect for phase 1
of changes, which resulted in our current hall and some of the classrooms being
put in place. The second, more recent, phase included further classrooms as well
as the Hub, and now David’s vision of everyone being all together and able to walk
around school in the dry has happened.

Governors and staff and so many others say a HUGE THANK YOU TO YOU,
DAVID, for all that you have done over so many years. We are SO
grateful.

Rev’d Shirley from a conversation with David
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COTSWOLD

HEATING AND PLUMBING

- Local » Reliable « Professional —

Specialists in oil-fired heating systems,
servicing, breakdowns and repairs.

v Oil boiler servicing & fault finding BLISSFUL @
v Heating & plumbing repairs B l T E s BlissfulBitesBakery@mail.com
v Hot water issues solved i“‘ | f 0
v Honest advice & tidy workmanship i ?“/ - Blissful Bites Bakery
Serving the local Cotswolds area with a friendly, i /f\E:
personal service you can rely on. B A K E RY Slisstul Bites Bakeryia
L07466 149260
| @ cotswoldheatingandplumbing@gmail.com ‘ MOTHERS DAY OFFERS
Choose a range of baked goods from 4 or 6 items, personalised
Fully insured « Prompt * Recommended locally into a special box for this day.
www.cotswoldheatingandplumbing.com £15 for 4 - £20 for 6

Are you or one of your loved ones needing that extra bit of support?
Do you feel the need to ‘share the care’ and some of the responsibilities?

Please call us now on 01793 430007 as we currently have spare hours in your area.

We can offer support with
GENERAL JOBS AROUND THE HOME
CLEANING / FULL SPRING CLEAN/
DOG WALKING
GADENING
SHOPPING
Also, if you are just looking for some companionship and company our carers can offer.
Share a cup of tea.
Watch your favourite tv show.
Play a game or do a quiz.
Maybe a pamper afternoon.
We believe here at Beavers we are the 4" emergency service, and we are on hand whenever the need arises.

We offer 24/7 call service. DBS checked staff who are fully e

compliant. Whether you need 4 or 40 hours we await your call. Beav

The number is 01793 430007 we will answer any
questions you may have.
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The Telephone Gallery

@ lhet(-lephnnegnllcry blugspot com
=] t)hgk Iephondg'allcr) @gmail, Eom
qC] @ ﬂletekl’hunegdller} %

February’s exhibition is Disco Balls by Class
One at Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School.

The children have been exploring the idea of
celebrating themselves through art, and what
makes each of us unique. Through activities
inspired by stories such as Odd Dog Out and
Halibut Jackson, the children have talked
about individuality, self-confidence and the
importance of being proud of who we are.

Inspired by these stories, the class created
their own disco balls, experimenting with a
range of different colour palettes and colour
mixing. The finished artwork reflects the
children’s creativity and individuality - just
like them, every disco ball is unique and
shines in its own way.

The disco balls hang in the centre of the
Telephone gallery and look fantastic with the
shimmering gold tinsel backdrop and
illuminated by fairy lights at night.

Ashton Keynes Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
are putting together an exhibition from 10
March. I'm sure that will be very colourful
too.

In May, I plan to create a display for A Million
Acts of Hope, a UK-wide event celebrating
community, kindness, and connection.
Despite what the news or social media
suggest, the UK is not divided as millions in
the UK regularly support each other through
everyday acts like helping neighbours,
picking up litter, or coaching a football team.
This event showcases the positive impact
people have on one another, and the display
will reflect the ways in which individuals help
each other in the community. More details to
follow.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to have an
exhibition in the Telephone Gallery or to use
it as a space to promote a forthcoming event
in a creative way.

Kathryn Gray
thetelephonegallery@gmail.com

Instagram @thetelephonegallery
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com



Church matters

Services for March 2026

Date Church Time Service
| I I
Sunday 1 St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion
March 10am Moming Worship at St Sampson’s school
with music group & children’s activities
Lent 2 6.20pm Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Holy Communion, folfowed by APCM
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Moming Worship
Sunday 8 St Sampson’s School, 10am Upper Thames Together Communion
March Cricklade
Lent 3
Sunday 15 St Sampson’s, Cricklade BS8am Holy Communion, followed by breakfast
March 6.30pm Evensong
St Sampson’s Schoaol,
Lent 4 Cricklade 10am Moming Worship
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am ‘Around the table” informal worship
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Holy Communion
Sunday 22 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 8.30am Heoly Communion BCP
March
Ashton Keynes School 3.30pm Messy Church
Lent 5
St Sampson’s School, 10am Holy Communion, followed by APCM
Cricklade
Moming Worship
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am
Sunday 29 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Worship Together Holy Communion
March
Palm Sunday

Weekday Worship

Thursday morning prayers in St Sampson’s: 8.30am for coffee & catch up, prayers
from 8.45 and finish by 9.30am. Everyone is welcome.

Zoom Monday morning prayers — contact David Tarr

Contact Jane our Parishes’ Administrator for further details —
admin@upperthames.org.uk



St Sampson's, Cricklade

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes ! Upper
) Thames

St John the Baptist, Latton
| | ~~ Churches
All Saints, the Leigh Overflowing with God’s Love

Spring Cleaning Morning
Could you lend a hand and help us spruce up the church and the churchyard, so

both are looking good in the spring and for Easter?

Saturday 14 March 9.30am-11.30am, Holy Cross church, AK.
Come along in your marigolds with dustpans & brushes, long

feather dusters and cloths - whatever you have. Please do
% bring gardening gloves and secateurs, so we can tidy up the *
’

churchyard too.

[
Tea & Coffee with cake will *help you while you work". i
Do get in touch with Alison alisonbeadle95@gmail.com

Churches Together in Cricklade and Latton

You are warmly invited to Cricklade United Church

on Tuesday 10 March 2026 at 7pm

Jamie Eyre, CEO of Embrace the Middle East

will be speaking on

‘Acts of Hope: Stories of Resilience
and Faith in the Middle East’

This will be followed by a Question & Answer session.

Tea and coffee will be served after the event

There will be a retiring collection for Embrace the Middle East.

. Jamie Eyre has been working for
Embrace the Middle East Embrace the Middle East since

has been supporting 2013. After leading on
Christians and communities programmes and partnerships he
in the Middle East for many became CEO in July 2024. He has
years, tackling poverty and
injustice in the region

travelled to the Middle East during
the last year and therefore will be
talking about situations he has
seen for himself.
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Church matters cont’d

From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of Churches

January 2025

Date & Church

Joan Elizabeth Ashcroft 3 January, Holy Cross service & interment
John Frederick Bishop 16 January, St Sampson’s
Nigel Baldwin 28 January, Holy Cross service & interment

WEDDINGS
Name Date & Church

None

BAPTISMS

Name Date & Church

None

Contact details for the Upper Thames Benefice - Cricklade St Sampson'’s,
Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and the Leigh All Saints

Vicar: Revd Canon Debbie Dewes (email to vicar@upperthames.org.uk
Tel: 01793 752718 + answerphone)

Associate Vicar: Revd Shirley Danby (email to revdshirleyd@gmail.com
Tel: 07980 548844)

Parishes Administrator: Jane Eyles (email admin@upperthames.org.uk)
Website https://www.upperthames.org.uk/Tel: 01793 979304)

For weddings and baptisms please check out our website

https://www.upperthames.org.uk/what-we-offer/ or contact
Canon Debbie, Revd Shirley or Jane (Parish Administrator)
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1 March - Annual Church Meeting will
take place following the 10 am
communion service in Holy Cross church.
Do come and hear all that we have been
doing in the last year. It's also the
occasion when we elect church officers
(church wardens, PCC Secretary and
Treasurer.). Both Peter and Linda Tuck are
stepping back from their roles as
Treasurer and Secretary and we do say a
BIG thank you for all they have done in
carrying out those roles, and they’ve done
lots more too. Thank you Pete and
Linda.

29 March is Palm Sunday when
Christians celebrate Jesus coming to
Jerusalem riding on a donkey and the
people greeting him with enthusiasm,
shouting “"Hosanna!” Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord” (only to
change hearts and minds a few days later
and shout “Crucify him” instead.) We will
be welcoming people to our 10 am
worship together communion, who come
from all our Upper Thames Churches
(Cricklade, Latton and Leigh) and if you
haven’t come to church for a while, we’d
love you to join us.

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes
St John the Baptist, Latton
All Saints, the Leigh

St Sampson's, Cricklade

Upper
Thames
Churches

Overflowing with God’s Love

Lent Talk 2026 - Tuesday 10 March
2026 at 7pm; speaker Jamie Eyre, CEO of
the charity Embrace the Middle East.

Churches Together are planning one Lent
talk this year and we have been fortunate
that Jamie Eyre, the Chief Executive of
Embrace the Middle East has accepted our
invitation to be the speaker. Embrace is a
long established charity which has
supported Christians and communities in
the Middle East, tackling poverty and
injustice.

Jamie Eyre has been working for Embrace
the Middle East since 2013. After leading
on programmes and partnerships he
became CEO in July 2024. He has
travelled to the Middle East during the last
year and therefore will be talking about
situations he knows and has seen for
himself.

The title of his talk is: ‘Acts of Hope:
Stories of Resilience and Faith in the
Middle East’. It will be followed by a
Question and Answer session and tea and
coffee will be served after the event.

There will be a retiring collection for
Embrace the Middle East.

Church opening times for private prayer

St Sampson's, Cricklade: every day, 9.30am - 3.30pm

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes: Wednesday through to Sunday incl. 10am - 4pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday.

Wrap Up Warm in Holy Cross

When you're coming to our services over the next few months, please wrap up in
something warm. Our boiler has failed and whilst we do have some heating, wearing
something warm will make the services more comfortable.
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HOWSE

P} JUSTHEATINGLTD

Your local Oil, Gas and Renewable Heating Specialists

We are proud to employ a fantastic team of Gas Safe
and OFTEC qualified engineers who are committed to

Full Garden Design Services Now Available
Professional and reliable service for all your gardening needs
Dry Stone Walling
Patios and Decking
Hedge Cutting and Lawn Mowing
Fencing
For your free no obligation quotation
Contact John on 07970 527283 / 01793 771186

LY
& GEORGE

ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT

01793 852458

The

MALMESBURY HOSPITAL

01666 823165

24 hour emergency service
delivered by OUR vets

Check for available
appointments

providing great service.

Oil and Gas Boiler Installations
Servicing and Repairs

Oil tank replacements

ASHP design and installation
Hot water cylinders and radiator:
Free no obligation quotes =
Up to 12 years warranty

01249 309 309

B
info@justheatingltd.co.uk W
www.justheatingltd.co.uk ]

RECCH
E—

Your Local Heating and
Drainage Experts

-New Boiler Installations
-Central Heating Installation
-Boiler Servicing & Repairs
-General Plumbing

-Gas, LPG and Oil Qualified

Ul

www.centraheat.co.uk
01793 878 636

CentraHeat

Heating, Plumbing and Renewabie Energy

CentraDrains

Emergencies, Repair and CCTV Surveying

-High Pressure Drain Jetting
-CCTV Drain Inspections

-Drain Repairs

-Drain Unblocking & Cleaning
-24/7 Emergency Drain Services

www.centradrains.co.uk
01793 878 636
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== Ashton Keynes Spring
Litter Pick and Scrub Bash

»\  Saturday 11 April 2026 11 am

-\ Meet at High Bridge layby, where the
- road out of the south of AK bends
an and goes over the River Thames.
== What3words ///hockey.strong.safari

Equipment provided including high vis tabards,
disposable gloves, litter pickers, bin bags,
7.\  loppers, shears, rakes and small hand saws.

Please wear sturdy clothes, footwear and

_n gardening gloves if you want to participate in
Ve scrub clearance.
Vi

If you would like to participate (either from
.\ |layby or other AK locations) or have any
»7 questions, please contact Karen Shaw on
07989 857435.

o L o L L L L

27

REEEEEEREERRERRRRRRERRER




ASHTON 8%
2pm - 3.30pm, Sun 29th March GREEN ZERO

WASTE

Ellisons Garage Forecourt PROJECT o e
MUN

We have updated the list so do read carefully to note what we will be collecting.

Unused/spare flower & vegetable seeds (will go to Scrubditch
care farm)

Eyewear (inc sunglasss)

Hearing aids (Added this time, they go to Lions Club international
charity)

Mobile Phones and chargers (wipe info and remove SIMs) Sat
Navs, MP3 players, Watches, Cameras, iPods, iPads and
other tablets, Jewellery (of any kind) Stamps, Bank Notes,
Coins, (any currency) single use plastic pens/biros - all sorts
inc marker type

Cosmetics (NOT nail polish) Personal Care EMPTY tubes of lotions
Contact lenses (and their blister packaging)

Bras (will go to ‘Against Breast Cancer 'raising money to fund
research and refreshed and sent on to developing countries)

Oral hygiene products (toothbrushes, packaging, toothpaste
tubes, electric toothbrush heads, floss packaging)

Energy saving light bulbs, Printer Cartridges, Water filters,
Household disposable gloves (thin ones, not washing up type)

***PLEASE NOTE***

No Plastic flower pots

No Medicinal Blister packs can now go to Boots in Cirencester or Cricklade
town office.

No Batteries. Put them in a clear plastic bag on top of your blue recycling bin

Ashton Green Project is a friendly group of villagers striving to make AK as
sustainable as possible.

Contact Alison Beadle alisonbeadle95@gmail.com
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MP South Cotswolds

Finding Balance as the Light Returns

March often feels like a fresh start. For me, this year began by shadowing a crew at
Cirencester Ambulance Station, watching the calm, careful work our frontline teams carry
out every day. It wasn’t dramatic - just steady professionalism, moving from call to call
and helping people when they needed it most. It reminded me how good outcomes rely not
on rushing, but on clarity and composure.

Outside, the light is returning. After winter’s darker months, mornings brighten and
evenings stretch out. When we “spring forward”, the longer days can bring a sense of
urgency - encouraging fresh plans, renewed energy and a feeling that life must move
forward quickly.

But March also brings a quieter reminder. The spring equinox marks the moment when day
and night are almost perfectly balanced. That symbolism feels especially meaningful this
year.

Across the South Cotswolds, many people tell me the world feels uncertain and fast-
moving. Families are facing higher bills, farmers are adapting to changing rules and tight
margins, and local health services and councils are under real pressure. We all want
progress, and we want it quickly.

I share that ambition. Whether improving river health, strengthening local healthcare, or
helping communities prepare for flooding and extreme weather, action is essential. But the
equinox reminds us that progress should never mean acting recklessly. Real growth comes
when ambition is balanced with reflection.

That lesson was clear during my time with the ambulance crew. Even under pressure, they
remained focused and methodical. Speed alone is never enough; steadiness saves lives.

I see the same careful dedication in local charities, volunteers and community groups
working quietly to support neighbours and strengthen our communities.

As the days lengthen, spring invites us to move forward with purpose - balancing energy
with calm, and hope with thoughtful action.

Warm wishes, Roz

Roz Savage,

MP South Cotswolds
roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
01285 300555
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CIRENC

We can try to mend toys, clothes, small
electricals, household items and bikes

13TH DEC, 10TH JAN 2026, 14TH FEB,
14TH MARCH, 11TH APRIL, 10AM -1:30PM

CIRENCESTER BAPTIST CHURCH,
CHESTERTON LANE, CIRENCESTER,
GL7 1YE

0752 667 6822 or facebook.com/cirenrepaircafe

for further information
friends of
the earth )
see things differently
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Caring for our world

Sikkim: India’s first 100% organic state

An estimated 52 percent of agricultural land
across the globe is moderately to severely de-
graded due to monoculture, chemical pesticide,
fertiliser use and groundwater extraction — This
will only accelerate unless these practices
change. In 2019, a United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) report found that commercial
food production over the last 50 years has driven
more biodiversity loss globally than any other
activity. Organic farmers all over the world are a
beacon of hope in the face of these shocking
statistics.

In 2003 the northeastern Indian state of Sikkim

began the process of becoming wholly organic. The aim was was quite simple - to preserve
the local environment, protect a fragile ecosystem and ensure a healthier lifestyle for its peo-
ple.

With the full support and backing of the Indian government, Sikkim started with a gradual
reduction in the use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides by incrementally increasing taxes on
those products, ending eventually with a full ban. Today the 760km?2 of farmland in Sikkim is
certified 100% organic. The land is fertilised with vermiculture (earthworm manure) and
pests are controlled with careful crop rotation. Rain-fed agriculture has helped reduce the
need for irrigation and conserves water, a scarce commodity in the Himalayas.

The cloud-wreathed Himalayan state is starting to see the dividends. Overall health has im-
proved, leaders say, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government has embraced
Sikkim and backs organic farming throughout India, pouring $119 million into supporting or-
ganic farmers nationwide. India is hoping that Sikkim can be the model for other jurisdictions
around the world that want to go all-organic.

Some reports suggest that since 2014, bee populations have been rebounding, with yields of
pollinator-dependent cardamom increasing by more than 23 percent. The organic tag is also
promoting an increase in the wellness travel industry and tourist arrivals have increased by
25 percent since 2016.

20 years on from it’s inception, Sikkim is still working well as a fully organic state. Not only is
it benefiting financially, it is also much healthier and happier as a result.

Personally, here in UK supermarkets, I would like to turn food labelling on its head. Instead of
marking organic products, I'd like to them to be the majority and the norm and non-organic
foods truthfully labelled as ‘chemical carrots’ ‘USA hormone beef’ or ‘frankenchickens’ but I
guess that’s the aspect of intensive food production that supermarkets would like to keep
quiet about.

Gilly Riddington
We Are Nature
Sources: Irish farmers journal. www.reasonstobecheerful.world
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W 9ad Alzheimer’s
Society

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH
ARRIVE 6.45PM FOR 7:00 PM START

Ashton Keynes Village Hall

J}) Max 6 people per team, or join a
team on the night o

Ratpee

S Wa’c’ebb Sharon McCafferty

sharonrmccafferty@icloud.com
OR

K The Village Shop

Tickets £5




 Ashton Keynes Community Defibrillator located beside )
the Village Hall main entrance.

Volunteer Emergency Telephone Service for Ashton Keynes
\_ (VETS) 01793 250211 )

Always call 999 in an emergency. If you need help to collect the
defibrillator, you can call or ask someone to call the VETS number 01793 250211 and
a volunteer will bring the defibrillator and help with CPR until the Ambulance arrives.
As long as you have called 999 first the VETS volunteers don't have to wait for the
Ambulance Service to give permission to collect the defibrillator. It won't be used
unless necessary and once hooked up to the patient, the unit itself monitors and
determines whether a shock is necessary giving audible warnings.

There are currently nine Ashton Keynes CPR trained Volunteers on this emergency
number, which is a best endeavour system, meaning if someone is available to help,
they will do so. Please make a note of the number 01793 250211.

If no one from VETS is available please be assured the Ambulance Service will be on
the way. The guidelines below may help in an emergency when someone has
collapsed.

Guidelines

e For a person who has collapsed
e Who looks a funny colour
e Who is unresponsive and not breathing

1. Approach with caution, checking for any danger that could affect you - you are important
to be able to help.

2. Always speak and ask "can I help you?" in a loud voice in each ear in case the patient is
deaf.

3. Shout for help to get assistance.

4. Open the airway. This is done by one hand on the forehead and two fingers under the chin
and do a head tilt and chin lift.

5. Check for breathing for at least 10 seconds . Do this by leaning down close to the face, so
that you can feel any breath and look down the body for movement of the chest and
abdomen.

6. No response. TELEPHONE 999 first then START CPR or JUST CHEST COMPRESSIONS
IMMEDIATELY

7. If Ambulance Control think the use of a defibrillator is required they will give you the box
combination number *. (The yellow box holds the defibrillator and an emergency kit).

8. Switching on the defibrillator starts the verbal instructions on its use.

9. Pads are applied directly to the bare chest. Cut through clothing and remove any
perspiration with paper towel provided.

10. Patient's chest should be kept as dry as possible. Medication patches and jewellery
must be removed from the area between the pads.

11. Pads should not be placed on any obvious medical device like a pacemaker implanted
below the skin. Pad must be placed at least 2" or 5cm below it.

12. If the defibrillator needs to shock the patient, it will give a warning 'to stand clear'.
Please make sure no one is touching the patient.

13. If told to continue with CPR do this until told to stop by a Paramedic, GP or until you
are physically unable to continue.
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Health matters

Purton and Green Gable Surgery

For the patients in Purton, Cricklade
and surrounding communities

Easter Raffle

We will be holding our extremely popular
Easter Raffle (with tickets available at both
surgeries) to raise well needed funds for the
provision of equipment for all patients. Each
ticket costs just 50p and will be available
starting 27 February. The prize draw will take
place on Friday 27 March. Thank you for
your continuing support.

200 Club

Our lucky winners for the February draw
made by our Practice Manager, Kai Howard
were:

e £100 won by ticket 120 Janet Newman

e £15 won by ticket 178 Raymond Smith

New members to the 200 Club are always
very welcome. It costs just £15 a year, paid
by standing order. Every month, we award
two prizes—one of £100 and another of £15.

All proceeds go toward buying equipment for
the surgeries that the NHS does not supply.
Please enquire at reception if you wish to
join.

Tabletop / Book donations

Please hand in any good quality books and
items for sale at the surgeries. Again, funds
raised through these donations provide all
the ‘extras’ needed; thank you for your
donations to both.

Health / Information: Talk about
Kidneys - how to look after yours!

We are delighted to invite you to our next
‘Health/Information talk’ at Purton Surgery
on Thursday 16 April at 7.30pm. Melanie
Philips and her team will be returning to lead
the evening. Melanie is the Sepsis, Acute
Kidney Injury Lead at the Great Western
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Hospital and provided a very well received
and informative talk about Sepsis in October.

There will be 40 free tickets available from 16
March. If you would like to join the evening,
please pick a ticket up at the reception desks
at either surgery and add your name to the
list when you collect one. Please bring your
ticket with you on the night.

We need you!

Following the retirement of several of our
committee members, and our thanks go to
them for their sterling contributions over the
years, the opportunity has arisen for new
members to join the Purton Patient Group
(PPG). More information about the work of
the PPG will be given at the next Health Talk
in April and will also be available as a leaflet
from reception at the surgeries.

Anyone who is a registered patient at the
surgery in Purton or Cricklade Greengable
and who would like to make a positive
difference to the surgery is eligible to join, so
please do give it some thought. We really
would love to hear from you....

Thank you!

PURTON SURGERY

\ Patient Participation Group


mailto:bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

Ashton Keynes Branch Surgery

01793 750645

We are open on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 1pm at the Village Hall.

You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday, if it
is due to be issued. More urgent requests can
be processed and collected from Cricklade
Surgery.

Repeat Prescriptions

If you need a repeat prescription, you may
either request your medication by signing up
for online access and ordering through this
system. You can also post, or deliver your
repeat prescription request to the surgery at
least five working days before you intend to
collect your medication.

Please note our online ordering system links
directly with our clinical system, making it
simpler for you and easier for us. If you don't
have your log in details to access the new
system, please ask at reception. Please
ensure you have some form of identification
with you when you collect your details.

All dispensing patients can use the automated
system where patients can pick up their
prescription and re-order medication for the
following month at the same time, which
reduces the number of visits to the surgery
and ensures medication is ready for collection
at the appropriate time.

Repeat prescriptions where possible should
not be ordered over the telephone.

If you would like to order your prescriptions
via email, please use the following address -
bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

If you would like to speak to a member of the
Dispensary, please call 01793 750645 and
select Option 1.
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Online Registrations

Our surgery can now offer online registration
for new patients wishing to register. They can
either visit our website and click on new
patients’ tab or use the address below to
start the registration process.

https:/ /gp-registration.nhs.uk/383609

Carers and Young Carers

Do you look after someone who is ill, frail,
disabled or mentally ill? If so, you are a
Carer. We are interested in identifying
Carers, especially those people who may be
caring without help or support. Do you know
anyone, or are you, under the age of 18
caring for any of the above? We support
Young Carers. Please contact Reception to
register as a Young Carer.

Cancellation of Appointments

Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable increase in cancelled
appointments at short notice. In December
2025 the figure was 25. Please make every
effort to attend all appointments as we are
unable to offer those to other patients. If you
do need to cancel an appointment, please
give 24 hours’ notice.

Patient Participation Group

As a surgery we appreciate any feedback,
and we ask for this in so many ways. One
way is in form of a group! If you were to be a
part of this, you would receive this newsletter
along with a small questionnaire a couple of
times a year. We would like to hear from our
patients in and around Cricklade!

Please call Reception to sign up today!

We would like to hear from our patients in
and around Cricklade.

| Cricklade Surgery

Tel: 01793 750645
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Club news

Craft Club

Craft Club meets once a month on Wednesday or Friday
afternoons. Newcomers are always welcome, and the first session
is free. Members bring their own projects, but I also provide
activities; last month, we made willow hearts ready for
Valentine’s Day. It was a busy afternoon with 29 of us there.

The first session you come to in 2026 is free for everyone and
thereafter is £4 or £5 with a £1 donation to the local food bank.
Tea and coffee are always provided. We have raised just under
£60 for the local food bank to date. - —

The next Craft Club is on Wednesday 18 March from 2pm to
4pm in the Village Hall. If you'd like to come along, pop in on
the day or email me kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk for more
information or drop a note round to 16 Gosditch.

=
-
i
&

Kathryn Gray

Cricklade and District Probus Club

We are looking forward to our forthcoming group meetings when the
following talk will take place:

5 March - ‘The Peace that Never Was - Versailles 1919’

19 March - ‘Edward Lear’

Meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday, meeting at 10am for a 10.20 start
at the White Hart Hotel in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping our minds
active and socialising over a drink in the bar after the meetings. We are actively seeking
to expand our numbers and look forward to welcoming new members (ladies or gents) to
the Club.

For further information about our club please contact the Honorary Secretary, Martin
Chambers on 01793 751223. If you contact Martin and advise you would like to attend,
which is free for the first few visits, you will be allocated a dedicated host who will
introduce you to our members. For further information visit our new website at
https://probus.org.uk/cricklade/
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Ashton Keynes Women’s Institute »)

Everyone Can Sing!, February’s meeting was very enjoyable.
Although some of us were a bit unsure about whether it was [hEW] Wiltshire
true that everyone actually can sing, Gilly Riddington’s encour-
agement helped even the most hesitant members join in, and
by the end, everyone was singing confidently and thoroughly
enjoying the experience.

We sang several
- different songs, some
as rounds.

Who knew that ‘When
the Saints Go March-
-ing in” and ‘Swing

| Low, Sweet Chariot’

. sounded so good

@ when sung together?
i} Thank you for a great
¥ evening, Gilly!

Join Us We meet on the second Wednesday of the month, at 7:30pm in the Ashton
Keynes Village Hall. After the planned activities, there's time to enjoy refreshments and
then catch up on WI news. Women 18 and over can come along for two free introductory
sessions. With almost 50 members and over a century of history, Ashton Keynes WI
keeps growing and staying active in the community.

Upcoming Events:

11 Mar: What's Your Colour Palette? An interactive talk by Jackie Mitchell on choosing
flattering colours

8 April: My Life as an Auctioneer and How to Spot a Fake with Gordon Brockman,
head auctioneer at RWB Auctions

May/June: trip to Bristol and the SS Great Britain

Contact ashtonkeynessec@wiltshire.org.uk for more information.
Facebook: www.facebook/AshtonKeynesWI
Instagram: @ashtonkeyneswil1920
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The Outreach Post Office
Every Tuesday and Thursday, Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Tuesday morning: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Thursday afternoon: 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Link Helpline, if you'd like a lift.

Teas, coffees and cakes served on Tuesdays by the WI: 10am - 12noon

Val’s Coffee Morning JR
Dedicated to Roger Threlfall

Tuesday 24 March,
l1lam - 12.30pm

Siddington Park, Cirencester GL7 6ET Parkinson’s
Raising money for Parkinson’s UK UK

Stalls selling beautiful pre-loved jewellery, handcrafted gifts and
greetings cards. Champagne raffle.
Visitor parking. Do come along!

**¥* PLEASE BRING CASH ***

Many thanks, Val Threlfall

Adventure 2026 is in full swing.

SCOUtS r\Oh We have a Successful and expanding Cub Pack
and Beaver Colony and Scout Troop requiring
1st Ashton Keynes Team Members to support our exciting
programme - become a volunteer today!

GSL@1AK.uk or phone on 01285 861425

If you are 6 to 8 years old our Beaver colony meets on Tuesdays at 5.30pm
If you are 8 to 102 years old our Cub Pack meets on Thursdays at 6pm
If you are 10v2 to 14 years old our Scout Troop meets on Fridays at 6.45pm
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Club news continued

Scouts ’\%"

1st Ashton Keynes

Group Update

The group is now planning for our month in
the Telephone Box to show what we are
doing and the way forward. Our theme will
always be Adventure 2026 and celebrating
100 years of Cubs.

We are planning how we will meet our Risk
Assessment requirements, as set out in the
Swindon North District new policy.

The Leadership teams are working well and
have been planing for the new year of
action-filled programmes.

All sections have restarted and are open for
new members, with places available in
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

We have vacancies in our Group
Administration as Trustees or Volunteers
who look after or help in the Sections, this
may be ust the opportunity you are looking
for to help young People.

For details of how to join contact David on
GSL@1AK.uk or phone on 01285
861425

Our Beaver Colony have had a great
month learning and developing their skills
on a range of activities.

We’ve had an awesome evening learning
about the Scottish poet Robert Burns,
tasting Scottish food and reciting poetry as
part of our Burns Night celebrations.

Kathryn Gray, local artist and all-round
awesome human, came to host and arts
and crafts evening where our Beavers had
great fun being creative, whilst learning
how to emboss metal hearts - these will
form part our display in the Telephone Box
art gallery soon.

39

We then celebrated pancake day (albeit, a
little early!). We played lots of fun games,
learnt about Shrove Tuesday and created
our own super-tasty pancake toppings!

Cubs - In February our Cubs began to
notice that our meetings began when it was
not completely dark, and as the evenings
get lighter we can make good use of
outdoors. We have been working on some
traditional scouting skills - knots and the
things you can do with an appropriate knots
- building, securing, storing things - all
useful skills for scouting and life.

We are waiting with bated-breath to see if
our submissions for the District Badge
design competition (signifying 110 years
since the founding of the Cubs) have had
any luck.

Scouts - 1st Ashton Keynes Scouts have
been edging toward completion of one of
the most challenging badges - The Survival
Skills Badge. We have been working on
constructing survival kits full of useful items
that could aid survival in desperate
situations, though our Scouts are sensible
enough to be able to avoid getting into
desperate situations!

We have also been working on the Media
Relations and Marketing Badge, which
covers a range of formats - video, text,
spoken word, for instance.



KHAN ADAMSON

— CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT =—
Self Assessment, Income Tax, CGT, VAT, Accounts,
Bookkeeping, Payroll for Companies, Partnerships,
Sole Traders and Charities!

Experienced Accountants with over 30 yrs experience of dealing with HMRC.

Initial consultancy free (up to half hour)

Call us on 07769 823261 or 01793 752886
sk@khanadamson.com

Website: www.khanadamson.co.uk

Chelworth Ind. Estate, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6HE

Carter
Funeral Directors

4 The Lotts, Ashton Keynes

07873 339012 01285 862371
(day or night)

Burials & Cremations

Serving the Community since 1860

Cricklade School of Motoring
KEITH WALKER

Established 1977 (over 2,000 passes) Dept of Transport approved

Holder of MSA Diploma in Defensive Driving

MIAM, MROSPA (Class 1 Gold) Member of DIA

Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction

Holder of RoSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain

Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered

Learner, Advanced, Motorway and Refresher Courses

Cricklade and surrounding areas

Tel: 01793 709883

cowley

electrical

www.cowley-electrical.com

Do you find it difficult to get someone
to come and do a small job?

* Extra Lights * Additional Sockets * Rewires
* Smoke Alarms  * New Fuse Boards
* Landlord & Homebuyer Inspections
Fault finding & Repairs

* Qualified Electrician * Six Year Guarantee
* Fully Insured * Reliable Service
* Free Quote * Tidy Work
*Reasonably Priced

Satisfaction Guaranteed

| will assure you of a quick response and a
reasonably priced service

Call Neil - Your Local Electrician

on

TRUST
————

01666 723042

40




e e e e e s s s N s =
' Team tennis for Ashton Keynes Tennis Club

! The Ashton Keynes Tennis Club has four tennis teams playing in the 2026 Swindon summer i
| league. We have two men’s teams (play Mondays), one ladies (play Tuesdays) and one

i mixed team (play Thursdays). i

. Is there anyone interested in playing team tennis this summer? The season starts after i
" Easter. Home matches start at 6.15pm and away matches sometimes leave the village as |
| early as 5.30pm.

| We will have team practice nights sometime in mid/late March. tbc.

I 1 you can play tennis and would like to play for the village then we would love to hear from .
j you. You will not need to play every match!

i Ladies - pmblackburn@yahoo.co.uk i

i Mens - dominic.ventham@gmail.com i
i Mixed - jayne@jhconsultants.org or pjprior@btinternet.com i
: Come and join us. Hazel Blackburnj

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club

Hi there, this is Cathy Carroll again. I am writing to tell you about our 18 March
demonstration from Arnaud Mataire called ‘From Ekhaya to you. We had Arnaud last year
and we loved his demonstration so I expect this too will be very good.

We are at the Village Hall Crudwell and there is plenty of parking space. There is free
tea/coffee and cake afterwards and of course your first visit is free.
We meet at 7pm for 7.30pm start.
www.facebook.com/northwiltshirevillagesflowerclub
Cathy Carroll - 07703 299277

Cricklade Camera Club

Are you interested in photography, or do you just want to take better photographs?

If so, why not come along to Cricklade Camera Club. Visitors and new members will
receive a warm welcome - you don't even need a camera. Everyone is welcome. Come
and try us out, your first evening is FREE. We meet in person on the first Tuesday of
the month at 7:30pm in the Cricklade Town Hall Annexe and there is a range of talks,
workshops and Zoom presentations throughout the year. To see all our activities take a
look at the programme page of our website https://crickladecameraclub.org/program/

On Tuesday 3 March, 7:30pm in Cricklade Town Hall Annexe, is our annual battle
with Royal Wootton Bassett Camera Club. Each club selects a range of images taken by
members and an independent visiting judge scores them out of ten. You’ll see some really
inspiring images, and listening to the judge’s comments is a great way to understand
what makes a great photograph.

On Tuesday 17 March at 7:30pm in the Cricklade Town Hall Committee Room there
will be a workshop on macro photography, with plenty of hints and tips.

For more information contact: clubsecretary@crickladecameraclub.org
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Local numbers

Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211

For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance

AK Link Helpline 07512 233200

AK Website Steering Group via village website
Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466
Anglers Ryan Peare
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk
Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick
geoffchickOO@aol.com

Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461
Ashton Keynes Cricket Club
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub
Ashton Keynes Musical Festival

Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School

01285 861436

Ashton Keynes Village Choir Howard Foster,
07502307490, www.akvillagechoir.co.uk,

ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club

Diana Wain dw24813@gmail.com

Baby and Toddler Group Jemma Craven
jemmalcraven@gmail.com

Badminton Club Karen Carter

01285 862371 akbc@live.co.uk

Big Brunch Band jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk

Bradstone Pavilion Bookings bookings@akpc.org.uk

Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444

Craft Club Kathryn Gray 01285 869341,
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk

Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401

Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Football Junior Dave Affleck 07989 547898

Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411

Holy Cross Church Canon Debbie 01793 752718
Revd Shirley 07980 548844 Admin 01793 979304,
admin@upperthames.org.uk

Holy Cross Flowers

Jiu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter,
Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986
TimothyGBird@aol.com

Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Millennium Green Trustees Ashley Seymour
ashleyseymour@aol.com 07759 552677

Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368
tim@lagondahire.co.uk

Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.
uk

Orchestra www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
ParishCouncil (AK) Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.

Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas

01285 860488

Parochial Church Council Andrew Sims (Sec)
07500 884188

Pre-school 01285 869433,
www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,
communications@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
secretary@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
fundraising@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
Reading Group c.conlon@icloud.com

Rural Cinema Dave Sheppard dave@akvh.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls ddsak78@gmail.com

Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk

Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price

01793 752852, tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
www.cotswoldwu.co.uk

The Telephone Gallery, Kathryn Gray, 01285
869341, thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com

Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
The Magnificent AKs Stuart Harris
stuart.harris1965@gmail.com

Twinning Association
ashtonkeynestwinning@gmail.com

Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
01793 250211

Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
861670, info@whitefriars.org

Women'’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Women'’s Institute Sheila Ward 07920179287
Ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk

& Sarah Owenson 07811267888
sarah.owenson@googlemail.com
www.facebook.com/AshtonKeynesWI

Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk
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DAVID GILL

P
BUILDING
Minety Wiltshire STONEWORK
LANDSCAPING
ety GROUNDWORKS
07795621919 g

srussell 112@yahoo.co.uk alﬁb
Shaun Russell Sy

Car light van motorcycle and scooter
collection/delivery/disposal service

07968 400326

ALWAYS WANTED
Cars vans motorcycles scooters
absolutely any age any condition
Barn shed or garage clearance service available

KINCH FUEL OILS LTD

Hornbury Hill, Minety

01666 860564 // 860575

Suppliers of high-grade fuels for
industry and transport

—
JET,

Authorised Distributor

himney
echanicslLtd

Chimney sweeping,
Pots, cowls & bird-guards,
Repointing & stack repairs,
Stoves, liners & fireplaces

Wood-burner installation
HETAS registered

01793 771782

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)

Tel: 01793 759192
S Mob: 07890 377517
® www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @ Intel Corporation

Ian Nickels Plastering

38 Years Experience

All aspects of plastering and rendering
Internal and external work
Friendly, clean and reliable
Tiling, coving work undertaken
Insurance work

07790 273725 Ty

iannickels66@hotmail.com

Call lan for a free, no obligation quote

Ben Stevens Decorating Services

Mobile: 07584 12688l

Home: 01285 656316

Email: benstevensO8@icloud.com

like us on Facebook, under Ben Stevens Decorating Services
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AHARDVARK
INSTALLATIONS

Digital TV systems Gwilym Davies, Director
CCTV Tel: 01285 800 041

WiFi & Networking Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Electrical Company No: 13530440
Maintenance VAT No: 324 478 396

Optimum Mobility

Genuine advice and best value from the local specialist

Nestled away ina quiet and
idyllic village location-of Upper Minety.
Fully insured & registered, Med

Motability
* Wheelchairs, manual & powered
* Scooters and portable scooters
* Powered rise/recline armchairs
* Household, bathing 8 walking aids
* High quality products

Beauty Enhancement,

Treatments and Massa

e Medi-facials, Waxing & Na

® Skin tag’ Pigment’h!tion * Large display in country showroom
& Blemish Remgvgh * Private test area

e Skin-boosting, Antis , — » Disabled facilities, easy parking

& VitamiZ - * Part exchange, new & reconditioned
® Weight loss Treatment™

And much morel Find GUC TN A ' Assessment and tuition at home
The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Sherston,

Visit: www.manoraesthetics.co.uk Follow us Mal
: { S m r
Email: info@manoraesthetics.co.uk . on Facebook " esbu y

Tel. 07427 504334 - @ &nstagram 01666 840060

www.optimummobility.co.uk

Thanks to Busy Fingers for printing this issue
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