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Village Choir turns 30 - page 16

Best Kept Village Competition - page 20
PWSA Charity Coffee Morning - page 26
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Full Garden Design Services Now Available
Professional and reliable service for all your gardening needs
Dry Stone Walling
Patios and Decking
Hedge Cutting and Lawn Mowing
Fencing
For your free no obligation quotation
Contact John on 07970 527283 /01793 771186

MARK BARTLETT

Local Painting, Decorating
and Handyman Service Ashton Keynes

/

No job to small
Please call Mark for a quote on

07722 185723 |
| barts7000@ya hoo.com/
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P) JUSTHEATINGLTD

Your local Oil, Gas and Renewable Heating Specialists

We are proud to employ a fantastic team of Gas Safe
and OFTEC qualified engineers who are committed to
providing great service.

¢ Oil and Gas Boiler Installations

¢ Servicing and Repairs

¢ Oil tank replacements

¢ ASHP design and installation

¢ Hot water cylinders and radiators
 Free no obligation quotes
* Up to 12 years warranty

01249 309 309

]
info@justheatingltd.co.uk W ﬁ
www.justheatingltd.co.uR sa
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AHARDVARK
INSTALLATIONS

Digital TV systems
CCTV

WiFi & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance

Gwilym Davies, Director

Tel: 01285 800 041
Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Company No: 13530440
VAT No: 324 478 396



Dear Friends,

Whether we welcome them or not, changes
happen! Some are barely discernible, taken
easily in our stride, whilst others have a
profound impact. Changes in personal
relationships, employment, finances,
retirement, moving homes, starting a family,
children leaving home, ageing, bereavement
- all play their part in changing our lives, just
as the seasons change throughout the year.

God’s Word promises that seasons change.
When change comes our way, it is helpful to
remind ourselves that all seasons will pass.
God is still with us and will carry us through.
Life might change, but God and Jesus never
will. Find peace in this promise. The writer of
Hebrews states that Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. Because life is
unpredictable, the Scriptures encourage us to
trust God rather than lean on our own
understanding, to help bring peace and
direction through life's transitions and
difficulties — particularly those unwelcome
changes with which we must come to terms.

Upper
Thames
Churches

Overflowing with God'’s Love

Our circumstances and people are always
changing, but the Scriptures remind us that
God never changes, offering a foundation of
stability and faithfulness in turbulent times.
Joshua 1:9 states ‘Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.’

Remember, life will change, but God does
not. He promises to walk with us into each
new season. The change might not make
sense to us, but God is working. Do not be
frustrated by a lack of understanding. God is
delighted when we express our trust in times
when we do not understand what he is doing.
The Apostle Paul wrote ‘Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation
present your requests to God.” We are to
talk to God, pray to him, cast our cares on
him. He will help us and fill us with the peace
that surpasses understanding as we give him
our worries.

Katy Bell

Licensed Lay Minister

Celebration of Life

David Geoffrey Roberts
OBE.

The family warmly welcomes
anyone who knew David and
wants to celebrate his life to
join them on:

Friday 4 September, 2.30pm
at Ashton Keynes Holy Cross
/:;@ Church.




B GIBSON

Carpenter & Joiner,
General Maintenance
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01285 643212

TILLER GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
TIM MORRIS
(ity & Guilds Qualified

Mobile: 07818072273
Email: ~ tim.morris822@hotmail.com
Full seasona}\garden maintenance > Raised bed,

wooden sleeper project and gazebos > Border
renovations > Garden planning and insulation
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DIACNOSTICS

01285 861224

f@n garage@ellisonscoaches.co.uk
The Garage, High Road, Ashton Keynes, SN6 6NX
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STEVE FLOYD PEST CONTROL

ERADICATION & PREVENTION

E: stevefloydpestcontrol @ gmail.com T: 01285 643750
www.stevefloydpestcontrol.co.uk M: 07933 357373
Fully qualified (25 years experience) Yy

Fully Insured Q

s

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

/Jx ABACS LIMITED
/a

Call 01666 860963

- - .

Personal service for individuals & business owners

BRI 25 years cupd e EIR T ) i sty
Call for a FREE confidential consultation
01666 860963
e: steve@abacs.co.uk
w: www.abacs.co.uk

La Pineda, Upper Minety, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9PR

WE ARE HAPPY

DOGS

Minety Based

Insured, Security Checked & Licensed
(LN/000021710)

Dog Walking, Pop in’s, Day Care & Boarding

Also offer feeding & help with animals from
hamsters to horses

www.wearehappydogs.com
soph@wearehappydogs.com
07730 895777




Editorial

While the picture itself may not be the best, the
front cover tells a great story: Ashton Keynes has
won the Laurence Kitching Award. Well done to
everyone involved and thanks to all those who
spend time caring for the village, helping to keep
it looking its best. The presentation takes place
later this month - see page 20 for details.

And wasn't the eclipse earlier this month
amazing? I was completely blown away by the
whole experience. Sadly the next time this
happens is 55 years away, so good job I got to
enjoy this one!

September is always a time of transition,
particularly for our young people. Starting school
for the first time, moving up to secondary school,
going to college, starting work or heading off to
university - all exciting times, but big changes
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too. Whatever your new beginning this
September, our thoughts are with you.

As usual, there is plenty going on in and around
the village. The village choir is celebrating being
30 years old (page 16), Leigh is hosting a
Harvest Festival service followed by tea and cake
(page 25), Holy Cross is running a Messy Church
(page 23) and the WI are selling coach spaces to
the RHS Malvern Show (page 31). If you have
time do come to the PWSA coffee morning at the
White Hart on Friday 4 September. The cakes are
to die for and the cause is a tremendous one.

And finally please do think about helping our
nonagenarian Group Scout Leader. David does a
brilliant job but needs your help (see page 41).

Thanks, Claire

Deadlines and Advertising

Editorial Team: Claire Sims

Sharon Gater
Louise Mason

Claire Sims
Richard Vernon

Advertising:
Distribution:

Please phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your

distributor.

Deadline for articles is 16 of the month.

Please submit your copy for publication in the OCT
newsletter to AKLnewsletter@gmail.com or to Claire
Sims, 18 Happy Land, Ashton KeyneS by 8pm on 16

SEPTEMBER.

When submitting articles to the newsletters please send
in the original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a
pdf), as we do have to reformat a lot to squeeze
everything in. It would also help if you used Verdana

font, size 11 with no underlining.

If you wish your item to also appear in the Minety

01285 869479
01285 860926
07737 638724

01285 869479
01285 861692

Advertising

You'll need to purchase advertising
space for Minety and AKL
newsletters separately from now
on.

AKL Advertising prices per
issue

Half page £15
Quarter page £8
Eighth page £5

Do talk to us if you'd like a full
page or an advertorial.

Please send the artwork and
any enquiries for paid adverts
to AKLhewsad@gmail.com

Newsletter please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by

phone on 01666 860631 or email
minetynewsletter@gmail.com

Thank you

Deadline for advertising is
14 of the month



AIR2AIR LIMITED
Air Conditioning Services

We offer a first class installation and maintenance
service with competitive pricing.
Air conditioning is a great and cheap way to cool
and heat your home.
On Samsung and Toshiba Systems
we offer 7years warranty.

2.5kw -from £995*
3.5kw -from £1095*
S5kw -from £1295*
7kw  -from £1595*

*Price will differentiate depending on brand, pipe
length and extras.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote

air2a@icloud.com
07555 352693
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BEAUTY SOURCE

& WELLBEING
AT THE BARN

Where your inner and outer beauty merge

Visit our websites for everything we have to offer
including beauty and holisti c treatments,
workshops, retreat days, yoga, Pilates and
much more.

Join our vibrant, diverse wellbeing community.
We rent out treatment rooms and studio space.

A warm welcome awaits you.
Contact Rachel on:

0771 5043282

info@yourbeautysource.co.uk

The Barn, Blackthorn Centre,
Purton Road, Cricklade SN6 6HY
www.yourbeautysource.co.uk
www.wellbeingatthebarn.co.uk

TELEPHONE
01666 503632
EMAIL

info@indplumbingandheating.co.uk

WEBSITE

www.indplumbingandheating.co.uk




ASHTON KEYNES
COMMUNITY SHOP

The Village Hall Annexe, High Road,

Telephone: 01285 861931, Email: info@ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

You can find more information on our website ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

Ashton Keynes, Swindon, SN6 6NX

New in

Langley Farm yogurts in three varieties are
new in and you can choose from fat free
natural yogurt, Greek style yogurt and Greek
style with honey.

Langley Farm yogurt has a thick and creamy
consistency and a naturally high protein
content. It's made from all British milk with
nothing artificial added. It’s delicious!

\

Back to School
Need last minute stationery for the start of
term? There’s a great selection of pens,
pencils, crayons, glue sticks etc to fill your
child’s pencil case. Also, if you run out of
things for
B¢~ your child’s
| packed
lunch you
W will find lots
of suitable
products
| including
bread rolls,
o cheese
= slices, ham,
| mini drinks
and healthy
shack bars.

Warburtons Bread
The shop is now selling
Warburtons loaves as well
as crumpets.

Warburton$

meus NO.T
. BAHERY BRAND'
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We still have the
sourdough but it has
moved to the shelf directly
opposite the entrance!

Gluten Free Bread
Many people request gluten free products
and we now sell a range of gluten free Bake

at Home rolls and mini baguettes. These are
great for cooking in an air fryer!

There is also a gluten free white loaf.

Don’t forget to use
your local Community
Shop

Opening Times

Monday - Saturday:
Sunday:

7.30am - 7pm
9am - 3pm




PRELOVED & RELOVED FURNITURE
COMMISSIONS WELCOME

Give me your tired and much loved furniture and I'll transform it!
More than 10 years experience
NOW PAINTING & RELOVING KITCHENS

Call in and see me down on the farm by arrangement

www.relovedbyjo.co.uk

07717 535381

jo@relovedbyjo.co.uk

Dedicated care for older people in a homely environment

Call today to arrange a visit

01285 654864

Watermoor Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1JR
www.watermoorhouse.org




Rural Cinema

In the Village Hall

£5 — pay at the door

Doors and Bar 7pm — Film 7.30pm

Wednesday 2 September 2026 - The Devil Wears Prada 2 (12)
Starring Meryl Streep, Emily Blunt, Stanley Tucci, Anne Hathaway, Kenneth Branagh and

many others

ARNE

Many critics praise this film for being a fun, nostalgic, and well-
acted legacy sequel, and applaud the returning chemistry of Meryl
Streep, Anne Hathaway, Emily Blunt, and Stanley Tucci. Meryl
Streep's return as Miranda Priestley and Stanley Tucci's iconic turn
as Nigel remain the major highlights of the film. The film
successfully revisits the characters 20 years later. A ‘smart
integration of modern media dilemmas, exploring the decline of
print publishing and the adaptation of classic fashion magazines to
the digital era’. According to some critics, ‘a fun-free mess that

: - draws attention to the state of the world.” The Cinema Team using

several reviews.

Starring Robert Aramayo, Maxine Peake, Somerled Campbell and
' many others

Reviewers say ‘I Swear’; delivers an exceptional emotional

experience anchored by Robert Aramayo’s Oscar-worthy
®¥ performance and brilliant supporting cast. The film masterfully

balances hilarious comedy with profound emotional depth,

¥ creating moments where audiences laugh and cry

simultaneously. Its thoughtful exploration of Tourette’s syndrome

¥ educates while entertaining, raising awareness about

neurodiversity with sharp, humane writing. Many consider it
among the best films in years, praising its ability to be
heartbreaking and heartwarming within the same scene, leaving
lasting impact long after viewing. IMDB

For:

e general maintenance

e grass cutting etc

WANTED - garden helper

4-6 hrs per month
Private house outskirts of Leigh

Call Richard 07966 401422




STYLING 5

Hello!

We hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer
and managed to make the most of the gorgeous
sunshine,

As many of you know we underwent a change of
ownership back in July, and renamed the salon
STYLING 5

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
our clients for their continued support and to welcome
the many new clients who have joined us.

From all the staff at Styling 5

PoOICO the joi of healthy hair

,01285 869880
info@styling5.com
unit 5 The Laurels
Clarkes Hay.
South Cerney

GL7 5UA

COMPUTER
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIRS

Backup advice & instruction
Broadband installations & wireless security
PC too slow and in need of attention?
Buying a new PC and need to transfer your files?
Operating systems upgraded/reloaded
Troubleshooting and support at reasonable rates
Internet assistance and networks installed
PC repairs/upgrades, onsite or offsite work

SAME DAY SERVICE OFTEN AVAILABLE
For friendly, expert computer help, with
over 30 years’ IT and PC experience,
contact Graham Broughton
Ashton Keynes
Tel: 01285 861540
Mob: 07764 234959
Email: broughtongj@gmail.com

acer

tree surgeons

ACER TREE SURGEONS

ARBORICULTURAL ASSOCIATION APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are at the fore front of

the Arboricultural Industry, with a huge range

of skills and techniques, we are always able to
deliver exceptional service to our clients.

Services include:

Tree Removals, Dismantles and Felling
Crown Reductions, Re-Shaping and Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Management of Dangerous Trees

Stump Grinding and Removal

Free Quotations and Tree Health Check

Tel: 01666 718078 / 07843 082634

Arboricultural
ASSOCIATION
trees.org.uk

The team are all qualified, personable and willing to meet your tree related requirements.
With our expert knowledge, we will always be able to find solutions for your enquiries.

Adam Roberts M. Arbor. A, FdSc Arb ND Arb Director

Email: adamroberts@acertreesurgeons.co.uk
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SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR it

ASHTON KEYNES A\
VILLAGE HALL
FUNDRAISER

MTURDAY 28 NOV

An Evening of Western Barn Dancing
with Bees Knees Barn Dance Band

Doors Open at 7pm for 7.30pm start to the
Shindigs

Tickets £12.50 coming soon!

& » &
v v



People’s

Briefing

Scan the QR code for
more info and tickets:

Emergency

Lea Church,
SN16 9PA

2 September 2026
7.30pm

Admission by ticket only

If you missed the sell-out events in Malmesbury on 26 June, join us for
another FREE screening of this eye-opening film about climate & nature that
brings together nine leading scientists and experts to talk about the latest
evidence and how it will affect us in the UK.

O

Or visit: buytickets.at/emergencybriefinglea/2309686

More information & details of other screenings can be found at www.nebriefing.org

Carter
Funeral Directors

4 The Lotts, Ashton Keynes

07873 339012 01285 862371
(day or night)

Burials & Cremations

Serving the Community since 1860

Cricklade School of Motoring
KEITH WALKER

Established 1977 (over 2,000 passes) Dept of Transport approved

Holder of MSA Diploma in Defensive Driving

MIAM, MROSPA (Class 1 Gold) Member of DIA

Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction

Holder of RoSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain

Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered

Learner, Advanced, Motorway and Refresher Courses
Cricklade and surrounding areas

Tel: 01793 709883

cowley

electrical

www.cowley-electrical.com

Do you find it difficult to get someone
to come and do a small job?

* Extra Lights * Additional Sockets * Rewires
* Smoke Alarms  * New Fuse Boards
* Landlord & Homebuyer Inspections
Fault finding & Repairs

* Qualified Electrician * Six Year Guarantee
* Fully Insured * Reliable Service
* Free Quote * Tidy Work
*Reasonably Priced

Satisfaction Guaranteed

| will assure you of a quick response and a
reasonably priced service

Call Neil - Your Local Electrician

on

01666 723042

12




MP South Cotswolds

Late summer brought me back to Ashton
Keynes for one of the more memorable
mornings of my year.

I visited Whitefriars Sailing Club on the
South Cerney lakes to spend time with
Sailability, a charity that gives people with
disabilities the chance to sail. I joined them

out on the water, which felt entirely natural
for someone who has spent a considerable
portion of her adult life at sea. What struck
me most was not the sailing itself but the
atmosphere around it: the patience of the
volunteers, the confidence of the sailors, the
straightforward pleasure of being on the
water on a summer morning. Sailability does
something simple and something profound
at the same time - it opens up an
experience that many people assume is
beyond them, and it does so with warmth
and without fuss. I came away glad to have
seen it, and keen to support what they do.

I also want residents to know that my office
has been engaged with the anaerobic
digester planning application at Ashton
Keynes, following it closely on behalf of local
people who have raised concerns about it.

If you have a local concern to raise, please
do get in touch. My casework team and I
always do all that we can to help with any
issues you may be facing.

Warm wishes, Roz

Roz Savage

MP South Cotswolds
roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
01285 286160

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline 07512 233200

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme.

We're here to help anyone in the area who needs assistance that they are not able
to get from friends, relatives and neighbours.

Prescription collections, taking to hospital appointments or just having a chat -
we are here to help you.




THE HANDYMAN M J GARDNER & CO LTD

Home maintenance & repair work. Small jobs, all skills. Plumbing & Heating Engineers
New home or flat set-up after move - a speciality

Carpentry — Shelves/cupboards — Furniture repairs/restoration 3

Minor: Bricklaying — Plastering — Tiling — Flooring — Plumbing ngh Road9 AShton Keynes
Pictures hung — Wall fittings installed — Kitchen appliances set up
Lighting set up — Painting & Decorating — Most broken things fixed

Pressure Washing - Fencing — Guttering — Slab & Gravel Work For all your plumblng and heating
requirements, including:
Minety (01666) 861297
Retired military — fit and reliable Central Heating Installations

Boiler Servicing and Breakdowns

Aga Servicing and Breakdowns
BERRY’S ROOFING LTD Bathroom Installations

Blunsdon, Swindon Underfloor Heating
Specialist in Cotswold stone tiling
(3rd generation) Local company established in 1990

No job too small ~ Free estimates
Rin g G ary on GAS SAFE and OFTEC registered

07930 893195 telephone: 01285 861779

Email info@berrysroofing.co.uk em.all: sgrdnr2.15@aol.c0m
www.berrysroofing.co.uk website: www.mjgardner.co.uk

EXEMPLARY CARE
AND HOME STAFFING
SUEFRRVAIRERE =

@,WQV %/O/f QA OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR HOME WITH A
SELECTION OF SERVICES INCLUDING:
HOML
e LIVE-IN CARE e HOUSEKEEPING &
CLEANING SERVICES
CALL OUR FRIENDLY e HOURLY CARE, HOME
TEAM HELP & COMPANIONSHIP e« HOME 'DETOX®

01285 339050 « PRIVATE CHEFS & MEAL o MOTHER'S HELP

PREPARATION
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

14



|CLASSICS,> SINGALONG FAVOURITES
HIr OF THE PROMS FINALE

|. Tickets £35, including drinks

and canapes, from:

wiltshirebobbyvan.org/
future-events

In aid of the
Wiltshire Bobby
Van Trust and the
Wiltshire
Concert Band




Ashton Keynes

Now 30!

Ashton Keynes Village Choir is 30 years young this year.

To celebrate there’ll be a special ‘Now 30’ concert in the Village Hall on 17 October featuring
some of the choir’s greatest hits.

Music will include numbers from Phantom of the Opera, The Sound of Music, LalLalLand,
Joseph, Les Mis, Karl Jenkins’ Agnus Dei, Rhythm of Life, Cross the Wide Missouri, Cantar and
Panis Angelicus.

Plus we’ll have a special contribution from popular local male voice group the After Eights.
Bar opens at 7pm and the concert begins at 7.30. Tickets are £10 from the village shop.

Be there for a great and historic night out!

m_“\n

d———

Did you know?

Singing in a choir may be good for your well-being. Research has found that group singing can
improve mood, reduce anxiety and strengthen feelings of social connection. Reviews of the
evidence also suggest benefits for quality of life and mental well-being, as well as benefits for
our posture and breathing!

16



Village Choir

1 BELEBRATING 30 VE

/FEATURING FAVOURITES FROM: ™ \ :
| PHANTOM OF THE OPERA | v
| THE SOUND OF MUSIC |
| THE MAMAS & THE PAPAS |
+ | CITY OF STARS |-

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT

| LES MISERABLES |

PLUS MUSIC BY

| KARL JENKINS |

332 SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER | POORS & BAR 7.00w
- ASHTON KEYNES VILLAGE HALL | CONCERT STARTS 7.30pm

TICKETS £10 | FROM VILLAGE SHOP

17



DAVID GILL o
BUILDING
Minety Wiltshire STONEWORK
LANDSCAPING
davidgills2@btinternet.com JIRASLALLALLLE
07795621919 <>

srussell 112@yahoo.co.uk a|ﬂ‘5
Shaun Russell SN,

Car light van motorcycle and scooter
collection/delivery/disposal service

07968 400326

ALWAYS WANTED
Cars vans motorcycles scooters
absolutely any age any condition
Barn shed or garage clearance service available

KINCH FUEL OILS LTD

Hornbury Hill, Minety

01666 860564 // 860575

Suppliers of high-grade fuels for
industry and transport

—
JET,

Authorised Distributor

himney
echanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping,
Pots, cowls & bird-guards,
Repointing & stack repairs,
Stoves, liners & fireplaces

Wood-burner installation
HETAS registered

01793 771782

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)

Tel: 01793 759192
Mob: 07890 377517
& www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @ Intel Corporation

Ian Nickels Plastering

38 Years Experience

All aspects of plastering and rendering
Internal and external work
Friendly, clean and reliable
Tiling, coving work undertaken
Insurance work

07790 273725 Ty

iannickels66@hotmail.com

Call lan for a free, no obligation quote

Ben Stevens Decorating Services

Mobile: 07584 12688l

Home: 01285 656316

Email: benstevensO8@icloud.com

like us on Facebook, under Ben Stevens Decorating Services

18




Leigh Parish Council

Never Giving up

Trying to keep us all safe by
reducing speed limits on our roads

Over the last two years the Parish Council
have been trying to get the speed limits on
all roads reduced.

The process started in October 2024 with a
request to the local Highways area to
investigate our request.

Our aim was to reduce speed limits to
30mph throughout Swan Lane and the
narrow road to Waterhay.

We asked Highways to reduce the 60mph
stretches on both the B4040 and B4696 to
50mph. The bends on the B4696 near to
Swan Lane to 40mph. The 50mph stretch on

the B4040 to 40mph and the 40mph stretch
on the B4040 to 30mph.

At the end of July we received the report
from Highways which rejected all our
requests and said that average speeds and
the accident rate were well below
government guidelines.

We are all disappointed by this and had
hoped they may have listened.

I have personally been involved constantly
pursuing the council on this very important
issue and will continue to monitor
everything.

Having been on the frontline of dealing with
accidents in the past this is something I hold
close to my heart.

I will never give up on this issue.

Roger Baker

Save The Date

Christmas Sparkle

Sparkling Christmas drinks party
at Holy Cross Church

Friday 11th December
6-9pm

19




AK Parish Council

Parish Council Resignation and
Vacancies

Following the recent resignation of Andy Ellis,
the Parish Council would like to sincerely
thank him for everything he contributed
during his time as a councillor, particularly
his involvement with the Playing Fields. His
efforts helped bring about many valuable
improvements, and his contribution to the
Council will be greatly missed. The Parish
Council currently has two Councillor
vacancies to fill.

No previous experience is required, just a
genuine interest in the community, a
willingness to work as part of a team, and
time to attend meetings and support council
activities. If you are interested in becoming a
Parish Councillor please contact the Clerk for
further information.

Overhanging Vegetation

A polite request for residents now that we
head into Autumn, to check any trees,
hedges, or plants that may be overhanging
pavements, footpaths, highways or
neighbouring properties. Overgrown
vegetation can make it difficult for wheelchair
users, pedestrians, and pushchairs to pass
safely, and can sometimes block visibility for
drivers and cyclists.

If you notice any plants or branches
extending beyond your boundary, we would
be grateful if you could trim them back to
keep our community safe, tidy, and
welcoming for everyone.

Laurence Kitching Competition

As winners of last years Best Kept Village
Award, Large Village Category, Ashton
Keynes was entered into the Laurence
Kitching Competition this year.

"I am delighted to inform you that Ashton
Keynes has won the Large Village category in
the 2026 Laurence Kitching Competition
(Winners of Winners from 2024 and 2025).
This is a fantastic achievement and reflects
the considerable effort, pride and community
spirit shown throughout the village”. Danny
Austin MBE, Project Lead, Best Kept Village.

A presentation will take place on 20
September, further details to follow.

Anaerobic Digester Application

At a meeting of Wiltshire Councils Strategic
Planning Committee held on 14 July, the
application for an anaerobic digestion facility
at Land West of Ashton Road was refused.

Planning:

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council ‘No Objection’

Eindhoven, High Road - Thuja - fell.

The Barn, Back Street — Bay tree - fell.

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council ‘Approved with Conditions’
Rixon Farm, Rixon Gate — Reposition full
height glazing from inside face of circular
stone columns to outside face of circular
stone columns.

Rixon Farm, Rixon Gate - Vary Condition 2
(Plans) of 14/03493/FUL - Full Planning
Permission for the Demolition of Existing
Agricultural Buildings and Erect 2 Dwellings
with Parking and associated Landscaping.
Conversion of Barn to Form Single Dwelling.
Change of Use of Ground Floor Barn and
Extension to Form Single Dwelling including
Existing First Floor Residential Use (Pursuant
to 05/02731/FUL) Erection of Garage for
Farmhouse.

Fiona Ryder - clerk@akpc.org.uk - 07394 856232

The next Parish Council meetings will be held on

Thursday 3 September and 1 October at 7.15pm in Bradstone Pavilion.
Agenda and minutes are available on the Parish Council website akpc.org.uk
and noticeboard




Applications determined by Wiltshire Council ‘Approved with Conditions’
Horton House, Gosditch - Two-storey rear extension, front porch and bay window, external
alterations, installation of Air Source Heat Pump, erection of detached outbuilding,
alterations to access, and associated works.

10 Imperial Drive - Loft conversion with rooflights to the rear of the property.

WILTSHIRE CONNECT BUS SERVICE

The 93A bus service to Cirencester stopped running in March, and has been replaced
by the Wiltshire Connect bus service. This is a bookable service which can take you to
Cirencester, as well as many places in Wiltshire, including Wootton Bassett and
Malmesbury. It can also take you to Kemble Station and a few places in Swindon,
including Great Western Hospital and the Orbital Retail Park.

It operates six days a week (Monday to Saturday), and can pick you up from
somewhere close to your home. You can book up to seven days in advance, and even
on the day if vehicles are available. Each trip costs £2 or £3, but is free if you have a

senior bus pass.

The best way to register and book a trip is to download their app onto your mobile
phone. If you can’t do this, you can call their friendly team on 01225 712900.
Full details are available on their web-site - connectingwiltshire.co.uk.

If you can’t access this, please call the AK Link Helpline on 07512 233200 for help.
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www.bag2school.com

unwanted clothes and shoes to turn
into cash! Our next collection is booked for:

Monday 20 October before 9am

i Ashton Keynes Pre-School need your




Church matters

Services for September 2026

If the newsletter gets to you in time there is a Worship Together Communion at St John the
Baptist, Latton on Sunday 30 August (Trinity 13). Everyone is very welcome.

Date Church Time Service
Sunday 6 Sept | St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship with music
Trinity 14 group & children’s activities
6.30pm | Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Holy Communion for
Creationtide
St John the Baptist Church, Latton 10am Morning Worship
Sunday 13 Sept | St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Upper Thames Worship
Together Communion
Trinity 15
Sunday 20 Sept | St Sampson’s, Cricklade 8.30am Holy Communion followed
by breakfast
Trinity 16 11.30am | Harvest Morning Worship
(followed by harvest lunch)
6.30pm | Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 11.30am | Harvest Morning Worship
(followed by lunch)
3.30pm Messy Church Harvest
6pm Evening service
St John the Baptist, Latton
10am Holy Communion
Sunday 27 Sept | St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Holy Communion
Trinity 17 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 8.30am | BCP Holy Communion
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Morning Worship
Leigh All Saints 5pm Harvest Worship (followed
by tea and cake)

Church opening times for private prayer

St Sampson's, Cricklade: every day, 9.30am - 3.30pm

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes: Wednesday through to Sunday incl. 10am - 4pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday.
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All Saints, the Leigh

Creationtide

Creationtide is celebrated in the church
between 1 September and 4 October and will
be the theme for much of our September
worship. Do join us, particularly at our
Communion for Creationtide on Sunday 7
September, our Messy Church (20 Sept) and

harvest (20 Sept).

Harvest Festival

September Harvest Festivals

Holy Cross Church invites everyone and all
ages, to join us for our Harvest Celebration
with Communion on Sunday 20 September
at 11.30am (note later time). We'll continue
to celebrate after the service with a simple
shared harvest lunch together in the church
(bread, cheese, tomatoes). Everyone is
welcome as we celebrate God’s amazing
generosity at this time of year.

We will thank God for the harvest and for all
who help to provide our food. And we
welcome donations of food (tins or packets)
or money to help support our local Food
bank Malmesbury and North Wilts Foodbank

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes
St John the Baptist, Latton

St Sampson's, Cricklade

Upper
Thames
— Churches

Overflowing with God’s Love

as our way of sharing what we have with
those who don’t have enough.

Leigh Harvest celebration

Leigh Harvest Celebration will be on Sunday
27 September at 5pm in Leigh church (All
Saints). Come and join us for a short
celebration in church as we say

thankyou to God for ‘all good gifts around
us’ followed by harvest tea and

cake. Donations (tins, packets or money) are
very welcome to support our local
Malmesbury Cricklade and North Wilts
Foodbank which provide food for families
and people in crisis.

Messy Church

Messy Church Sunday 20 September 3.30pm
- 4.30pm in Holy Cross church and

outside in the churchyard (weather
permitting) as we explore God’s Creation
and Harvest.

With activities and crafts, with a Bible story,
songs and prayers, there’s something for
everyone at all ages and stages. Ideal for
children and families of all shapes and sizes
and plenty of time to chat and explore faith
together.

Weekday Worship

Thursday morning prayers in St Sampson’s: 8.30am for coffee & catch up, prayers
from 8.45 and finish by 9.30am. Everyone is welcome.

Zoom Monday morning prayers - contact David Tarr

Contact Jane our Parishes’ Administrator for further details -
admin@upperthames.org.uk



Upper
Thames

- Churches ChurCh matters COnt,d

Overflowing with God’s Love

From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of Churches
July 2026

Date & Church

Terence McCafferty 1 July, North Wilts Crematorium

Joan Stubbs 2 July, Interment of ashes in Cricklade
cemetery

Roderick John Kellaway 14 July, St Sampson’s and interment in

Cricklade cemetery

WEDDINGS

Name Date & Church
Emma Jayne Garlick & David William 11 July, St Sampson’s
Scorror

Anita Jeanne Druce & Russell Blackaller 18 July, Holy Cross
Zoe Victoria Ellis & Moreton Ferris 25 July, Holy Cross
Cullimore

BAPTISMS

Name Date & Church

None

Contact details for the Upper Thames Benefice - Cricklade St Sampson’s,
Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and the Leigh All Saints

Vicar: Revd Canon Debbie Dewes (email to vicar@upperthames.org.uk
Tel: 01793 752718 + answerphone)

Associate Vicar: Revd Shirley Danby (email to revdshirleyd@gmail.com
Tel: 07980 548844)

Parishes Administrator: Jane Eyles (email admin@upperthames.org.uk)
Website https://www.upperthames.org.uk/Tel: 01793 979304)

For weddings and baptisms please check out our website

https://www.upperthames.org.uk/what-we-offer/ or contact
Canon Debbie, Revd Shirley or Jane (Parish Administrator)
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HARVES

SUNDAY 27TH
SEPTEMBER, 5PM

With tea and cake to
follow the service

Donations to the local
Foodbank would be
welcome!

i

Everyone’s welcome

Do come and visit one of our services over the coming months, where you’ll receive a
warm welcome, overflowing with God’s love. You’re also very welcome to use the church
during the week for private prayer and reflection. Our thanks go to all the wonderful
volunteers who open and close the church, making it available for everyone to enjoy.
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PWSA
Charity Coffee Morning

Please come along to the
White Hart pub
Ashton Keynes

on Friday 4 September
08:30am to 12 noon

Prader-Willi Syndrome association does not

receive any government funding so relies on

family and friends of people born with PWS
to raise money for research and support

PWSA

Prader-wWilli Syndrome
Association UK

Awareness... Support... Understanding
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The Telephone Gallery

At the June meeting, Ashton Keynes WI pattern. I had been inspired by the many
members made tissue paper flowers, creating stamp-punch ideas popping up on Pinterest
one to take home and one for the Telephone and Instagram, and once I started, I found it
Gallery’s end-of-June display, Blooming more than slightly addictive! Using images
Fantastic. The flowers were strung together cut from magazines, junk mail, food
packaging and offcuts from some of my own
prints, I punched and assembled more than
300 tiny stamp-shaped pieces. These were

and suspended in the centre of the kiosk,
with fairy lights adding a magical effect at
night. The exhibition remained in place until
mid-August, when it was finally cool enough
to take down during the day, as

temperatures inside the kiosk can be ten then glued onto coloured tissue paper to
degrees higher than outside. The flowers create a lively patchwork of mini artworks
faded in the strong sunlight, but they still over all the panes in the kiosk. It was a
looked lovely nevertheless. lovely way to reuse everyday scraps and turn
them into something cheerful and colourful.
The second exhibition in August was Stamp I am thinking of organising some creative
Crazy, a bright and busy collection of little activities linked to the Big Draw Festival in
images playing with line, colour, shape and October. The theme this year is Make a Mark.

Keep an eye out for more details.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to have an
exhibition in the Telephone Gallery or to use
it as a space to promote a forthcoming event
in a creative way.

Kathryn Gray
thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com
Instagram: @thetelephonegallery
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We can try to mend toys, clothes, small
electricals, household items and bikes

9th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th August,
12th September, 10am -1:30pm

CIRENCESTER BAPTIST CHURCH,

CHESTERTON LANE, CIRENCESTER,
GL7 1YE

0752 667 6822 or facebook.com/cirenrepaircafe for
further information

REPAIR CAFE
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Caring for our world

Tile Whipping

Tile Whipping or ‘Tegelwippen’ in Dutch, is
the practice of removing paving tiles and
slabs in towns and cities and replacing both
slabs and the sand beneath with healthy soil
and vibrant greenery.

As the name might suggest, the practice
began in the Netherlands and is becoming
popular throughout the country.

One of the Dutch founders of the initiative,
Remco Moen Marcar, came up with the
‘playful’ idea during Covid. “People were

sitting at home ... and of course there were
no football championships to get excited
about,” he says. “"So we thought, let’s host a
competition between Rotterdam and
Amsterdam. One of those cities always wants
to be the best when it comes to soccer, so
let’s use this as an incentive for people who
live in those cities to clear the tiles out of
their garden.” The idea took off big time, and
the competition grew into a national, annual,
event. In some communities, local lorries
called ‘tile taxies’ come to take the tiles
away, free of charge and in others,
participants receive plants or seed bombs as
a reward.

The competition runs each year from 21st

March to 31st October and the community
that has removed the most tiles receives the
coveted Golden Tile Award.

Dutch neighbourhoods are also creating what
they call, facade gardens, green strips
between streets and homes that absorb
rainwater, reduce flooding and create cooler
outdoor spaces.

But this isn’'t just about competition of

i

course, it’s about inspiring
- communities to transform their
~ surroundings. This quirky initiative
- demonstrates that small local
~ actions can create massive
= environmental change. Since it
& . began six years ago,

. householders have lifted over 14
oL 2 million tiles! Equating to an area
the size of 200 football pitches.

‘{*‘“ Imagine that, all that paving

1s ¥ replaced with trees, gardens and
'-r = | vegetable patches. All soaking up
S, CO2, rainwater run-off and

~ &, providing oxygen - all for free.

I looked for similar schemes here
in the UK and read that
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has
teamed up with Stroud District Council which
is offering free removal of up to 2m?2 of tiles
from eligible properties during September
and October. So, it would seem the idea is
catching on.

One of the Dutch participants reflected
“You're a happier person when you live in
green surroundings, so every slab you lift is
900 square centimetres of potential
happiness. You're also healthier and it’s
something tangible we can do in our own
back yards to help mitigate the effects of
climate change. Every paving stone gone is a
win for the ground and for biodiversity.”

Hear Hear to that.

Gilly Riddington
We Are Nature



Domestic and Commercial Local Electrician

With 35 years' experience
All aspects of electrical contracting undertaken including:
EV Car chargers Storage batteries Office wiring
Rewires Inspection and test Heating controls
Smart Houses New builds

Contact Justin for a free quote:
bmelectrician@yahoo.co.uk 07901 564 932
Based in Ashton Keynes

KHAN ADAMSON

— CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT =—

" Veterinary Group
ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT
01793 852458
MALMESBURY HOSPITAL
01666 823165

24 hour emergency service
delivered by OUR vets appointments Chelworth Ind. Estate, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6HE

Self Assessment, Income Tax, CGT, VAT, Accounts,
Bookkeeping, Payroll for Companies, Partnerships,
Sole Traders and Charities!
Experienced Accountants with over 30 yrs experience of dealing with HMRC.

Initial consultancy firee (up to half hour)

Call us on 07769 823261 or 01793 752886
sk@khanadamson.com

Website: www.khanadamson.co.uk

Personal Training

Pilates — small group /
private studio

Small Group Classes

Bootcamp — 7pm Thurs
High Road Park

HIIT Training - wed 12pm
/ Friday 9am

Free Consultation

CONTACT:becbucklefitness@gmail.com
becbucklefitness.co.uk / 07852 948056
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Pete Neale Trophy

On Friday 7 August, 12 players teed off at Bassett
Down golf club all aiming to win the Pete Neale
Trophy 2026.

The players only have three clubs to play with so
they have to choose wisely!

Congratulations go to Brian Kimberley (on the right
in the picture) who was this year’s winner.

Brian was presented the trophy by Graham
Mathews (left in the picture), who won last year.

The event raised £120 for the Brain Tumour
Charity.

Thanks go to Ian Woods for organising the
competitions and I would like to thank all the
participants for taking part and donating to this
charity which is so close to my heart.

If you'd like to know more about this worthwhile
cause, or feel moved to donate, please go online to
https://www.thebraintumourcharity.org/

Daphne

RHe Malvern Autumn Chow

Saturday 26" September
£15 per person - coach only

Email ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk
NB Buy your entrance ticket online or on tl@ geﬂe

[hEWI ASHTO\;\I KEYNES -

INSPIRING WOMEN

Wy
P :

31



Health matters

Purton and Green Gable Surgery

For the patients in Purton, Cricklade and surrounding communities

News about the group

We have been incredibly fortunate to
welcome several new members to the PSPG
Committee following our local advertisements
and ‘away days’. They will join the existing
members to take the group forward in future
months and we look forward to working
alongside them and receiving new ideas! So
welcome to Pat Hughes, Tracey Coombs and
Susan Giles. I am sure many of you will know
one, if not several, of them already. They all
live locally and have been patients of Purton
and Green Gable Surgery for many years.

200 Club

It’s that time of year when the annual
renewal for the 200 Club comes around. The
new year begins in September. If you already
pay by Standing Order your renewal will
automatically go through. Thank you! Please
contact Mickie Hall if you are unsure
(mickiehall2020@gmail.com).

New members to the 200 Club are always
very welcome. It's never too late to join! It
costs just £15 a year, paid by standing order.
Every month, we award two prizes—one of
£100 and another of £15. All surplus goes
toward buying equipment for the surgeries
that the NHS does not supply. Please enquire
at either surgery reception if you wish to join.

Our latest lucky winners, drawn by
receptionist Suzanne are:

First prize of £100 to Katherine Gill (no 198)
Second prize of £15 to Clive Heard (no 39)
Many congratulations!

Tabletop/Book donations

Please hand in any good quality books and
items for sale at the surgeries. Again, funds
raised through these donations provide all
the ‘extras’ needed. Thank you for your
donations to both!#
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Harvest Tombola

Sylvia Freemantle has once again kindly
offered to support us in raising funds for
items needed at the surgeries. We will be
holding a Harvest Tombola on 3 October to
coincide with the Autumn *flu vaccination
‘clinic date. Details to follow but if you have
any in date, sealed food items that you wish
to donate for the event please drop these off
at Sylvia’s house (opposite Purton Surgery)
or at either surgery receptions.

Easter Raffle

Thank you to all the surgery staff (especially
Dee) for their magnificent efforts in raising
£632 from the Easter Raffle- and to you for
buying the tickets!

Autumn Information Evening

Our lovely Dr Wallis will be leading an
evening on Wednesday 21 October at
7.30pm. Her topic is Women'’s Health. Tickets
are free but limited to 40. If you would like to
join us these tickets will be available from the
receptions from Monday 28 September.
Please bring the ticket with you on the
evening.

A quick reminder

Patients can view their blood test results on
their NHS app. Appointments for blood tests
and nurse appointments for things such as
injections/vaccinations/ suture removal etc
can be booked up to 6 weeks in advance.

Only GP appointments are available to book
from Thursdays for the following week.

As always, your support is much appreciated.

PURTON SURGERY

\ Patient Participation Group


mailto:bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

Ashton Keynes Branch Surgery

01793 750645

We are open on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 1pm at the Village Hall.

You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday, if it
is due to be issued. More urgent requests can
be processed and collected from Cricklade
Surgery.

Repeat Prescriptions

If you need a repeat prescription, you may
either request your medication by signing up
for online access and ordering through this
system. You can also post, or deliver your
repeat prescription request to the surgery at
least five working days before you intend to
collect your medication.

Please note our online ordering system links
directly with our clinical system, making it
simpler for you and easier for us. If you don't
have your log in details to access the new
system, please ask at reception. Please
ensure you have some form of identification
with you when you collect your details.

All dispensing patients can use the automated
system where patients can pick up their
prescription and re-order medication for the
following month at the same time, which
reduces the number of visits to the surgery
and ensures medication is ready for collection
at the appropriate time.

Repeat prescriptions where possible should
not be ordered over the telephone.

If you would like to order your prescriptions
via email, please use the following address -
bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

If you would like to speak to a member of the
Dispensary, please call 01793 750645 and
select option one.

www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

Online Registrations

Our surgery can now offer online registration
for new patients wishing to register. They can
either visit our website and click on new
patients’ tab or use the address below to
start the registration process.

https:/ /gp-registration.nhs.uk/383609

Cancellation of Appointments

Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable number of patients that ‘did not
attend’ their appointment or cancelled too
late for the appointment to be reallocated.

Please make every effort to attend all
appointments as we are unable to offer those
to other patients. If you do need to cancel an
appointment, please give 24 hours’ notice.

Patient Participation Group

As a surgery we appreciate any feedback,
and we ask for this in so many ways. One
way is in form of a group! If you were to be a
part of this, you would receive this newsletter
along with a small questionnaire a couple of
times a year.

We would like to hear from our patients in
and around Cricklade. Please call Reception
to sign up today!

Cricklade Surgery

Tel: 01793 750645
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Club news

Ashton Keynes Women’s Institute

Ashton Keynes WI does not hold a meeting in August, but there is still
plenty going on. Alongside the weekly coffee morning, regular pub
nights and trips out, we now have a monthly Book Club, held on
Saturdays at Jennie’s Kitchen. Members choose the books, and each
meeting is a relaxed hour of conversation about the book and much
more, over tea or coffee. Our current read is Wild Dark Shore by
Charlotte McConaghy, an atmospheric eco-thriller set on remote
" hearwater Island near Antarctica. The story follows a family guarding a
. global seed vault as they face rising seas, isolation, hidden grief and the
| arrival of a mysterious woman washed ashore during a storm. It should
give us plenty to discuss, from family secrets and survival to climate
change, trust and what we choose to protect.

Beyond our regular meetings, WI membership opens up many other opportunities,
including campaigns, Wiltshire WI activities, free online courses and a wide range of
Facebook groups — all for less than £5 a month.

About Ashton Keynes WI:

Ashton Keynes WI meets on the second Wednesday at 7.30pm in Ashton Keynes Village
Hall. After the main activity, there is time to enjoy refreshments and catch up on WI
news. Women aged 18 and over who are interested in joining are very welcome to come
along and give us a try.

With now over 50 members and more than 105 years of history, Ashton Keynes WI
continues to grow and play an active part in the community.

In August, a group of local residents went to the Barn Theatre and everyone agreed it was
the best afternoon out in a long time.

Here is what is coming up over the next few months:

e 9 September - The Work of the MOD War Detectives, with Nicola Nash. Learn about
the team’s work identifying the remains of British personnel found on historic
battlefields. Nicola has often spoken about this work on television and radio.

e 14 October - Beetle Drive, a lively and sociable evening with a touch of friendly
competition

e 11 November - Christmas Craft evening

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/AshtonKeynesW1I [hEWI Wiltshire
Instagram @ashtonkeyneswil920 '
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If you, or someone you care about, would love to enjoy a trip
to the Barn Theatre in Cirencester but find getting there
difficult, the Barn Bus can help.

This free service is for older residents in Ashton Keynes who
may struggle to get there due to limited rural transport,
mobility issues, or because a partner or usual driver is no
longer able to drive. The Barn Bus provides accessible group
transport, with free theatre tickets included, giving older
residents a safe, enjoyable, stress-free afternoon at our local theatre.

Supported by Ellison’s Coaches, the Barn Bus is about more than getting from one place to
another. It offers a friendly outing, good company, and something special to look forward to.

In August, a group of local residents went to the Barn Theatre and everyone
agreed it was the best afternoon out in a long time.

For anyone who has missed the chance to get out, meet others, and enjoy world class live
theatre, the Barn Bus offers a warm welcome and an easy way back.

e YES, Prime Minister

24 Sept - 2.30pm Matinee - Ashton Keynes, South Cerney, Siddington
e King’s Speech

5 Nov - 2.30pm Matinee - Ashton Keynes, South Cerney, Siddington

How to book your place on the Barn Bus — Call Richard Jones on 07530 465 695 or
email richard.jones@barntheatre.org.uk

NB: While all costs are included, any donations towards keeping this invaluable service running would
be very gratefully received.

The Outreach Post Office
Every Tuesday and Thursday, Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Tuesday morning: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Thursday afternoon: 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Link Helpline, if you'd like a lift.

Teas, coffees and cakes served on Tuesdays by the WI: 10am - 12noon
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North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club

What a summer it has been! We normally crave dry sunny weather at this time of year but
in future we may be careful what we wish for. It certainly has been a challenge keeping our
garden flowers and foliage fresh and thriving, and ourselves too. Even more so for farmers,
growers and wildlife.

That said, the roses and companion planting at the David Austin Rose Gardens in Shropshire,
looked superb when we visited in July. It was an excellent day out by coach. As well as
several gardens to explore, we had a guide who explained and demonstrated the lengthy
process behind the scenes to breed a new rose variety. Time also to enjoy the cafe, garden
centre and gift shop.

In August we held a Saturday workshop led by Coral Gardiner, National Demonstrator, in
which we improved our skills in making pedestal arrangements, large and small. There was
a great atmosphere, some excellent refreshments, everyone learnt something new and took
home a stunning centrepiece.

Coming up soon is our (short) AGM on 16 September, followed by a talk and demonstration
by Jennie from Halliesphere, using environmentally friendly flower holders. At this meeting
we will publish our varied new programme for 2027 which includes talks, workshops, and
demonstrations, mostly held on the third Wednesday of the month, 7pm for 7.30pm, at
Crudwell Village Hall.

On 21 October we are holding a wreath making workshop with tuition by Brinkworth Willow.
Also save the date for this year’s main annual event, an Open Meeting at Malmesbury Town
Hall on Wednesday 18 November with National Demonstrator Nick Grounds, visitors welcome
(tickets £25 including canapes and fizz).

For more information, please visit our Facebook page - North Wiltshire Villages Flower

Club, our website northwiltshirevillagesflowerclub.co.uk or contact us by email -
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com. We hope to see you soon.
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Cricklade and District Probus Club

We are looking forward to our forthcoming group meetings when the
following talk will take place:

3 September Bernard of Clairveux

17 September 9/11- The day that changed America

Meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday, meeting at 10am for a 10.20
start at the White Hart Hotel in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping
our minds active and socialising over a drink in the bar after the meetings. We are
actively seeking to expand our numbers and look forward to welcoming new members
(ladies or gents) to the Club.

For further information about our club please contact the Honorary Secretary, Martin
Chambers on 01793 751223. If you contact Martin and advise you would like to
attend, which is free for the first few visits, you will be allocated a dedicated host who
will introduce you to our members. Alternatively just turn up on the day and you will be
made welcome. For further information visit our new website at
https://probus.org.uk/cricklade/

Craft Club

Craft Club is a friendly monthly get-together on Wednesday or Friday
afternoons, where you can relax, get creative, and enjoy some lovely
company. Your first session is completely free, and after that it’s just
» £4 or £5, plus a £1 donation to the local food bank. Everyone brings
their own project, and there are optional activities too at no extra
cost. There’s always tea, coffee, and
sometimes even cake to enjoy while
you craft. Thanks to everyone who has
come along, we've already raised well
over £100 for the food bank!

July’s Craft Club was great fun, with several of us making the
most of the sunshine to create cyanotype prints. Cyanotype
is an early photographic process that produces striking blue
and white images: the coated paper develops in sunlight and
is then rinsed in water to reveal the finished print.

The next Craft Club will be on Wednesday 23 September
from 2pm to 4pm in the Village Hall. We’d love to see you
there! You're very welcome to pop in on the day, or if you'd like to know more, you can
email me at kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk or drop a note round to 16 Gosditch.

Kathryn Gray
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TENle
PICKLEBALL

GOOD EVENINGS OUT.

P oo S

*with LTA-qualifed

mixed leagues, always

k4

alimited window. coach Lauren Prince. looking for new talent.
PICKLEBALL? SOCIALEVENTS CLUB INVESTMENT
p Interested? We're PQ Onand off court, ) Court resurfacing
® looking at evening with more planned & plans for facility
Sessions. for the year ahead. upgrades on the way.
'IwRAYNST JSE?I'LI-::'I G NEW A ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
%Eli?r?;::::Eﬁ?S:: @ https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
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Cricklade Camera Club

Are you interested in photography, or do you just
want to take better photographs?

If so, why not come along to Cricklade Camera
Club. Visitors and new members will receive a
warm welcome - you don't even need a camera.
Come and try us out, your first evening is FREE.
To help you improve your photography you will
have the option to work with a mentor on a one-to-one basis. To see all our activities
take a look at our website https://crickladecameraclub.org/program/

On Tuesday 1 September at 7:30pm in the Town Hall Annexe, we will have the
chance to see all the images that were entered into the Annual Competition in June, plus
members images from the summer project, their interpretation of the title ‘Hidden
Stories’.

On Tuesday 15 September at 7:30pm there will be a Zoom meeting when Andy

Phillips will give a talk ‘The Inner Landscape’ - his take on the genre of still life using
manipulated natural light.

For more information contact: clubsecretary@crickladecameraclub.org

Line Dance Classes - Taster Course

Weds 16 Sept 2026, Ashton Keynes Village Hall
from 7pm = 8pm, for seven weeks

No experience needed, suitable for the absolute beginner!

£6 cash at the door
For more info please call Jane on 07789 624152

Pttt

Please note, line dancing only runs on the following dates: -
Sept: 16, 23, 30 Oct: 21& 28 Nov: 18 & 25
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Scouts

'The new programme starts September

Don't let your child miss out on all the fun and
excitement of our village Scout Group. Contact our

Group Scout Leader (GSL) now to sign your child up.

1st Ashton Keynes

GSL@1AK.uk or phone on 01285 861425

If you are 6 to 8 years old our Beaver colony meets on Tuesdays at 6pm
If you are 8 to 102 years old our Cub Pack meets on Thursdays at 6pm
If you are 1072 to 14 years old our Scout Troop meets on Fridays at 6.45pm

Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are having great fun with their new activities, as you can see
in the sectional reports, So join our villages Scout Group to enjoy the fun and excitement

by getting involved in our activities.

Boys or girls just come and join us in the School Hall. Our Group has vacancies in all
sections just come along and try our Scouting activities!

Group Update

The very successful and exciting first half of
2026 has closed, and all sections take a brief
holiday during which our Leadership team will
be planning for the restart in September.

Our thanks go to Ben Jarvis for everything he
has done as he now steps away from the
Beavers. He'll be greatly missed and we wish
him well for the future. Thank you Ben.

We now need someone to replace Ben to
guarantee restarting Beavers, as it is a Scout
Policy requirement that we have a minimum
of three adults at every meeting to make
sure our children are safe. We also need
adult helpers for the other sections too -
Cubs and Scouts. Please contact our GSL if
you can help.

Adult helpers will enable me and the other
leaders to complete formalities like essential
learning (done on line), and DBS clearance.
Having more helpers will mean our Leaders
can restart the new term with confidence.

All sections will restart (we hope) in the first
week of September and are open for new

members. While there are places available in
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, they are filling up

40

fast. Cub places especially are nearly full so
do hurry and phone the GSL now if you want
to guarantee a place for Cubs or any other
section.

We have vacancies in our Group
Administration as Trustees or volunteers
(who look after or help in the Sections). One
of these roles may just the opportunity you
are looking for to help young people.

We will be holding the 2026 AGM of the
Scout Council, which is the whole
membership of our group parents, leaders
helpers and supporters, in the School Hall on
10 September at 7.30 pm. Items for the
Agenda to GSL please.

For details of how to join contact David
Tarr on GSL@1AK.uk or phone on
01285861425

AGM

1st Ashton Keynes Scout
Council AGM

10 September 2026, 7.30pm
at AK School Hall




Section Reports

Beavers
It's been a busy and exciting few weeks at
our Beaver colony!

We've invested lots of Beavers into the
colony and have been getting stuck into our
Designer Badge. We started by designing
something we wanted to make from
cardboard, before working together in teams
to bring our ideas to life. There were some
fantastic creations and plenty of teamwork
along the way!

We also enjoyed some lovely summer
evenings outdoors, making fairy gardens and
getting creative in the sunshine. We even
managed to sit in the shade and enjoy the
warm summer weather!

Cubs

Our Cub Pack re-started this month with a
packed programme of fun, skill-building
activities. We were all really excited about
the eclipse in August and want to complete
the Space Activity Badge in the first part of
this Autumn term.

Scouts

We will be starting the term by squeezing as
much as we can out if the evenings before it
gets dark. Our Scout Troop loves the
outdoors and the successive heat waves this
summer have turned our minds to global and
local issues that are affecting us and we are
looking at several related Activity

Badges for this term.

Volunteers Needed - Help Our Village Scouts Thrive!

Our Scout Group urgently needs volunteers to join the Trustees Board to support our sections
and to help our leader.

We meet just 4-5 times a year, helping guide the group and support our section leaders.
Without your help, we cannot continue to grow — or introduce exciting new sections like
Squirrel Dray (ages 4-6).

This is your village Scout Group. With your support, we can keep Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
thriving for our children.

No experience needed and age is no barrier — just enthusiasm and a passion for supporting
young people. Full training and support provided.

Step forward today — we need you!

Contact David Tarr BEM (Group Scout Leader), GSL@1AK.uk, 01285 861425




Local numbers

Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211

For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance

AK Link Helpline 07512 233200

AK Website Steering Group via village website
Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466
Anglers Ryan Peare
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk
Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick
geoffchickOO@aol.com

Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461
Ashton Keynes Cricket Club
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub
Ashton Keynes Musical Festival

Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School

01285 861436

Ashton Keynes Village Choir Howard Foster,
07502307490, www.akvillagechoir.co.uk,

ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club

Diana Wain dw24813@gmail.com

Baby and Toddler Group Jemma Craven
jemmalcraven@gmail.com

Badminton Club Karen Carter

01285 862371 akbc@live.co.uk

Big Brunch Band jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk

Bradstone Pavilion Bookings bookings@akpc.org.uk

Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444

Craft Club Kathryn Gray 01285 869341,
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk

Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401

Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Football Junior Dave Affleck 07989 547898

Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411

Holy Cross Church Canon Debbie 01793 752718
Revd Shirley 07980 548844 Admin 01793 979304,
admin@upperthames.org.uk

Holy Cross Flowers

Jiu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter,
Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986
TimothyGBird@aol.com

Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Millennium Green Trustees Ashley Seymour
ashleyseymour@aol.com 07759 552677

Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368
tim@lagondahire.co.uk

Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.
uk

Orchestra www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
ParishCouncil (AK) Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.

Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas

01285 860488

Parochial Church Council Andrew Sims (Sec)
07500 884188

Pre-school 01285 869433,
www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,
communications@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
secretary@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
fundraising@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
Reading Group c.conlon@icloud.com

Rural Cinema Dave Sheppard dave@akvh.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls ddsak78@gmail.com

Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk

Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price

01793 752852, tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
www.cotswoldwu.co.uk

The Telephone Gallery, Kathryn Gray, 01285
869341, thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com

Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
The Magnificent AKs Stuart Harris
stuart.harris1965@gmail.com

Twinning Association
ashtonkeynestwinning@gmail.com

Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
01793 250211

Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
861670, info@whitefriars.org

Women'’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Women'’s Institute Sheila Ward 07920179287
Ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk

& Sarah Owenson 07811267888
sarah.owenson@googlemail.com
www.facebook.com/AshtonKeynesWI

Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk
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Chimney Sweeping Services

Call, Text or WhatsApp:

07867582878

Fully insured, Sv d, NACS Trained Member

and Trus arified Member

* Manual & Rotary Sweeping
* Log Burner & Stove Service & Repair
« Chimney Cowl Fitting

* End/Start of Tenancy Safety Check
* Glass, Rope & Fire Brick Replacement

» Nest Removal —
=T

CHIMMNEY

/IE\S\'MEEPS

* CCTV Inspection
WWW.SAMSONSWEEPCOM

» Smoke Checks

Bespoke Joinery of Fitted
and Freestanding Furniture

- 1

07515903476
www.ben-vivian.co.uk

Wardrobes - Underneath Stairs
Alcoves - Tables - Benches

Nestled away in a quiet and
idyllic village locationg Upper Mr’nety.
Fully insured & registen
- Medical Aesthetics,

Beauty Enhancement,
Treatments and Massa
e Medi-facials, Waking & Na
e Skin tag, Plgmentatlon

& Blemish Remo’ml
e Skin-boosting, Anti=wi

& Vitamin B12 !njectl
e Weight loss Treatmer

And much more! Find out here:

Visit: www.manoraesthetics.co.uk
Email: info@manoraesthetics.co.uk
Tel. 07427 504334

Follow us
on Facebook
& Instagram
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[s your home heating
OIL or LPG?

Our expert engineers can ensure your system is in
tip-top condition and working at maximum efficiency:

Installation, servicing, maintenance and repairs

Oil boilers and tanks, LPG boilers and appliances
Experienced engineers, OFTEC and Gas Safe registered
Friendly, professional and reliable service

SN HEATING & PLUMBING LTD

For all gas, oil or LPG heating service, upgrade or installation

Q 01793 753169 | 07711 938 094
B infoas b
0 é::., 4-_44-

heatingplumbing co.uk

L WA heatingplumbin
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Your Local Heating and |
Drainage Experts

-New Boiler Installations -High Pressure Drain Jetting
-Central Heating Installation -CCTV Drain Inspections
-Boiler Servicing & Repairs -Drain Repairs
-General Plumbing -Drain Unblocking & Cleaning
-Gas, LPG and Oil Qualified -24/7 Emergency Drain Services |

|
www.centraheat.co.uk www.centradrains.co.uk
01793 878636 01793 878 636

Ol

CentraHeat3 -

Heating, Plumbing and Renewable Energy

. CentraDrains

Emergencies, Repoir ond CCTV Surveying

Optimum Mobility

Genuine advice and best value from the local specialist

COTSWOLD

HEATING AND PLUMBING

Local * Reliable « Professional

Motability

Specialists in oil-fired heating systems, » Wheelchairs, manual & powered

servicing, breakdowns and repairs. * Scooters and portable scooters

* Powered rise/recline armchairs
v’ Oil boiler servicing & fault finding * Household, bathing & walking aids
v’ Heating & plumbing repairs * High quality products
v Hot water issues solved * Large display in country showreom
: : : * Private test area
v’ Honest advice & tidy workmanship R et i lithie e ordng
Serving the local Cotswolds area with a friendly, * Part exchange, new & reconditioned
personal service you can rely on.

Assessment and tuition at home
L 07466 149260

B4 cotswoldheatingandplumbing@gmail.com

The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Sherston,

Malmesbury

01666 840060

www.optimummobility.co.uk

Fully insured » Prompt « Recommended locally

www.cotswoldheatingandplumbing.com

Thanks to Busy Fingers for printing this issue
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